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1 PROCEEDINGS
(21 (1:05 p.m.)

31 MR. GARDINER: Why don’t we get (4]
started. Thank you very much for com-
ing. 51 Those of you in the back, if you
want to move [6] up front. You are
certainly welcome up here [71.in the
front if you want to move up.

181 We are here to talk today about the [9]
proposed DM&E expansion project. My
name is [10] Charles Gardiner.I am going
to be the 111 facilitatorthis afternoon. My
role is to (12 help make this meeting as
productiveas 13) possible forall of youin
providing comments [14] and also pro-
ductive for the project team [15] that's
here to listen to your comments.Iam [16]
going to covera few logistical items first
n71 and then we have a short pre-
sentation that we (18] want to go through
before we get to your {19] COmments.
20) First, I just want to touch on what 21]
our overall purpose is. The project team
(22) wants to describe to you the roles of
the
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1) different federal agencies that are
involved (21 in the environmental impact
review of the 31 proposed project. Want
to provide a short (4 overview of the
project and a brief summary (5] of the
environmental impact review results. (6]
Most importantly, we are here to hear
from [71 you, hear comments that you
have on the Draft (8] Environmental
Impact Statement.

91 So I am going to cover some —10]
introduce the team shortly and then
some [11] meeting ground rules. Thenthe
projectteam (12}is goingto talk about the
Surface [13] Transportation Board role.
The Surface [14] Transportation Board is
the lead federal 15) agency looking at the
environmental impacts. (16| Also going to
describe the roles of the other 117]
cooperating agencies, the other federal
(18] agencies that are working with the
Surface 1191 Transportation Board. Then
an overview of [20] the project and the
environmental review and [21] again get
into the public comments.

(22] Let me introduce the team members
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(1] who are here in front. Vicki Rutson is
here 21 from the Surface Transportation
Board. Vicki 3] is the manager for the

Board in the 14 Environmental Impact
review. Steve Thornhill (5] is here, with
Burns & McDonnell Consulting. (6] Steve
is the project manager for the 71 con-
sulting team that is assisting the Sutface
i8] Transportation Board in preparing the
191 Environmental Impact Statement. Tim
Fell is [10) here from the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers. (111 He is going to describe
their role shottly. {12] But he is responsi-
ble for the Corps’ review [13] of potential
impacts to wetlands and [14] waterways.

115] Let me cover a couple of things [16]
about the hand-out that you have before
I do 171 the ground rules. The first
handout probably [18] has a blue page on
the front. This includes [19] our agenda.
Inside is also a description of [20) how we
are going to receive comments today. (21]
It has a listing of the ground rules that I
[22] am going to go over in a moment.
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(11 It also describes how to provide (21
written comments. Now, on the back of
that 3] sheet are the addresses for youto
provide 4] written comments. The next
sheet I want to 151 cover looks like this.
It’s a white sheet. (6] That’s a comment
sheet that you may feel more (7] comr-
fortable today providing your comments
in [8] writing rather than getting up and
speaking, 9] or you may want to sup-
plement the comments [10] that you
provide orally. Thisis atool to (11) do that.

1121 So even while youare sitting there (13]
youmay want to fillout some comments.
(14] Please do that. You can drop it off at
the [15] table on yout way out or you can
mail it in (16} to us. It's designed to fold
and mail.

(171 You can provide written comments
in 1181 other formats. You can certainly
wtite [19) comments at home and send
those in as well. (201 You are not con-
strained to that format.

1211 There is also a short half page [22]
sheet. Yours may be pink.This includes
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{1] some contact information about the
project. [21 First the Surface Trans-
portation Board’s web 31 site. So if you
are on line you can go view (4 the
environmental document there. The sec-
ond [5]is an environmental hot line. That
is not a (6] place to provide comments. It
is a place (71 that if you have questions
after this [8) meeting, in the next several
weeks, if you 91 have questions about
some procedural aspects, [10] when the
comment deadline is, where the [11]
nearestlibraryisand soforth,callthe hot
(121 line, and we will get back to you as
soon as [i3] we can.
1141 This card here you may have picked
[15] up, we are going to cover in the
presentation [16] most of the procedural
things on how to [17] participate and so

forth. But you may have [18] some ques-
tionsabout the process thatwe (191 didn’t
cover. You can fill this out, bring i20] it
back to the back table during the meet-
ing 211 and we will try to answer
procedural (221 questions during the
meeting.
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1) However, we are not intending to (2]
answerquestions about the Draft EIS. We
are (3] here to receive your comments. If
you have (4] questions, I encourage you
to rephrase them [5] as comments. If
something wasn’t clear to 6] you in
reviewing the draft,we encourage you(v
to state that as I think the draft could be
181 clearer about X.
o1 If something felt incomplete to [10]
you, please provide that as a comment.
We (11] are really trying to receive those
comments. [12] We are not intending to
answer questions [13] about the draft
here.

114] The last thing you may have picked
11s]up is this orange sheet. That'sa listing
of (16) the libraries in Minnesota that have
copies [17] of the draft. If you want to go
look at it [181 if you have not seen it
already. This is a (197 list where you can
find it.

1201 The ground rules. The first and {21]
most important is one speaker at a time.
1221 Thisisa verylarge room. We have lots
of
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{1 microphones around the room. We do
have a [21 court reporter here who is
transcribing oral 3] comments. If there
are other conversations [4] going on, it
makes it very hard for him to (5] hear
exactly what the comments are. So one
161 speaker at a time is quite important.
171 If you want to have a conversation [ I
encourage you to go outside, even
beyond 91 the — into the far lobby,so we
don’t 10} disrupt people who are trying
to provide [11) comments. We are setting
some time limits [12] today.

113] We have a large number of people [14]
who have signed up to speak, about 70
people. 1151 There are some additional
people Iknow who [16) have arrived and
signed up to speak. If we {17] have time
we will get to those.

18] The time limit we set is three (19]
minutes.We do that really to be sure that
[z0] we have time to get to the people
who are (211loweronthe list.So if youare
providing a [221 comment and you go
over the time limit, you
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[11are potentially cutting into the time of
your 2] neighbors who are further down
on the list. 3] So I am going to be timing
that and enforcing i4 that.
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151 Let me give you a little guideline (6
what three minutesis.Ifyou come with a
[71 prepared statement, you can get about
a (8] page-and-a-half double spaced, may-
bea page 91 single spaced.Itdoesn’t help
the court [10] reporter to read faster.
cncourage you to [(i1] just summarize.
You might want to start (12 thinking
about it now if you have got a [13] longer
statement. We will be happy to 4
receive that statement. You can drop itin
(15) the basket on your way out. That will
get it [16] into the records.

[171So youdon’'thave to feel obligated 1s]
to read your entire statement. We en-
courage [19] you to summarize and pro-
vide the main points [20] in your oral
comments. You will all be 217 treated
equally in the response process.

1221 The last and most importantly is
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[irespectothersopinions. We recognize
that (2) this is a controversial project.
There are @1 diverse opinions every-
where we go. Our job (4] up here is to
listen to all of those opinions (5] and we
need yourhelpto be sure we can hear (6]
allthose opinions. You mayhave feelings
of [7] support; it’s certainly okay to
express that. (8] If you interrupt some-
one, either in support [91 or opposition, it
cuts into their time,

(0] If you have rebuttal statements or 11
expressions of opposition, I encourage
you to 112) keep those to yourself. It's
primarily 13] because we want to hearall
of the comments. 114 I think it’s im-
portant for all of us to [i5] listen to those
comments,

(6] So with that, I am going to [17]
introduce Vicki Rutson, who is going to
start [18] 4 short presentation about the
project.

(191 MS. RUTSON: Thank you, Charles.

(20] Can everyone hear me? If you can’t
hear me, (211 please raise your hand.

(22) Again, I am Vicki Rutson. I am
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1 gladto see youallhere this afternoon.I
[2] am an attorney with the Section of 3]
Environmental Analysis with the Surface
141 Transportation Board. I would like to
spend (5] a few moments telling you
about the Surface (6] Transportation
Board and explaining a little (71 bit about
the process that we are involved in [s]
together here. The Sutface Trans
portation 9] Board is an independent
regulatory federal (10] agency located in
‘Washington, D.C. The Board [11] itself is
composed of three members. Linda [12)
Morgan is the chairman. There is a [13;
vice-chairman and a Board member,
‘Wayne [14] Burkes and William Clyburn.
1151 Congress has given the Board the [16]
responsibility of licensing certain. rail-

road [17] actions. Those include railroad
mergers, (18] railroad abandonments and
the kind of (191 application that’s in-
volved here, rail line [20] constructions.
The board’s involvement in (217 the
Dakota Minnesota and Eastern pro-
ceeding (22 began in February of 1998.
That’s when DM&E
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1 came to the Board and filed an
application [2] seeking a license to con-
struct a new rail (3] line from DM&E’s
existing line in South (4 Dakota into
Wyoming’s Powder River Basin.

151 There were two other rail line (6]
construction proposals contained wi-
thin that [71application around the cities
of Owatonna, [s1 Minnesota and Man-
kato, Minnesota. This (9] application
triggered two processes at the [10] Board.
The first is called the (11 Transportation
Merits Review. The second is 12 the
Environmental Review Process under
the (131 National Environmental Policy
Act.

(14] Let me talk about the first (15] process,
the Transportation Merits Review. 16] In

| that processthe Board must ask three (17]

questions. The first, is the applicant [1s;
financially fit. The second, is the pro-
posal 1191 before the Board in the public
interest. (20} Third, is there a public need
for the 211 proposal.

1221 The Board issued a decision on
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11 December 10th of 1998 answering
those three (21 questions in the affir-
mative. The Board 3] said, based on the
information that was (4] before it back in
1998, DM&E’s proposal met [s) the Trans-
portation Merits criteria. But, and (6] this
is very important to remember, the
Board (7] said it could not be issuing a
final decision (8] because all the in-
formation was not before [9] it. This is
because the environmental review [10]
process was not complete. It had just
begun.

111 Until the environmental review [12]
process is complete, the Board said it
would [13] not be able to issue a final
decision on [14) DM&E’s proposal, That
brings us to the [15] environmental re-
view process. This is a [16] multi-step
process that has been going on for [17]
some time now. The Board has con-
ducted (18] scoping meetings. A few years
ago we were (19 here. The Boardissued a
final and draft (20] scope of analysis. Most
recently, and (21 probably most impor-
tantly, the Board recently (22) issued a
Draft Environmental Impact Statement
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(1 and provided an opportunity for
public 121 comment,
31 That’'s why we are here this (4

afternoon,to hearyour commentson the
Draft (51 Environmental Impact Statem-
ent. Now, the (6] DEIS, as it’s called, is
intended to perform {71 2 mumber of
functions. The first is to let (s you all
know what we believe to be the (g
potential environmental impacts of
DM&E’s 10} proposal. Also, the potential
impacts of any [11) reasonable and feasi-
ble alternatives to (121 DM&E’s proposal,
including the no action or [13] no build
alternative.

(141 The DM&E is intended to inform [15]
federal, state and local agencies as well,
116 affected communities, landowners,
ranchers, (17] farmers, tribal members
and all other 18] interested members of
the public who want to 1199 provide
comments. The Draft EIS also sets [20
forth the Section of Environmental An-
alysis [21] preliminary recommendations
for mitigation.

1221 Comments are due on the Draft
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(1) Envitonment Impact Statement [2]
January 5th, 2001. We have received a
number 3] of requests to extend that
comment period. (4 If you have an
opinion on that issue, you are [5] wel-
come to make that comment this after-
noon [¢6] or also submit it in writing,
[71 What'’s next? When the comment (s}
period closes, it will then be our (9]
responsibility to take all comments, writ-
ten [10] and oral, and respond to those
comments in a [11] Final Environmental
Impact Statement. If (121 necessary and
appropriate, we will also {13] conduct
additional environmental review in [14]
the Final EIS. At that point the [is)
envitonmental review process will be
(16] finished. The Board then, the 117
decision-maker, will have- all the in-

formation 18] beforeitand the Board will -

issue a [19] decision, and that will be the
final decision [20) on DM&E’s proposal.
(21] The Board will have three choices [22]
to make, and it will have to make one
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(1] decision. Either to approve DM&E’s
proposal (21 as it was originally sub-
mitted.Approve 3] DM&E’s proposal but
only if certain [4] mitigation measures
occur. Or third, to deny ;51 DM&E’s
proposal.Those are the three [6] options.

(71 Now, the Board hasn’t been working
18] alone on the Draft Environmental
Impact (9] Statement. There have been
other federal (10 agencies working with
the Board as [11) cooperating agencies.
These other agencies 1z1 will also be
issuing permits on various [13] applica-
tions also involved in this (14 pro-
ceeding. Those other agencies, and
there [15] are five other federal agencies
involved, are [16] the Forest Service, the

Bureau of Land (17) Management,the U.S.
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Army Corps of 18] Engineers, the Bureau

of Reclamation,and the (191 Coast Guard.
120] A representative of the U.S. Army [21]
Corpsof Engineersis here thisafternoon
and 221 will be speaking to youabout the
Corps’
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111 role. There is also one other agency,
the [2) United States Environmental Pro-
tection Agency (3 who has a role in this
process. EPA will be 14 reviewing the
Draft Environmental Impact (5] Statem-
ent and issuing a rating on the DEIS. 6]
EPA will also be evaluating some of the [7]
Corps’ process under what’s called the
404 8] application that our represe-
ntative from the (91 Corps will be telling
you about.

110 Would the members of the EPA like
[11] to just wave to the group so every-
body 1121 recognizes them. Jim Berkley
and Mazin [13] Enwiya. With that,Iwould
like to thank you [141all again for coming
this afternoon. I look 151 forward to
hearing your comments on the Draft 16]
FIS. I would like to introduce Tim Fell
from [17] the Army Corps of Engineers.
Thank you.

118} MR. FELL: Thank you, Vicki. As [19]
she said, my name is Tim Fell. Iwork with
1201 the St.Paul district of the Army Corps
of 1211 Engineers.I am out of the St. Paul
office.

(221 The Cotps out of St. Paul will be
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11 looking at the project as it impacts
waters 121 and wetlands in the State of
Minnesota. The [3] project also extends
into the South Dakota (4] and Wyoming,
and the Corps’district office (51 inOmaha
will be handling and reviewing the 6]
impacts in those areas.
171'The Corps has permit jurisdiction (sin
this matter under two laws. One is [9]
Section 10 of the Riversand HarborsAct.
110] That is reference to navigable watets.
The 1113 other law is Section 404 of the
Clean Waters [12] Act. Under that law we
review projects that (131 involve the
discharge or placement of dredged [14]
orfill materialinto otherwaters inthe (15
United States, including areas like ponds,
[16] rivers, lakes and wetlands.

171 The Corps of Engineers will be (i8]
looking at the impacts of the projectand
o1 considering whether the project
would be 201 contrary to the public
interest. We will be (21] looking at the
plans to see whether they 22 represent
the least environmentally damaging
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(1] alternative.
121 In doing this public interest (3] review
there are many factors that are going 4l
to be considered. These will include

factors [51 of wetlands; wildlife habitat,
economics, (6] cultural resources, land
use, floodplain [7) values. The informat-
ion that we gathered in 8] the permit
application, information from the (]
Draft EIS and the Final EIS and from our
(101 public notice that the Corps has
issued, and (1] certainly comments that
are generated from [12) public hearings
like this and the several [13] other hear-
ings that have been held in the 114] last
two weeks, all of that information is [15]
going to be reviewed and considered by
the 6] Corps of Engineers before we
make a permit (17] decision on whether
to.approve the project.

(181 So with that, Twould like to turn [19] it
over to Steve Thornhill from Burns and
(20) McDonnell. Thank you.

1211 MR. THORNHILL: Thank you. Wel-
come [22] everyone. As Tim said, my
name is Steve
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11 Thornhill. I am with Burns and
McDonnell 21 Engineering. We are the
consulting company (3} that was retained
to assist this Sutface [41 Transportation
Board in preparation of the (51 Draft
Environmental Imipact Statement. What I
161 would like to do is take just a few
minutes 71 to kind of expound a little bit
on some of 8] the things that Vicki said
the DEIS contains 9] and just brieflykind
of hit some of the high [10] points and
highlights of the DEIS.

r11] The first thing that the DEIS does [12]
contain is a description of the existing
[13] environment. In doing that what it
attempts (14 to do is kind of paint a
picture of what the 115] natural envir-
onmental resources of the [16] project
areasare.Kind of give people an (171idea
of what it’s like, what’s out there and 18]
what that things are important.

(191 The next thing it does is it looks [20] at
the different alternatives proposed for
1211 the project.One of those alternatives
as (221 required under the National En-
vironmental
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111 Policy Act is the no action alternative.
121 That was onie of the alternatives that
was (3! evaluated for this project. After
discussing 4 and describing the dif-
ferentalternatives, ;s the DEISthen goes
in and discusses and (6] evaluates what
impacts each of those (71 alternatives
would have on the existing (8] en-
vironment,the environmental resources
91 found within the project area.

[10] As most of you are probably aware,
111 and as Vicki mentioned, the Draft (12]
Environmental Impact Statement was
released [13) on September the 27th,
2000. There is 114 a 90-day comment
period, which will conclude [15] on

January the 5th, 2001.

116) As part of the DEIS, there is a 117]
discussion of what the proposed pur-
pose and (18] need for the project is. Just
brieflyto 1i91kind ofhit onthe two points
of that, one of 20] the purposes of the
project would be to [21] provide DM&E
the financial resources [22] necessary to
reconstruct its existing rail
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11 line across Minnesota and South
Dakota. This [2; has been deemed nece-
ssary in order to [3) continue to provide
safe and efficient rail (4 transportation to
the region.

151 The second purpose would be, by 6]
extending DM&E’s existing line into the
coal [71 fields of the Powder River Basin
they would (81 provide an additional
competitive rail access [9] to the coal
mines in that region, thereby [0} in-
creasing the competition and trans-
portation [11] opportunities for the re-
gion’s mineral [12] resources.

1131 There were four alternatives [14)
generally evaluated for this extension.
The 151 firstalternative wasthe no action
(16 alternative. The second alternative,
(171 alternative B, would involve new
construction 18] of rail line generally
along the Cheyenne [19] River in sou-
thwestern South Dakota and into [20]
Wyoming. The third alternative, al-
ternative [21] C, was a modification of
alternative B, which 221 removedthe line
from portions of the
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(11 Cheyenne River determined to be 21
environmentally sensitive. The fourth (3]
alternative, alternative D, involved 4]
reconstruction of additional sections of
51 DM&E’s existing line,as well as new (6]
construction along existing rail lines in
the 71 region in order to create one rail
line that s1would extend the systeminto
the Powder River o1 Basin.

110j Just real briefly I am going to 1
touch on some of the project com-
ponentsin [12] the various states affected
by the project 113] and highlight some of
the things that were [14} noted in the
DEIS. For Minnesota, what was [15] eval-
uatedin the Draft Environmental Impact
116) Statement included the proposed [17]
reconstruction of DM&E’s existing line
across (18] the state. There were pote-
ntially new (191 constructions evaluated
for the communities [20] of Mankato,
Owatonna and Rochester. There [21)
would be three new yards potentially [22)
constructed in Minnesota, which were
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(1] evaluated.

121 Some of the unique characteristics 3]
and concerns that were identified, and
this 4] is just kind of a snapshot, there
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were many, [5] included the numerous
communities located [6] along the rail
line. Also those communities (7] in areas
of new constructions that were (s eval-
uated. The farmers located along the 9]
line, again both along the existing line
and 0] in the areas of proposed con-
struction. The [11] Mayo Clinic and the
health care provided by (121 it in this area
was a unique situation [13] throughout
the region. Sensitive riparian [14] areas
and wetlands found throughout the [15]
state, both again along the existing line
and (1) inthe areas of new construction.
Lastly, 171 the flood control projects
present in the [18] communities of Man-
kato and Rochester.

1191 In South Dakota, the proposed [20]
project would involve reconstruction of
1211 DM&E’s existing rail line. It would
also (221 include construction of new rail
line to
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m extend DM&E's existing system to the
coal 2] fields. There were two new rail
yards 3] proposed as part of the project
within South 4 Dakota. There were
construction alternatives (5] evaluated in
the Spring Creek Hay Canyon [6] areas of
South Dakota and around the 71 com-
munity of Brookings.

8] Some of the unique characteristics (9]
again identified in South Dakota in-
cluded the (101 potential impacts to
Buffalo Gap National (11] Grassland, prim-
arily in western South Dakota. [12] Im-
pacts to numerous tribal reservations
and (131 Native American issues and
concerns. Impact (14 to farms and ran-
ches throughout the line, [15] both along
the existing line and the new [16] con-
struction areas. Sensitive riparian [17]
areas, particularly those along the Chey-
enne (18] River corridor. Impacts to the
Angostura (191 Irrigation District. Impacts
to the many [20) communities along the
line, both again along [21] the existing
portion of the project and in [22] the new
construction areas. Lastly, impacts
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(1) associated with either rehabilitation
of the (2 existing bridge or construction
of a new [3) bridge across the Missouri
River at Pierre, (4] South Dakota.

151 In Wyoming the project would 6]
involve construction of new rail line to
(71 extend DM&E’s system into the Pow-
der River (8] Basin. It would involve the
potential (5 construction of one new rail
yard. There [10] were alternatives eval-
uated to access the [11] Black Thunder
and North Antelope coal mines.[12 Some
of the unique things identified included
1131 impacts to the Thunder Basin Nat-
ional ;14] Grasslands and the numerous
ranches and (5] ranchers that occupy
the area and utilize the (16) land that

would be crossed.

117] In conducting the analysis it was [18]
determined that a variety of envir
onmental [19] areas and issues would be
significantly [20) impacted by the project.
Not all of these (217 areas would be
significantly impacted by all 1221 com-
ponents of the project, but each of these
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111areas would be significantly impacted
by at (21 least one of the potential
components of the 3] project. The areas
determined to be (4 significantly im-
pacted included safety, and (5] that re-
lated to rail highway at grade [6] crossing
safety, geology and soils, water [7] re-
sources, wetlands, paleontological or (8]
fossil resources, cultural resources, [9]
including both archeological and his-
toric, [10] threatened and endangered
species, land use, 111] noise, air quality,
environmental justice, (12] esthetics, soc-
ioeconomicsand cumulative [13] impacts
that this project combined with other
(14] foreseeable projects throughout the
project [15] area.

[16] Lastly, the Draft Environmental 117]
Impact Statement discussed proposed
measures [18] that should the project be
approved these [19]1 measures could be
imposed as mitigation to [20] minimize or
reduce the environmental effects [21] of
the project on the environmental re-
sources [22] within the area. At this time
those
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(1] mitigation measures are general in
natureand 21 could be applied to most of
the alternatives 3] considered or pro-
posed. Therefore, they fall (4 into the
category of what would best be (5]
described as best management prac-
tices. (6] Those would be things like
utilization of (7 silt fences or straw bales

to control (8] erosion.

91 There were also a number of [10]
mitigation measures that involved (11
coordination between DM&E and local,
state [12] and federal agencies in order to
develop [13] plans and agreements that
would address the (141 concerns and
jurisdictional issues of those [15] other
agencies. However, it was determined
(16] as part of the evaluation that some of
these [17] impacts would be very difficult
to 118) effectively mitigate. Therefore,an
n9]important partof the process,and the
reason [20] that we are here today, is to
receive [21) comments from the people
who would be 221 affected by the
project as to what mitigation
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(1] measures are felt would be approp-
riate and (21 could effectively mitigate
the impacts of the [3] project.

41 Let’s see. The last thing that was (5]

discussed was the concept of negotiated
(61 agreements. Those would be agreem-
ents again [7] between DM&E and other
organizations or [8) agencies to address
the concerns of those [9) parties who
have concerns about the impacts f10] of
the projects. The mitigation chapter (11
causeshowthoseagreements needto be
[12] submitted to the STB so they can be
113] considered by the Board; and if the
project (14) is approved, can be imposed
as mitigation [15] measures or conditions
onapproval ofthe [16] project. With that I
will close. Thank you [17] all very much
again for coming, and thank you [1s) for
your comments.

(151 MR. GARDINER: Okay. Just in [20]
summary again, about the format for
comments. (211 Oral comments at this
meeting will be [22] transcribed. Written
comments on the comment
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(1} sheet that you have, or if you have a
written [2] statement with you, feel free
to provide 3] that. Then written com-
ments by mail to the [4 addresses listed
on that sheet that you have. ]

(51 As Vicki said, the project team (6] will
be reviewing all of those comments and
(71 comparing responses to the sub-
stantive (8] comments. Those responses
will be included 19) with the Final EIS. All
of that information, [10] the comments,
the responses and the Final EIS 11 will be
provided to the Board so they can be (121
fully informed about the potential 13]
environmental impacts.

(141 Specifically, just to review the [15]
things that the team is seeking com-
ments on, (16] the Draft EIS, as Steve just
described.Some [17) components of that,
including the [18] programmatic agreem-
ents on deals with the [19] Native Amer-
ican issues. There is also a [20) biological
assessment in there. That deals 211 with
threatened and endangered species [22]
issues. So thos¢ are important conr
ponents of

: : Page 31
(11 the Draft EIS.

121 As Tim described, the Section 404 (3]
permit applications for the respective 4]
states,seeking commentson those. Then
151 lastly, the proposed forest plan amen-
dments. (61 Those relate to the Forest
Services review of [7] potential impacts
on Forest Service lands.

8) The order of commenters, we are [9)
going to take any federal or state elected
(10] officials who are here, take their
comments [11] first. Then work through
the list of {12] preregistered speakers.AsI
said, it’s a [13) long list, about 70 people.
Then other [14] speakers, those of you
who signed upto speak (151 here,or other
speakers who may have already (16
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provided comments at another meeting.
To the (17] extent we have time available,
we will take 1181 comments from those
people. But we have a (191 long list of
people who preregistered; we may [20]
not get to those other people.

1211 To help us get through as many [22]
peopleas possible,let me review, that we
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riyhave athree-minute time limit. Iwilibe
12] timing you. I will give you about [3] 2
30-second warning. So you should plan
on [4] wrapping up at that point.As Isaid
151 earlier, it’s important to be concise, 6]
summarize your key points and provide
those. 71 Feel free to provide the written
statement to [8] us. ‘

191 If you could provide your name and
1101 affiliation so that the transcriber can
get (111 that.Start with that;it will be quite
iz important. T will also be letting
people 13 know when they are coming
up. If you can 1141 come up and be
prepared to start promptly, [15] that
would keep us moving forward quickly
as 161 well. So now is a good time for
everybody to (171 nod in the affirmative
that we are going to (18] live by these
ground rules. So that’s how we [19] will
proceed.

1201 The first name I have is 211 Con-
gressman Gutknecht. I understand he is
122] still in Washington and couldn’t be
here
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(1] today.Ijust wanted to confirmthat.I(2)
haven’t seen him here.
13) The next one T have is State 4] Senator
Sheila Kiscaden. I apologize if 1 1]
mispronounced that.

6] MS. KISCADEN: Good afternoon. My
171 name is Sheila Kiscaden. First let me [8]
apologize for myrough voice.Igotout of
191 my sick bed to be here today. But I
think [10] it’s a very important topic for
our [11] community. I want to thank you
for coming to [12] take testimony from
the community.

131 During my eight years in the (14
Minnesota State Senate I have taken a
strong [15] interest in rail issues. In fact I
aman j16]advocate forimproved passage
of rail for (17] this community and for the
upper midwest [18] overall. So I stand
before you not as a [19] person who is
opposed to rail but someone who [20]
supports rail. I serve ona number of task
r21] forces trying to advocate for im-
proved [221 passage of rail. However, the
DM&E proposal
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111has createda lot of controversy for this
(21 community and throughout our State
of 131 Minnesota. Massive transportation
projects (4] almost always do, whatever

kind of [5] transportation project they
are. ’

161 This project, however, is different (7]
because this project is not going to be 8]
determined by how we manage this
project. (9} It's not going to be dete-
rmined by local (10] units of government
or by state government. [11] In most
instances we have the responsibility (12]
to work with the citizens of our com-
munities 1131 to find resolution for the
conflicts that [14] massive transportation
projects impose. [15] Always the benefits
ofthe transportation [16] projects have to
be weighed against the (171 economic
environmental and social costs of (18]
those projects for those who will be 119]
negatively affected. In this instance it [20]
comes to you.I ama little bit concerned
r21jabout that overall. Twill be asking that
1221 you consider ways that you can get
state and
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1] local government a little bit more
involved.

121 Similarly, when a business wants to 3}
expand and its expansion will impact 4]
adjoining property ownersand the com-
munity, (5] the laws and ordinances of
state and local (6] units of government
seek to limit or minimize (7] the impact
on others. What do we have with (8] the
DM&E proposal? What we have is a 9]
transportation business that wants to
expand 10) to meet the needs of other
businessesand [11jagriculturaland utility
industries. There [12) is a potential for
significant economic gain [13] for these
industries and for the communities [14]
who depend on them.

(151 But there is also significant [16]
economic,socialand environmental cos-
ts for [17] other communities. Today you
are in a (18] community that will bear
economic and social {19) costs from the
DM&E expansion and sees no (20} benefit
to the community. Today you are [21]
going to hear from residents of Ro-
chester 221 that do not want the DM&Eto
expand its
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1] operations through downtown Ro-
chester. Today (21 you willalso hear from
people in the 31 townships around
Rochester that don’t want [4) DM&E to
have a bypass.

51 There is one point of agreement.[6] No
one thinks that having the rail line go (7]
through their property will improve
their 8] property. Your job is to decide.
Let me ask [9) you to consider a few
thoughts. I realize —110] I was told five
minutes.I am going to go [11] over a little
bit.

(121 We are a unique community. We are
[13] an economic engine for the state and
for the 141 region. Fully 25,000 people

commute in here [15] to work every day.
You can think of usasa 16] unique kind of
tourist community, a mecca [(17] that
brings in people for health care issues.
18] So the quality of the community and
the [191ambiance and the environment of
the community [20] is very important. T
don’t think we would [21] allow a freight
rail to go through other [221 kinds of
tourist locations.
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11 We are proud of our rights as (2)
citizens.But where do ourrights endand
i3] the other guy’s begins.In this case,1 (4]
would like you to, as you are here today,
151 stand on the overpass,the skyway that
goes [6] over Broadway and look north
and imagine a 171 four block rampup toa
railoverpassanda 8] fourblock downon
the other side and ask (9] what it would
do to the ambiance of this [0y com-
munity.

(11] Another big concern thatThave is [12]
that everything I have heard so far from
the (131 DM&E rail line, they are not
offering to pay [14] the full cost for any
bypasses that they (151 would in fact
agree to do.Yourwholerepott [16jisvery
light on mitigations and in ordering 117
mitigation or even empowering local
units of [18] government to negotiate
with the rail line on [19] mitigations. This
is an irony because it’s (20 not inkeeping
with how Minnesota handles our [21]
other transportation projects. Generally
221 Minnesota expects the full cost,
including
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11} costs to other business owners and [2]
homeowners, to be included in total
project 3] costs.It's notbeenincludedin
this (41 proposal.

is] Third, I would like you to think (g
about the value of bypassing com-
munities when (7] it’s possible to do so.
It’'s no surprise i8] that many comr
munities are asking you to [91 bypass. You
probably came from Mankato on (10]
Highway 14. We are in the process of [11]
rebuilding Highway 14 using state and
federal 121 dollars. The communities
who lobbied this (131 long and hard for
Highway 14 improvements (14] generally
are also asking us to do, as we [15]
reconstruct, to bypass their downtowns,
to 16] bypass their businesses, to bypass
their home 171 owners. Why should we
do anything (18] differently with a mass-
ive rail project like [19] this.

1201 In my experience controversial 21]
transpottation projects take a long time
to [221 resolve, but you have us on a fairly

tight
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11 time schedule.I have already written
to you [21t0 ask you to give us more time
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so that we 3] can engage in the kind of
community dialogue 4 that would be
needed.But I'would also ask (5] you to be
more forthcoming in looking at what (6]
the mitigation should be for any kind of
(71 project like this, for this project, for 5]
projects in the future.

(91 I think you also have to consider 10
giving some authorityto localunits of [11]
government to more actively negotiate
perhaps [12] on a state by state basis with
the rail line. (131 You need to establish
criteria not only for 14] this project but
for future projects of when [15] a bypass
would be ordered or considered 6]
around the communities that will suffer
[17] economic, environmental and social
costs.

181 If we are going to succeed in this 1191
country in making rail an integral part of
a [200 multimodal transportation plan,
your role and (21) leadership in involving
state and local (221 government in re-
solving these kinds of
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111 disputes is critical and I urge you to
use (2] this first massive rail project as a
means of 3] changing the way that you
work with state (4] government on these
issues. Thank you.

151 MR. GARDINER: That concludes the
6] list of state and federal elected offic-
ials (71 that I have. Are there others that I
am not 8] aware of that are here?

91 Okay. So launching into the [io] re-
mainder of the list. What I am going to do
1 is identify the next three people
coming up. [12] So if you are on deck, if
you could work your {131 way to the front
and be readyto go.The (14 names Thave
John Wade, Dr. Hugh Smith. Is [15] Dr.
Smith here? Okay. Mike Podulke.

116] MR. WADE: Good morning and wel-
come [17] to Rochester. I appreciate the
opportunity (18] to speak before you
today. Rochester is (19 certainly im-
portant to me but I can assure [20] you
that I am not alone. In fact, just two [21]
months ago a group of community
leaders (221 dedicated to preserving the
safety and
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(1) quality of life of our residents formed
to [21 launch a campaign against the coal
trains. 3] Myself,along with former Chief
Justice Sandy 41 Keith, have the honorof
being the co-chairs (51 of this massive
effort. Qur organization, [6) Citizens to
Stop the Coal Trains, represents 7] peo-
ple from all facets of this community, [s]
including business, government, heaith
care [91and community activists.All have
united (10 around this issue and rallied to
the defense [11] of this great community.
112 Since Citizens to Stop the Coal j13]
Train was launched on September 27th

we have (14] been overwhelmed by the
support we have [15] received. By the
thousands, people have [16] written us,
called our office and visited our (171 web
site.Ihave provided youthousands of (1s]
letters and petitions to enter formally
into [19] the record.

120] Hundreds of open cars carrying coal
(211 or other hazardous materials will
pose a [22] significant health risk to this
community.
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(1) While€ this hazard would concern any
[2] community, it is especially troubling
for 131 Rochester. You see, in our city
health care 4 isn’t just an individual
concern, it is one i51of the — it is in fact,
the cornerstone of (6] our community.
We are fortunate to not only (71 have one
ofthe state’slargest employersbut s the
world’s most prominent health care 9]
provider, the Mayo Clinic.

1101 As a result, hundreds of thousands [11]
of patients come to Rochester each year
for [12] treatment. An expanded DM&E
line which lies (131 justa block from Mayo
Clinic will surely (149 erode patients’
piece of mind even before an [15) acci-
dent or spill occurs. As we recently [16]
withessed on improved track in Scotts
Bluff, 171 Nebraska, the community had
to be evacuated 18] because of abenzene
spill.

(191 Ask any proponent of this proposed
1201 upgrade where the 800 residents of
senior 211 housing adjacent to the rail-
road in Rochester 122) will be evacnated
to in a similar spill. Ask
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{1 the proponents of this proposed
upgrade if [2] they would like to be on
hand to tell one of 3] their family
membersat Methodistthat there (4 isnot
a hospital within a hundred miles that 5]
they can be evacuated to.

t61 An expansion would also pose a 7]
financial threat to Rochester. We have [g]
workedhard to build a great community
and (91 this would be a major blow. It
would be a [10] major blow to our jobs as
well. For example, (11 the significant
traffic obstructions 12 resulting from at
least eight rail crossings [13] being shut
down simultaneously every 40 [14) min-
utes will drive customers and eventually
[15] businesses away from the areas of
that track. , '

1161 I understand and I respect the [17]
tremendous responsibility facing the
Surface 18] Transportation Board. Those
of us in (197 Rochester have a respon-
sibility, too, a [20] responsibility to speak
out against this coal [21] train proposal
and its negative impact on our (22 health,
public safety and economic future. I
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(1] thank you very much for your time
and [21 consideration. Thank you.

3] DR. SMITH: Thank you for the (4 op-
portunity to present Mayo Clinic’s con-
cerns [5] about the impact of the pro-
posed DM&E [s] expansion on our hu-
man environment. We (71 believe the
DM&E expansion poses a health [s] risk
and safety threat. There are no (9] re-
strictions on what the railroad will haul
(10] at higher speeds through our city.
They can 11 haul hazardous material,
including propane 1121 and anhydrous
ammonia. Of the thousand 131 acutely ill
patients in Mayo hospitals every 14 day,
150 of them are in intensive care units;
[15] many on respirators or other support
devices. 6] It would be impossible to
safely evacuate [17) them, because there
are more intensive care [18) unit beds in
Rochester than all intensive [19] care unit
beds in all hospitals in all cities 20 and
towns along the DM&E line from Wyom-
ing to {211 Winona. If we have a der-
ailment and (221 hazardous chemical spill
there is no hospital
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(11 within a hundred miles that could
handle even [21 one-sixth of our patients
if they survive the 3] trip.

141 To ourknowledge the largest number
151 of highly sensitive magnetic reson-
ance 6] imaging, or MRI, scanners in the
world, 12 of 71themare located less than
a thousand feet (8] from the DM&E line.
MR scannersare 9] sensitive to vibrations
as small as one [i0] millionth that of
gravity. Vibration from a [11] loaded coal
train at 45 miles per hour can [12]
measurably impact on the images for
more [13] than 26,000 patients that we
scan each year.

(141 Unfortunately, the newer magnetic
[15] resonance scanners are U-shaped
ratherthan 116 tubular. This eases patient
claustrophobia 17) and allows medical
access to the patient ps; during pro-
cedures and the scan. [19] Unfortunately,
if you think about it, the [20) U-shape of
these next generation scanners [21] gives
them the characteristic of a giant [22)
tuning fork; and with their lower mass,
make
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(11 them even more vulnerable to vib-
ration,

121 Mayo Clinic is an economic engine 3]
for Rochester and the entire region. Our
[41 payroll contribution to the region is
greater 151 than billion dollars annmally.
One-third of 6] our employees live
outside of Rochester.Our (7] patients and
visitors who travel with them, [g] this is
one million peopleayear, 9 generate 1.6
billion in health care and an [0 ad-
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ditional 180 million to other nonmedical
111] businesses such as hotels and re-
staurants in [12) the region each year.
More than half of all 113) this revenue
comes from outside our state.

14) The success of Mayo Clinic and of {15]
Rochester are interdependent. In Ro-
chester [16] there are 5,000 hotels rooms
to 80,000 (171 people.One hotel room for
every 16 s} citizens. In Minneapolis
there are the same [19] number, 5,000
hotels rooms or one room for [20] every
70 people.Any decline in patient and [21]
visitorvolume profoundlyaffects our(22]
economy. This is a difficult situation. But
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(1) we must identify a solution that harms
the [21 fewest number of people. We
appreciate the (3] opportunity to present
our Concerns.

4] MR. PODULKE: My name is Mike 5]
Podulke.Iam a member of the Olmsted
County (61 Board which has passed
unanimously a (71 resolution in favor of
the no build option. 8 I am here to tell
you something that you (9 already know
and an unintended consequence [10] that
I hope you guys thought about. That is,
(11] the 37 train business plan doesn’t fly
{121 financially. It just won’t work.

13] It was marginal when first [14] pro-
posed. The STB like another famous [15]
government Pontius Pilate tried to wash
its 16 hand of the problem by letting the
market (171 decide. But as Pontius Pilate
and Lady 118 Macbeth found out, it isn’t
that easy to wash [19] their hands. Since
the incredibly 120] optimistic 37 train
scenario with its (21] assumption of rising
rates and full (22 cooperation from other
railroads and hand-off
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111 and right-of-way issues and the bor-
rowing (2] of 1.4 billion dollars was
conceived many 3} things have hap-
pened. Coal economists have 4 been
telling all railroads to hold level if [5] not
reduce coal hauling rates to defend the
61 dominance of coal against emergent
(71 alternative fuels. Other railroads have
been (8] making enormous investments
in their own coal [o1 infrastructure. A rate
war is very (i0] foreseeable.

(111 The DM&E has promised most trains
nz1will turn offbefore Rochester.Forthe
1131 business plan, when those trains turn
off, 1141 the revenue does,t00. A different
railroad 1151 gets them. Important rail-
roads have shown no (16} indication of
special cooperation with DM&E's (17]
need to solve their right-offway gaps or
hand 1181 off problems. Inflation con-
tinues.

119) New construction and operational
1z0] costs have surfaced. The real cost of
{21] construction is probably closerto 2.5

- 1221 than 1.4 billion. Because of these

factors

-
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11)and others,the 37 train scenario just (2]
doesn’t work financially. However, bec-
ause 3] of the hand washing decision of
the STB, the 1) process has been dec-
oupled from what actually (5] gets built.
The process is decoupled from (6] what
will actually get built.

171 Now the market will decide howto (81
puild and operate this railroad. Once
given 91 approval, there will be no
further effective [10] oversight on what
the railroad does or the [11] hew owners
do. Something that won't wotk [12]
financially will never get built. Cleatly,
(18] since the easiest way to make this
plan n14) actually work is to add more and
more coal 115] trains. The EIS should be
about a hundred [16] trains and not about
37.

1171 This is a fairy tale EIS done on an (18]
imaginary project. Like the decision of
that 1197 other government official Pon-
tius Pilate, we [20] will all suffer for it.

1211 MR. QUIRK: I am Michael Quirk. I (z2]
represent the largest neighborhood
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(1] association in Rochester, Kutzky Park,
121 located south of the DM&E tracks
west of 3] downtown. Our association
formed five years [4] ago in response to.a
rapid increase in crime, (51 deteriorated
housingand slum landlords. (6] Since that
time my neighborhood has made a (7]
dramatic turn-around. Our crime rate is
now i8] among the lowest. Where con-
demned houses [9] once drove property
values, the [10] turn-of-century charm of
our renovated 111 housing and our
proximity to downtown make {12] Kut-
zky Park a desirable location for new
home [13] buyers.
1141 The DM&E project is the latest (15)
threat to the vitality of my neighbor-
hood. 1161 Qur concerns are many. In-
cluding the daily [17] disruptions, noise,
vibrations, safety, [18] degradation of our
quality of life and loss 191 of our property
values. The DEIS is required 201 to
identify the issues and provide solutions.
217 Instead it has only delivered in-
accuracies, [22] incomplete and out-of-
date data and
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r1assumptions that can only be based on
wishful [2j thinking.

131 The impact of anincrease of 34 (4] coal
trains rumbling through Rochester on a
{51 daily basis has been ignored.In the (6]
residential mitigation Section, mitigation
(77 measures only respond to recon-
struction [g] activities. Activities that the
DEIS states 91 should be short-term, only
few days orweeks.(10)lam dismayed that

the DEIS provided (111 absolutely no
mitigation to homeowners, [12] bus-
inesses and other landowners who will
be 113] forced to endure this injustice.
[14] My primary concern is the loss of (15]
property values to homes near the
DM&E 116] tracks. Many residence along
the DM&E 117) corridor are low income,
minorities, single [18] parent and at risk
families who live in these [191 areas for
economic reasons. For many [z0] families
their home is their only asset. The 1211
only savings they have.

122 There is no place in the United
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111 States where the residential property
values (21 have increased after unit coal
trains started [3] operations. The econo-
mic benefit to the DM&E [4] railroad does
not justify the financial loss (5] that many
of the area families will be dealt.

161 The DEIS has assumed that the [7]
increase in jobs will result in an increase
i8] in individuals relocating to our area.
But (9] at the same time your data shows
few jobs 0] created by the DM&E in
Olmsted County. These [11] few jobs will
have a negligible effect on the n2
housing market in Rochester. In fact,
your [13] own statement that increased
rail traffic (14 will likely make residential
areas even less [15) desirable, reducing
redl estate values (16} implies that in-
creased coal train traffic [(17) depresses
housing values.

(181 Why will homes along the DM&E 1191
corridor be less desirable, because no
one [20] wants to live next to a railroad
with 34 211 blaring, clattering, dusty,
squealing [22) mile-long coal trains every
day.Their
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(11 employees will be able to afford to
build new [21 homes or purchase better
homes in better 3] neighborhoods,away
from the coal trains. (41 Further dep-
ressing the area’s housing values [5] and
further concentrating families most at [6]
risk,low income, minority, eldertyand 7]
single parent families into the rail (8]
corridor.
o1 In conclusion, I believe that a new (10
Draft EIS needs to be written that cor-
rects [11] all inaccuracies and assump-
tions, references [12] more current and
relevant data, address [13] mitigations
concerns and requires explicit [14] mit-
igation solutions from the DM&E.Thank
[15] you.

116 MR. MILLER:1 am Jerry Miller. I (17)
am the mayor of City of Winona. The
citizens (18} of our Winona community
insist that our {19] environmental issues
and concerns, which 20] include health,
safety, traffic, vibration, [21] noise, pro-
petty values and quality of life be [22
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addressed in the same manner as com-
munities
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11 which are located on the DM&E
railroad line. (21 The reason for this
insistence is that even (3] though we are
not on the DM&E line, we are [4) affected
in the same manner, perhaps even 5]
more so because of the cumulative
effect of 6 the 25 to 35 trains going
through our city at (7] the present time.

18] Any additional DM&E coal trains (9]
coming through our city will only be
adding [10] to the existing impacts. The
DEIS states (111 that the SEA determined
that the proposed 112) project could
result in significant impacts 131 from
increased vibration. The city of Winona
(141has 121 structures located within 100
feet of [15] the track which can be
potentially impacted 1161 by vibration.
Compared to 30 structures, [17] accord-
ing to the DEIS, structures located [1s]
withina hundredfeet ofthe track inall of
(191 Olmsted County.

(20] The City of Winona has a greater [21]
number of structures potentially im-
pacted by [22) vibration than all other
environmental
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(1] concerns than any whole county
located on the (21 DM&E line in the State
of Minnesota. 3] Chapter 7 of the DEIS
states, and I quote, 4] “The board’s
practice consistently has been 5] to
mitigate only those impacts that result (]
from the proposed actions.” Ay DM&E
coal (7] trains traveling through Winona
on the CP g line will impact our
community and will (9 result from the
proposed action.
1101 In chapter 3 it states, operational (11]
impacts for the existing rail line would
112] include those anticipated along the
portion [13] of the CP rail line within
Winona, Minnesota. 114] Despite these
two Draft Environmental Impact [15]
Statements quotes, we cannot find
where or [16] how the Sutfice Trans-
portationBoard includes {171 the cities of
Goodhue and Winona in the 18] mit-
igation process.
(191 Itis our hope and desire that if 120 the
Surface Transportation Board approves
the {211 proposed project it will define a
definite [22) process by which the cities
of Goodhue and
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(11 Winona will be involved in the nego-
tiations 21 and mitigations with all in-
volved parties, 3] including all raitway
companies, power plants [4] and all
others benefiting from the coal [s) trains
passing through our city.
61 If the federal government can [7]
provide 3.5 billion through the Federal

18] Railroad Rehabilitation Improvement
Financing 9] Programto help to maintain
the health and 0] interest of the rail-
roads, I would hope that (11] the federal
government would have funds [12] avail-
able to help cities that are impacted by
113] the increased rail traffic.

{141 We feel that those who benefit from
1s1the coalshould pay.Itis our hope and
116 desire to mitigate rather than having
to (17] litigate. We hope this is also the
desire of 18] the Surface Transportation
Board and all o1 those who would
benefit from the expansion (20 project.
Thank you.

(211 MR. BARBER: RonBarber, private [22]
citizen. For environmental reasons the
DM&E
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[11 project should be approved.One item
missed (2 by the DEIS is that any pro-
jected exhaust 3] emission impacts cal-
culated for coal train (4 service on the
DM&E should not be considered [s] as
new impacts, but as distributed and (¢
reduced impacts.

[7) Without the DM&E project approved,
18] the trains will end up tunning on an
already (9] congested BNS&F or UP
corridor. So [10] regionally or nationally,
exhaust emission [11] impacts will be
reduced by having trains (12] running on
the shorter DM&Eroute. The (131 impacts
will be distributed to another area [14]
causing less harm in an already con-
gested (151 existing BNS&F or UP cor-
ridor.T have 16] witnessed congestion on
the UP Iowa and [17) Nebraska main line.
(18] Another item not stressed is that [19]
lower costs DM&E hauled PRB coal will
be able 1200 to reduce fugitive dust
impacts by having (211 utilities switched
from using low moisture [221 Eastern
mined coal to the higher moisture PRB
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{11 mined coal. I have witnessed dusty
eastern 2] coal shipments on the Norfolk
Southern 131 through Indiana.

(4] Approving the DM&E project mayalso
[5] negate any need for West Virginia
mountain (6] top mining of low sulfur
coal. Thisisone [710f the few areasin the
cast that mines low [8] sulfur coal. This
would solve many [9] environmental
issues the region is now [i0] facing. I
believe there is a moratorium [11] right
nowwith thistype of mining, but that {12
could change.

(131 I have also witnessed mountain top
[14] mining from an airplane flight going
to [15] Raleigh, North Carolina. It wasn’t
Very [16] pretty.

nn71Another pointto reconsideris that (18]
an upgrade of the existing line will allow
1191 DM&E to capture more non-coal
freight traffic (201 from the trucks that

haul it[now. This will 121] reduce fuel
consumption and exhaust emission [22]
impacts due to the higher efficiencies of
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1] train operation. BNS&F has, depe-
nding on the 2] season, doubled and in
some cases tripled 3] non-coal freight
train service on their (4 Lincoln, Neb-
raska, to Gillette, Wyoming line [s] since
the line was rebuilt for coal service. (] I
have seen double stacked container
trains [7] on this line this summer.

(81 The last point to reconsider is (9] that
an upgraded line will allow grain and [10]
other commodities to be loaded into
cars at [11] maximum capacity, thus
creating more [12] efficient train oper-
ations and in turn 1131 reducing exhaust
emission impacts and. fuel 149 con-
sumption.

(151 In closing, many of the people in [16]
opposition to the project applauded the
STB (17) forincluding the existing line [18]
reconstructioninto the DEIS. YetIam 19]
disheartened that the same people were
first 1201 to condemn both the content
and the length of [21] this report. All of
here today that are [22) testifying should
be thankful that we live in
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(ua countrythatallowsus sucha process
that 21 the federal governmentaffords us
to speak 131 out on issues that concern us.
Thank you.

(41 MS. ALLEN:My name is Colleen (5]
Allen.Iamhere to speak onbehalf of my
t6] family in opposition of the railroad
bypass 71 proposed by the City of
Rochester. The route (8] of this proposed
bypass is through my (9] parents’ farm
which has been home and [i0] business
to five generations. In the 1960s 1] my
father lost 35 acres of prime crop land to
112 the construction of Interstate 90. The
small 13] amount he received did little to
compensate 14 him for the lost income
those acres would [15] have provided to
him during his lifetime and [16] in his
retirement.

[171 Farmers are dependent upon the
land nis; for their livelihood. Any re-
ductionin crop 191 acres would seriously
hamper the ability of a (20] farmer to stay
in business.A railroad (211 bypass through
a farm not only reduces the [22) amount
of income-producing acres but reduces

Page 61
nithe farm’s efficiency by creating fields
that (2] are inaccessible or too small or
oddly shaped 3] to accommodate the
size of today’s farm [4) equipment. This in
turn reduces the farm’s (57 property
value.
i6] Since a farmer does not receive a 7]
pension, the amount of acres he has
available 8] to rent or sell is vital to
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provide hima (9 retirement income. This -

bypass proposal will (10 destroy 55 crop
acres of my father’s farm, (11] thereby
reducing his retirement income.

(121 In addition to the loss of revenue [(13]
and the devaluation of property there is
a 114 safety issue of many at-grade
crossingsalong [151 the bypass route. This
will result in many 116} low volume roads
being closed.Asa result (171 of these road
closings farmers will have to [18] use
roads having a higher traffic volume in
91 order to access fields and pastures
cut off 201 by the bypass.

121] Slow moving farm equipment mixed
(221 with high traffic volume and mot-
Orists
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(1] traveling at speeds of 65 miles an hour
121 increases the likelihood of accidents.
Road 31 closings will also lengthen the
response (4] times for emergency veh-
icles in rural areas, (5] which are already
at critical levels. '

16] Figures from the National Highway (7]
Traffic Safety Administration put re-
sponse (8} time from the instance of a
collision until a 9] victim reaches the
nearesttrauma center [10] at 48.2 minutes
in rural Minnesota compared (111 to 29.4
minutes in the urban setting. The 12} lack
of alternative routes due to road [13]
closings will result in longer emergency
114 response times and further jeop-
ardize rural (15} residents.

1161 In conclusion, Rochester’s bypass [17]
proposalis simplya matterof shifting the
1181 concerns of the DM&E upgrade onto
a 191 population lacking the financialand
120] political resources available to the
Mayo (211 Clinic and the City of Ro-
chester. Therefore, (22) I am asking Sut-
face Transportation Board to
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1 reject Rochester’s proposal for a
costly and [21 unnecessary bypass at
taxpayer dollars and [3] urge the city to
begin negotiations with DM&E (4] on in-
city mitigation on the current rail (5]
corridor.

6 DR. FERGUSON:I am Frances [7] Fer-
guson. I am chair of the Mayo Foun-
dation 81 Board of Trustees. I believe
very strongly (o] that this train threatens
the Mayo Clinic, 110] recognized world
treasure. As Chair of the [11] Board of
Trustees of the Mayo Foundationand (12
a member ofthat Board for 13 years,113]
recognize the Mayo Clinic’s many, many
114] contributions to society. For more
than 100 115] years patients from throug-
hout the world have (6] benefited from
the Mayo Clinic.The Mayo (171 Clinicand
this community have been home to (18]
pioneering open heart surgery, the sur-
gical 191 process of hip replacement,

nonsurgical [20] tréatment of gallstones.

and a Nobel prize for [21] the discovery of
cortisone.
(221 More recently, Mayo has pioneered
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(1] new treatment for patients with acute
{21 multiple sclerosis. It has conducted
cutting (3] edge researchinthe areasof 4]
xenotransplantation, human jonomics
(? and 5] imaging. Even late last month
there was an [6] announcement of an
exciting new research (7] finding in the
area of colorectal cancer (8] detection
that would make screening much more
19 convenient and effective for patients
and [0 potentially save thousands of
lives.

1111 I travel the nation and the world [12]
both for Mayo and also as president of
Vassar (13) College and I recognize the
unique [14] attractiveness and the char-
acteristics of [15] this community, that
brings to it patients (161 but also brings to
it physicians and 1171 scientists that are
interested in conducting 1181 world class
research that benefits mankind.

1191 The largest railroad projectin the 120 -

history of the United States therefore [21]
threatens Mayo Clinic’s ability to attract
(22) those patients, and even more so tO
attract
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111 the world class physicians and scien-
tists who (21 would want to live in this
community. I 31 think it's imperative to
identify a solution [4 that harms the
fewest number of people. (5] Simply put,
it would be unconscionable to 6] allow
37 or mote mile pluslong coaltrains (71to
barrel through the heart of this com-
munity 8] and next to a world class
treasure that 9] benefits millions of
people in this country (0] and throug-
hout the world. Thank you very (i1
much.

121 MS. SPRAGUE: Good afternoon. My
(13] name is Charlotte Sprague. I am
representing (14 the residents of the
senior high-rise on 11th [151 Avenue
Northwest, one-and-a-half blocks from
(16] DM&E railroad tracks. We have many
concerns [17] about the DM&E project
and what it will mean [18] to Rochester.
However, ] am going to address [19] just
two of our concerns.

r20] Our high-rise has 172 residents. [21]
The average age is 84.5 years. About 80
1221 percent of the residents have health
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(1] problems, and the majority of these
problems [2) are very serious. The avail-
ability of an ;3] ambulance and the speed
in'which our calls 4] and needs are metis
crucial to our health. (51 The clinics,
hospitals and yes, the ambulance (6]
service is all located on the south side of

171 the tracks. Our high-rise is located on
the 8 north side. Therefore, the in-
creased rail (o) traffic suggested by
DM&E, 35 plus trains a [10] day, puts our
health in jeopardy.At the [11] times of our
needs of an emergency vehicle, [12)
delays due do railroad traffic could delay
an [13] ambulance to answer our callsand
again to [14] transfer us to our hospitals.
151 Another concern of the residents is
1161 the noise factor. Of 35 plus speeding
trains 117] and their whistle blasts at each
rail and [18) street crossing, we would
have to endure this {191 noise day and
night. Presently there are (201 nights
when two, possibly three trains pass [21]
through, and we are disturbed by their
122] several whistle blasts. What will it be
like
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1) with 35 plus speeding trains?
121 I plead with the STB to listen to (3] our
needs and our concerns as well as the (4
whole picture of what the DM&E pro-
ject will 151 do to this most unique and
beautiful city and 161 the world re-
knowned medical center located (7] just
a few hundred feet from the tracks of (8]
speeding trains.Thave lived in Rochester
191 for many years and have enjoyed the
growth 10] and development. It is dev-
astating to think [11) what could happen
to such a great place to [12] live. Thank
you.

1131 MR. PETERSON: My name is Doug
n4 Peterson. I am director of pro-
curement for [15] Dairyland Power Coop-
erative, La Crosse, [16] Wisconsin. My job
responsibilities include 1177 purchasing
coal transportation services for 18] Dait-
yland’s electric generating stations. [19]
Dairyland Power is a nonprofit electric
[20] generation and transmission coop-
erative, (211 which provides wholesale
electric power to 25 [221 rural dis-
tribution cooperatives, 18 municipal
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111 utilities and a number of other whole-
sale [21 customers.

131 These cooperatives and municipals (4]
serve over a half million people, most of
(51 which live on farms and in small
communities (6] throughout our five-st-
ate service territory. (77 Dairyland oper-
ates three coalfired power (8] plants in
western Wisconsin, which butn just [9]
under two million tons of Powder River
Basin [10] coal per year. The low sulfur
content of [111 Powder River Basin coal
has played a crucial [12) role in enabling
Dairyland to meet [13] increasingly string-
ent state and federal (141 emission stan-
dards, while at the same time [15] helping
us to keep our rates at reasonable [16]
levels.

1171 Dairyland is not offering any (18]
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comments at this time on the merits of
the [19] various routes discussed in the
Draft EIS. (200 We would, however, like to
take exception to [21] the assertions of
U.S. Forestry Service that (221 there is
sufficient capacity on existing rail
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111 lines serving the PRB. This perception
(2] apparently formed the basis for the
Forestry 31 Service’s conclusion that the
no action (4] alternative was preferred.

(51 Recurring service reliability (61 pro-
blems which have been caused by
congestion [7) on rail lines in and out of
the basin (8] contradict these assertions.
These problems 9] have been occurring
with regularity, (10 typically during peri-
ods of high demand when [11) utilities
can least afford to have deliveries (12] of
coal distrupted. The DM&E extension
will 113) help relieve these disruptions, if
not [14] eliminate them altogether.

(151 Having another carrier of entering [16]
the basin by a separate route will do
more [17] than simply relieve congestion
and enhance (18] service reliability. It will
give shippersa [19] choice.The no action
scenario ignores the [20] potential bene-
fits of having a third rail (211 carrier
stimulate competition out of this [22]
area.
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(11 The STB itself is on record as (2]
advocating enhanced competition

among [3] railroads. I will cite here the
proposed (4] rules governing railroad
mergers recently [s] issued by the STB.
The DM&E project is (6] consistent with
this policy goal and another (71 reason
why the no action alternative should (8]
be rejected.

91 Among the potential benefits to [10]
Dairyland is the fact that the more direct
111 DM&E routes from the PRB to the
Mississippi [12] River terminals and gate-
ways east are [13] about 300 miles shorter
than existing routes. (141 This translates
directly into lower [15] transportation
costs.Being a nonprofit [16] cooperative,
any savings Dairyland can 171achieve are
passed directly through to the [18] people
we serve in the form of lower rates [19]
for electricity. We submit that it is [20]
appropriate that these economic bene-
fits be [21] given due consideration when
deliberating the [22] environmental im-
pacts of the project.
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(1 Finally,Iwould like to note that [2) over
half of Dairyland’s coal fire power [3]
plant capacity is over 30 years old. When
141 this capacity is eventually replaced,
low 51 sulfur coal, PRB coal utilizing state
of the (6] art emission control tech-
nologies will be (71 given primary con-
sideration as a possible (8] fuel for these

plants.

9] Dairyland Power appreciate the [10]
opportunity to express its views here
today (1] and we would like to urge the
Board to (121 complete this review pro-
cess in a timely [13]) manner and proceed
expeditiously with issuing 114 a decision
which will enable this project to [15] go
forward. Thank you.

1161 MS. KOLLMAN: My name isKaren [17]
Kollman.Iam the Director of Fossil Fuel
118] Services with Wisconsin Public Ser-
vice [19] Corporation out of Green Bay,
Wisconsin. In [20] my position I have the
primary responsibility [21] for the arran-
gements, for the procurement and 122]
transportation of coal to our power
plants.
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(11 A verified statement of this pro-
ceeding was 2] previously submitted,
and in that statement [3) we strongly
supported the DM&E’s application,

4] As explained in our previous (5]
testimony, WPS is an integrated electric
and 16} gas utility that serves over 35,000
(71 residential, commercial and industrial
181 customers in an 11,000 square mile
area. 191 While WPS relies upon a mix of
resources for [10] the generation of
electricity, PRB coal (111 accounts for 64
percent of our total power 12 pro-
duction.

[13] Wisconsin Public Service strongly (14]
supports the approval of the DM&E
project for (15] construction of a rail line
into the Powder [16] River Basin. We
believe that the approval of (17] a third
rail carrier entering into the market [18]
for the transportation of coal will in-
crease [19] the competitive pressures on
the current rail [20] system, which will
offer benefits to the [21] public through
lower rates for coal [22) transportation. If
approved and implemented,
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111 the DM&E construction plan — the
various [2] existing. I got mixed up.

131 If approved and implemented, the (4]
DM&E construction plan can open up
new and [5] more efficient routings for
the (6] transportation of PRB coal from
origin mines [7] to various existing and
feasible interchanges 81 with the lines of
the other rail carriers (9] that serve other
generation stations.

(0] The proposed DM&E spurs at the [11]
individual PRB mines should help re-
duce [12] congestion and improve mine
flexibility in (13] the loading of the trains.
The DM&E west end [14] traffic and
efficient operating plan and the (5]
movement of trains into and out of the
Powder 116 River Basin should lead to
fewer route miles, (17] less locomotive
emissions and less [18] congestion.

{19] The entry of the DM&E into the [20]
basin will provide an alternate route for
[21] coal out of the basin, allowing the
orderly 122 and continuous flow of coal
to the electric
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(1] customers in the event of unantic-
ipated (2] interruptions of service occurs
onotherrail 3) carriers. The DM&Eroute
has a pronounced 4 geographic ad-
vantage for service to a number (5] of
markets in the upper midwest, upper 6]
Mississippi River basin and the Greater
Lakes (7] region. This could be of great
value to our g utility and other coal
burning utilities in 9 these regions
because of improved unit train [10] effic-
ienciesand the resulting competitive [11]
rate making pressures on all carriers.
112] The resulting competitive [(13] trans-
portation rates will increase use of [14]
cleaner Powder River Basin coal in
existing [15] coal fired generating units as
well as the 116 conversion of higher
sulfur coal units to [17) units capable of
burning the lower sulfur 181 Powder
River Basin coal. This would mean [19]
less sulfur dioxide emitted into the [20]
atmosphere,

1211 In consideration of the above (221
arguments we urge the STB to speedily
approve
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(1] the DM&E project. Thank you.

(21 MR. SCANLON: My name is Paul (3
Scanlon. I am speaking on behalf of 14
Rochester School Board and Rochester
Public 51 Schools.T am also a physician
on the (6] faculty of Mayo Clinic and the
Mayo Medical (71 School, but I do not
represent Mayo in this [g] issue.Iam here
to speak against the [9] expansion and
upgrade project proposed by the [i0]
Dakota and Minnesota and Eastern Rail-
road.

(111 On September 22nd, 1998, the [12]
Rochester School Board adopted a re-
solution (13] in opposition of the project.
The reasons [14] for this resolution are
several. The most [15] important reason
for opposing the project is [16] student
safety during transportation. (171 Ro-
chester Public Schools provides ps]
transportation for 14,000 public and
private [19] school students each day.
School buses cross [20] the east/west rail
corridor an average of 373 [21] times
daily. If rail traffic is increased [22] with
nearly 40 high speed trains per day, the

Page 76

(1) at-grade crossings will become sub-
stantially (21 more hazardous for our
students. A large 3] number of other
students will be exposed to [4] rail
crossing hazard while walking and in [5]
private vehicles traveling to and from (6]
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school.

171 A second concern relates to the (8]
potential for hazardous gas release re-
sulting (9] from a derailment. John Mar-
shall High 10} School, Washington Ele-
mentary School, Holmes [11] Elementary
School, Riverside Central [12] Elementary
School and several private and [13] char-
ter schools are all located within one [14]
mile of the tracks. In the event of a [15]
derailment with release of chlorine,
propane, [i6] anhydrous ammonia or
other toxic gas, 117] students in these
schools will be exposed to [18] envir-
onmental conditions that are immed-
iately 1191 hazardous to life and health.
That is, they (201 are potentially fatal
conditions.

r21) Evacuation of these schools may not
1221 be achievable in a timely manner.
Although
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(11 these gases are not the primary cargo
121 intended for the upgraded rail line,
they are 3] cutrrently transported by the
DM&E. This 41 company has one of the
worst safety records 5 in the industry
and has had numerous 6] derailments
within 30 miles of Rochester in (7] the
past three years.

® A third concern is noise and (9]
vibration. Schools lying close to the
tracks 10 will have additional noise and
vibration 11] burden with the addition of
high speed [12] trains. This is not con-
ducive to our (13] educational objectives.
141 A fourth concern is air guality, (15]
which will be adversely impacted by (16}
particulates released from the trans-
ported [17] coal, as well as carbon mon-
oxide and other 18] products of com-
bustion released by trains as [19] well as
automobiles stopped at crossings. (20 All
of these will adversely affect air [21]
quality. ‘

1221 A fifth concern is overall impact
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1] on quality of life and health in
Rochester. [21 This project will adversely
affect all of our (3 students and their
families. For those (4] reasons Indepen-
dent School District 5] Number 535, the
Rochester Public Schools, 16 stand in
opposition to the proposed rail (71 up-
grade project andrequest that you reject
i8] the proposal.

o1 MS. HENNEN: Good afternoon. My [10]
name is Amy Hennen. I am here re-
presenting [11] on behalf of the Izaak
Walton League of [12] America’s midwest
office in St.Paul, (13] Minnesota. We work
with conservation groups [14] across the
midwest and the nation on a [15] cafr
paign to educate the publicabout the [16]
adverse health and environmental im-
pacts of 17] coal fire power plants and

the benefits of (i8] cleanihg up these
plants, We will submit (199 more ex-
tensive written comments, but I am [20)
here today to address the lack of attent-
ion 211inthe DEIS to the important issue
of power [22] plant air pollution.
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11 Despite the fact that DM&E (2
acknowledges that the primary purpose
ofthe (31 proposed isto ship cheaper coal
to midwest (41 power plants, thereby
aggravating the problem (5] of the pol
lution, the DEIS does not address t6] this
issue.

171 The proposed Powder River Basin (8]
expansion project would adversely im-
pact (9] national enetrgy policy. In Min-
nesota coal (10} fired power plants pro-
vide two-thitds of our 11] state’s elec-
tricity and over one-half of the [12
nation’s. The root of the problem is this.
(13'Whenthe Clean Air Act wasamended
in 114 the 1970s, Congress exempted
power plants [15] from meeting the same
air pollution (16} regulations that a new
plant must meet. 17] Today these gran-
dfather plants make up 77 18] percent of
our nation’s coal fired fleet and 119) have
air emissions five to ten times greater [20]

- than emissions from new, more efficient

1211 plants. Having lower pollution stan-
dards (22 applied to them, they invest in
less emission
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(1] control equipment and measures and
have lower [21 operating costs, all the
while producing far 3] more emissions.
4] Turning more specifically to the [5]
pollution from coal fired power plants.
(61 There are five primary air pollutants
that 71 should concern this Board. The
first, sulfur (8] dioxide, the primary com-
ponent of acid rain, (9] which acidifies
lakes and streams to the [10] point that
fish cannot survive in them and [
causes other environmental degrad-
ation. The (121 electric utility industry
collectively emits [13] over two-thirds of
both Minnesota’sand the [141U.Ss sulfur
dioxide pollution. .

1151 Next,the Board shouldbe concerned
[16] about nitrogen oxide emissions, a
precursor [17) to ground level ozone or
smog.Coal fired 18] power plants emit 40
percent of the state’s [19] nitrogen oxide
pollution and national [20) utilities emit
over a third of these [21] emissions.

1221 Third, carbon dioxide, a climate
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113 change gas. About 38 percent of the
carbon 27 dioxide pollution in Min-
nesota comes from the 3] state’s utilities.
There are a number of [4] predictions
about how global climate change (5) will
alter natural systems,and Minnesota is (6]
particularly vulnerable.

71 Fourth, this Board should be i8]
concerned about mercury and other air
toxic [91 emissions that are deposited
from the air and [10) poisons our health
and environment, Coal 11 fired power
plants are the largest source of {12} man-
made mercury emissions, responsible
for 1131 over 30 percent of the nation’s
inventory.

1141 Finally, particulate pollution also (15]
known as soot. I will skip the health [16)
report.You canread about that inthe 1171
written comments. For all of these re-
asons, (18] and regulatory reasons, the
Boardneedsto [19] seriously considerthe
economic feasibility. (200 Power plants
are meeting a2 whole host of [21] federal
regulations that are bearing downon [22]
them, We need to stop burning so much
coal.
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111 We need to change our fuel mix, to
burn 12] cleaner fuels.

131 Finally, on a personal level, as an 4]
energy professional and public health (5]
advocate,as an environmentalist,as an [6]
outdoor athlete, as a resident of Ro-
chester (7] physician who is one of those
radiologists 8] who has to deal with
those MRI machines that (91 Dr. Smith
talked about,and most importantly (10 as
a mother of a ten-month-old baby boy
who (111 has asthma I urge you to
seriously consider [12j the long-termand
larger impacts of this [13] project. Thank
you.

4] MR. MOLLOY: Good afternoon. My
(151 name is Kevin Molloy. I have been a
resident [16] of this community for the
past 25 years. I (171 am vice-president of
operations for Sunstone (18] Hotels, the
largestoperator of hotel rooms (19 inthe
community. We have a total of 1332 20]
hotel rooms in four hotels. We are 28 [21]
percent of the marketplace.All of our [22]
hotels are within a four to six block
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(1] distance from the railroad. We are a
city 21 of 83,000 people.

3] We are all highly dependent upon [4]
oneindustry:Medical care. Thisindustry
151 employs over 20,000 people in Ro-
chester and 6 attracts over one half
million people to our 7] city onan annual
basis. In addition to this 8] the city
attracts about 80,000 people who [9]
attend conferences and conventions, as
well [10] as many corporate and leisure
travelers.

(11] All other industries in the city (121
exist directly or indirectly because of
that (131 one world famous entity. Effec-
tively the [14] entire city, county and the
immediate 115 surrounding region owe
their financial 116] well-being to the one
driving force of 117) medical care. On an
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average night we can (18] have 1400
guests staying at our Sunstone [19] hotels.
On peak weeknight occupancy we can
(20 have over 2000 people staying in our
hotels, 1211 all four blocks from the
rajlroad.

(220 The clientele who come to our city
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(11 are generally older and somewhat
infirmed. [2] It is essential that the com-
munity provide a p] safe, secure en-
vironment for these visitors. (4] The bulk
of the remaining industries after (s Mayo
and IBM, which employs 6,000 people,
are [6] primarily services to the two
primary 77 employers. Sunstone, the
company which T [g] represent, is the
third largest private 9] employer in the
community. We have 850 110 employees.
So you go from very large to very [i1]
small service industries very fast. We
have [12] a fragile economy. .
13] The city has over 5,000 hotel 14
rooms, an inotrdinate amount for a city
our [15] size, justified by the number of
medical and [16] corporate visitors who
come to our community (17) annualty. We
are a thriving destination for [1s] inter-
national, regional and state [19] con-
ventions. Nothing should be done to 20
endanger this industry whose infras-
tructure [21)isin place in the city.It is our
belief (221 that 30 to 40 trains a day
passing through
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(1] the city will do this.
121 There are obvious dangers to the {3
localresidential populationand to the 14
transient population if the DM&E up-
grade 51 thtough the heart of the city is
constructed. 6] The upgrade will split
the city in half and (71 make access to the
south side of the city a (8 lot more
difficult. Simply to keep the local )
economy running automobile access
cannot be 10 hindered in its flow
through and around the (111 community.

121 Emergency access, which is {13)
something that we have regular demand
for at n4 our facilities, is absolutely
crucial at all [15] times of the day and
night. The DM&E upgrade 61 could
considerably hamper this as it relates 17)
to the number of trains passing through
our [18] city.Noise is a very real concern.
1191 Another concern is the danger of [20]
derailment.Imagine, ifyou will,the need
[21] to evacuate four high-rise downtown
hotels 122) occupied by a market that is
primarily 65 and
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(1] over and, generally speaking, of ham-
pered 2] mobility. There aren’t enough
resources to [3j organize an evacuation if
it is necessitated (4 because of der-
ailment.

151 When one considers other hotels (6]
adjacent to the railroad, there are an (7]
additional 1700 roomsforatotal of 3,000
is1hotel rooms within eight blocks of the
191 railroad, and by the way, approx-
imately 1800 [10) hospital beds. What an
awesome [11] responsibility to make a
decision such as [12] this. I strongly urge
the Surface 113) Transportation Board to
deny the DM&E (14] request. Thank you.

1151 MS. CAUCUTT:I am Amy Caucutt,
the (16 legislative policy analyst for
Olmsted 177 County. My education in-
cludes an MBA as well (18] as a master’s
degree in industrial relations. [19] At one
time I'wasan economicsand business [20]
management instructor at Winona State
[21] University. I have followed this issue
for 1221 two-and-a-half years.
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{11 Sirs and madam, you simply must add
[2] to your resource staff people who are
skilled 3] in the discipline of economics
if you are {4} going to rely on economic
assumptions to (5] build a case for this
project.In the short (6] Section, 3.2-1,the
no action alternative in [7) the Minnesota
volume you make a number of (8] state-
ments which I suggest you research
more [9] closely.

(101 The first step in reaching an [
appropriate business solution is in as-
king 121 and then solving the right
questions. Where [13] is your research?
Where are your models? 141 Where is a
complete regional cost benefit [15] an-
alysis?

[16] You assume in this Section that [17]
service and reliability are issues to the [18]
DM&E shippers. What shippers? How
many and 199 what percent of the
economyare they? What 201and how big
are the issues.Are theybig (211 enough to
require a 1.4 billion dollar [22] solution?
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(11 You assume if this project fails, (21 “
hundreds of trucks being added to the 3]
roadways.” How did you reach this (4]
conclusion? A 1989 study in North
Dakota (5] found that large unit trains
which no longer (6] stopped at every
local grain elevator led to {71 more truck
traffic, not less,as trucks drove [8] greater
distances to fewer access points.

(91 You assume “the existing conditions
(101 of the rail line will continue to [11]
deteriorate.” Why? If you think that 12]
competition leads to better service, and
you [13] must or you wouldn’t be coun-
tenancing a third [14) railroad for Wyom-
ing coal given all the [15] environmental
problemsthatyoulisted.The (16) fact that
shippers can turnto trucks or that [171n0
farmin southern Minnesota is further (18]
than 40 miles from another grain hauling
(191 railroad should help the DM&E
improve or [20] rightly go out of business.

1211 You make dire predictions. Almost
[22] up to a general prolonged recession
in the
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11regionifthisapplicationis denied.Get
a (2] grip. Look at the economy of the
entire (3] region. The projected job
increase for the 4 entire state from this
project is one quarter (5] the projected
job relocations of one 5 employer,
Pemstar,in Rochester if this [71 project is
approved.

81 In fact, if the question is DM&E’s (9]
viability, there are many other solutions
(10} than in project. Find a buyer, as the
DM&E [11] itself was for the Chicago
Northwestern. [12] Sell to a government
entity,as was done in (131 Wisconsin or in
the Duluth area. Seek [14] funding from
government loan or grant [15] programs.
116) This coal train proposalis just (171 the
solution for the biggest profit for DM&E.
(18] Please don’t try to use economic
assumptions 119] to sell it as the best or
only answer for (20] farmers, shippers or
southeast Minnesota’s (211 economy.
Learn to ask the right economic |22
questions before you jump to the wrong
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11 solutions. The biggest problem in
business (21 management is solving the
wrong question [3) correctly.

41 MR. RICE: Robert Rice, citizen. [s] One
yearago mywife andImadethe decision
161 to move here because of the fine [7)
characteristics of the area and the great
181 people. If we had known that this coal
train (9] project could have gone
through, we would not [10] have come
here. As it is now, I would not (111 plan a
convention here. I would not start a [12]
business here.

(131 Also, I resent the wedge that the [14]
DM&E,STB has put between the citizens
of the [15] Olmsted County community.
We have been (16 forced to consider
options of how this could 1171 be done,
instead of the primary issue of [18]
whether or not it should be denied. The
[191 economic feasibility conclusion from
the STB [20] is questionable at best. The
stated project (211 costs of 1.5 billion,
what has ever come in 221 less than
double an estimate. I believe that
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(11 it will be three billion dollars, plus (2]
interest, you will probably have — they
13) would. probably have a four or five
billion (4] payoff.
151 If the DM&E should gain approval,I (6]
don’t believe that they would succeed.
We (71 have heard several reasons why.
The long 8] range future of coal in this
country is 9] something like that of
buggy whips a hundred (101 years ago.It’s
a little extreme, but itis (11} not a growing
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situation.

1121 We have no specific evidence that [13]
there is a secure customer base for the
114} business that DM&E would try to get.
I don’t 115] believe that there is a con-
firmed approval (16 environmentally of
the coal barge hauling (171 from Winona
down the river. If the DM&E did 18] get
operational,I believe that they could [19]
easily be taken over after they go ban-
krupt (20 or near to it bya large company
who could 1211 double track the route
and put hundreds of (22] trains through
here.

Fsage 92
(1] We must stop the coal train project (2]
in order to save the quality of life and the
3] future progress economically in the
Olmsted 41 County community.

;5] MS. LIPSAY: My name is Beverly 6]
Lipsay.I realized that whenTheard about
(71 this particular program, that most
people 8 would be speaking from
institutions or from [9] various or-
ganizations.I decided I would 0] like to
speak to you personally if I may. 1111 The
issue of safety will be my main focus.
1121 In 1958 Imoved here froma small [13)
North Dakota town where the railroad
was a [14] Godsend. Not only did it offera
livelihood 1151 to the neighboring far-
mers and to townspeople [(16) like my
brother and nephew, but also its [17]
passengertrains offered usa connection
to 18] the rest of the world and the
possibility of (191 future adventures in
travel to young people 120] like myself.
211 As in many cities, the tracks [22]
divided the town, north and south. It,
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111 however, unlike Rochester, had medi-
cal [2) facilities in each division. Here on
the ) south side lie three hospitals, the
Mayo 4 complex, and the only ambul-
ance service,all 5] within a few blocks of
the tracks. On the 6] north side lies only
one medical facility, a {71 small branch of
Mayo. The north side, it is (8] presently
our largest growth area. Thus if (o1 there
were a blockage of the tracks caused by
110] a derailment, by a spill as mentioned,
or (11] simply by a large number of cars
delaying (12 traffic, lives could be in
peril.

1131 The only recourse would be to drive
114} to Highway 52, cross the bridge on
Second [1si Street, and then proceed to
Saint Marys 116] emergency room. The
delay could be life 117) threatening. As a
result of the projected 18] increase inthe
number of trains passing (191 through
Rochester, many of us are fearful, 1201 and
with reason. Already I have lost a [21]
friend to the 11th Avenue Northwest
crossing. (221 At Northgate Health Club I
fainted in the
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(1 pool and had to be taken to Saint
Marys by (21 ambulance. A delay could
have meant my life.

3] Another time, while driving to [l
Rochester Methodist Hospital where I
wortk as 51 a volunteer, I began to have
severe chest [6] pains. Ahead of me was a
procession of cars 71 which suddenly
stopped.A train was passing 8] by on the
tracksahead.Isatthere (91 terrified for 10
minutes thinking I'was going (10} to die.Jt
was an angina attack, but again, p1 it
could have been life threatening.

(121 Within recent months a spill [13]
occurred in the nearby town of Byron.
(14] Businesses had to be evacuated. If
that were (151 to happen here, not only
the medical 116 facilities could be en-
dangered but also four 17 nearby senior
high-rises, as well as the (18] residents of
that area. Imagine the chaos 119 that
could result.

120 These proposed coal trains would [21]
not provide any of those things that the
122) trains of my childhood did. Instead,
they
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(11 would offer at least nine times more
noise, (21 nine times motre pollution, and
also an 3] additional heavy tax burden.
Finally, it (41 would additionally add nine
times of fears. (5] How are you going to
resolve this problem? I (s sincerely hope
that you will decide that the 7] ex-
pansion of DM&E will not be feasible
here. 8] Thank you so much for listening.

o] MR. WILKINSON: Hello, my name is
r10] Forest Wilkinson. I am director of
marketing 1) for Wilkinson Hardwoods.
The rail line now 1121 owned by Dakota
Minnesota and Bastern first (13] provided
valuable services over 100 years [i4] ago.
It provided transportation of goods o [15]
the farming communities located along
this [16] nearly straight east/west line. For
over 100 (17] years the family of com-
munities have grown [18] with the effi-
cient and safe rail line 197 providing
reliable service over the decades. [20)
Towns like Lake Benton, Tracy, Lam-
berton, 121] Sleepy Eye, New Ulm and
Mankato have made use 22} of this rail to
move corn and soybeans, the
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(1 life blood of these agricultural towns.
Not (2] only farm commodities but bulk
items like —31 and cement production
are safely moved on 14 this rail line for
the benefit of these rail [5] towns.

161 In recent years the DM&E provided (7]
setvices to grain elevators during bum-
per 181 harvests throughout southern
Minnesota when (9] larger and more
prestigious rail lines were (10] effectively
paralyzed. Towns like Winona, [11] Lew-

iston and Rochester enjoy inexpensive
and [12] reliable electricity due to coal
deliveries [13] to municipal power plants.
The homes in 14 these towns are warm
on February nights. (15] Computer mon-
itors glow in school rooms, heart [16]
monitors guard one’s health, Mayo clinic
71 partly due to electricity generated
from coal 18] transported on the Dakota
Minnesota and 119] Eastern rail line.

1200 We have been told by the president
1211 of DM&E that a major overhaul is
required so [22) the little engine that
could can continue to
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i offer the most efficient, ecological
and safe [z} transportation of bulk com-
modities over land 31 available. Some
have feared the project 14 along the
private rail line with private [5) dollars
would generate widespread job loss. [6]
On the contrary, many long-term jobs
willnot [71be lost,as we can expectif the
DM&E were to 8] fade away.

1] We must keep in mind the jobs [10]
generated for hundreds of families’
bread 111] winners in upgrading of this
railline.Also [12] reliable transportation is
a major factor [13] when new businesses
locate facilities, the (14] improved DM&E
would be attractive to new job [i5]
creating businesses.

116 Recent derailments are causing [17]
irrational fears of greater rail traffic. We
pi8]1 must keep in mind that this is
evidence of a 191 very real need of
upgrading of this arterial (20 rail line.
With improved facilities — and (21 other
upgraded rail lines we can then expect
[22] impressive tons per mile safety re-
cord as
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111 seen onother modern rail lines. There
is (21alsoa misconception that hazardous
materials 3] such as propane and
ammonia will soon be (4 transported on
the rail line, that this is (5] unacceptable.
However, these materials are (6] cut-
rently handled onthe DM&Enow.The (7]
alternative is to load these trucks and
drive 81 themon the presently overtaxed
and dangerous 91 Highway 14. If this
were to happen we could [10] see a
dramatic increase in heavy truck loads
(113 on local roads, which in turn in-
creases road [12] maintenance costs on
local city and county [13] boards. Rail has
a proven safety record over 114 truck
travel for such hazardous materials.
(151 Some have implied that open top [16]
coal cars will cause coal dust and hence
it (17) will deter people from visiting this
town. 18] My father used to live in Sartell
and the 91 Mississippi River, and I
traveled Buslington 20 Northern and
they have many rail cars, many (21] coal
trains and there is no dust in Sartell, [22]
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111 Cloud is not complaining of noise and
2] vibration due to its proximity to this
large 131 rail line, Burlington Northern
and its heavy 4 track.

151So I'think going forward with this (6] is
a proper thing. It's allowing DM&E to [7]
provide safe, vital, ecological and s
inexpensive rail service.It's in the best (9]
interest of Minnesota and all of us.I think
110] that’s the way to go.Thank you.

1111 MR. ROBERTS: Good afternoon. My
(121 name is Steve Roberts. I am a citizen
here.(131Thave grownup and lived in this
community [14] since 1960. I have a
family and my property 115 butts up to
the DM&E rail line. My home is 16] about
a few hundred feet from the rail line. j17]
The DM&E rail line currently goes over
Silver (18] Creek and the Zumbro River,
which is a direct 9 feed into the
underground aquifer that [20] provides
drinking waterto mywell.In (21} addition
to allthe other reasonsyou have 221 been
informed about, my concerns are the
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(11 drinking water; how will my water
supply be 12] protected; who is going to
test and monitor [3] all the private wells
along the DM&Etracks. (4 The projected
coal dust pollution will affect [5) the
quality of water that my family and many
t6] other families drink. What happens in
the (7} event of a derailment or a chemi-
cal spill? (8] With the awful safety record
ofthe DM&E, 91 thisis a real possibility of
serious health [10] and environmental
consequences.

1111 In addition, I live less than one (12
mile fromthe FMC, federal prison here in
(13] town. That facility is only a few yards
from [14] the rail line. In the event of a
hazardous [15) spill or derailment there is
1o way the {16] inmates or workers could
be evacuated from 117 that site.

(18] Property values.I make my living 119]
selling real estate here in this com-
munity. 200 We have already exper-
ienced properties close [21] to the tracks
that have either not sold at [zz1all orhave
sold for less than the same home
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(1) further away from the tracks. My
property (21 backs up to the tracks.If this
upgrade were B to be approved I
projecta 25 to 30 percent (41 decrease in
property values. I would urge is) you to
deny the upgrade for the DM&E [
railroad. Thank you.

(71 MS. SKOW: Ms. Rutson and other [
members of the panel, thank you for
being 91 here. I am Roberta Skow, a
farmer’s wife, 10) Salem Township.I am
againstthe bypass.(111 WhenIpurchased

my farm, the first time I 112 saw it 45 years
ago, the first thing I did 113) was dete-
rmine willitbe flooded.No.Are [14] there
any trains close by, no.Or I wouldn't 15]
have bought it.

[16] I am going to tell you a little bit [17]
more about the farmer’s viewpoint.
Many 18] farmers, in fact I think you can
find (19) statistics that mention, that you
really need (20 about 1200 acres for an
average family farm. (211 Many of these
are located in different areas. [221 They
have a farm headquarter and then they
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111 have rented land all over a 25 or 35
square (2] mile area.

131 This is true of our farms. We have (4
our headquarters on one side of the
proposed [51 bypass. We have another
farm on the other (6] side, and we rent
otherareas. Can you (7] imagine trying to
farm if most of your (8] township roads
are closed in the event of a (91 bypass for
safety reasons. Therefore, you 10 would
be moving slow moving machinery,very
[11] large machinery, several miles to find
4 [12] county road that’s open, and go
around,and 131 you are going 20 miles an
hour.

(141 The farm to market concept is a [15]
federal concept and would be dec-
imated. The [16] average 1200 acre farm
provides 150,000 1171 bushels of grain per
year. The average semi, (1) the grain semi
holds 900 bushels. That would [15] mean
ifwe didn'thave a decent railroad, we [20]
would have 150 semis from each aver-
age farm (211 traipsing down Highway 14.
Right now it [221 takes you minutes,
literally, and sometimes
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(11 more than five minutes, to get a semi
onto (2] Highway 14, just to get it to your
farm 3] headquarters.

(41 I also feel that many of the things (5]
that are mentioned, panic attacks by [¢]
citizens, are because of the wrong or [7]
exaggerated viewpoints that are handed
out by 8 their leaders of their or-
ganizations. I feel (9] that this must be
proved.Iftheythink theynoare goingto
getabypass for 100 million, [11) 'm sortry,
there are many of usthat feel it (121 will be
200 million. All they need to do is [13]
look at the chasm behind my house.So I
114] think they should be notified, the
citizens, [15] of what really are the facts.

t16] MR. RICCIOLI: Hello. My name is [17]
VincentRiccioli.Thave beena private [1s]
citizen of Rochester for the past almost
27 1191 years. Just in the last week I
completeda |20 seven-week period of 36
radiation treatments 21] at the Charlton
Building of the Mayo Clinic. [22] Since
hundreds of patients share the
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(1] treatment rooms and it is important to
be on (2 time for their treatments, you
must allow 3] yourself time to get to the
treatments. If (4] you take a chance on
going the shortest (5] route, the way 1
normally do to Fourth [6] Avenue, and
meet up with a train, you are [7] going to
miss that treatment. Missing a [s] treatm-
ent is a serious thing,

191 The other thing that really scared [10]
me during these treatments, laying on
the [11] table receiving the radiation is a
precise [12) thing. You lay on the table,
they just move [13] you — they tell you
don’t move. They move [14] you an inch
here, a little finger pushing on [15] the
other side. They want you to be exactly
116] ona small dot to the table, compared
to a [17] small dot that they tattoo onyour
body.

(18] Can you itagine the fear that you [19]
have when you hear a train going by. Is
that [20] table going to move. Is the
radiation going (211 to hit an organ like
the bladder or the [22) rectum. This is the
fear of many patients
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[1] now.
121 When you increase it to 36 trains, [3]
with a heavier load, I fear that Iwill be 4]
afraid to go back to the Mayo Clinic to do
(51 this treatment if I ever had to do it
again. (6] I am sure this will be in the
minds of many [7] other people. ’
81 The other issue I bring up which is 9]
similar, is the noise. I live in the {10
northwest side of Elton Hills Drive, and
just [11] last Saturday night I was awake-
ned by the [12] train whistle and it took
me two hoursto get (131 back to sleep.In
the condition I was [14 because of the
radiation, which they stress a 1151 lot of
rest, this is not a good thing. It’s [16] bad
for the health.
(171 So Iimplore you to stop the train. (18]
We do not need it. It’s just the thing
where (191 people are looking for more
money. We can (20] get coal from other
people. Thank you.
1211 MR. SHEPS:T'm Sheldon Sheps.T [22]
am an emeritus professor of medicine
and a
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(11 physician specializing in diseases of
the 21heartand bloodvessels.Iamnowa
131 consultant to the National Heart, Lung
and 4] Blood Institute of the National
Institutes of (s; Health, to the Pan-Amer-
ican Health (6] Organization and to the
Association for the 71 Advancement of
Medical Instrumentation. All (s8] head-
quartered at Washington, D.C.
191 I have lived in Rochester for [10] over
40 years and have raised my family here.
(11) I cross the tracks four to five times
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daily. (12 Perhaps once a week now I'wait
for a train to (131 pass. However, the
proposal to bring 34 more (14 one-and-a-
half mile long trains each day are [15]
proposed. Up to eight rail crossings
could 116] be closed simultaneously.

1177 The accompanying environmental
118} pollution and the interference with
community 9] life with people must be
considered [z07 thoroughly. The DEIS
fails to take into [21) account many of the
issues in a (22 scientifically satisfactory
fashion. I will

Page 107
[ try to make four points.
121 One, while there are fire stations [3) on
both sides of the track, multiple stations
141 have to respond to a call to save lives
and (51 property. The DEIS assumes that
the trucks 16) can swingaround long lines
of waiting cars 71 and cut across when
the gate is open. That’s [8] not feasible on
Broadway where there are [9) traffic
medians. Emergency, police and [1i0]
medical response times would rise (11]
dramatically. Situations where seconds
and [12] minutes count. Lives would be
lost and [13] survivors would have a
reduced quality of (14 life because they
would remain brain damaged.
1151 Two, the trains will haul hazardous
n6] chemicals in addition to coal. A
derailment [171 could result in the loss of
many lives. It [18] is impossible to move
the hundreds of high [19] level prisoners
from the federal prison 60 [20] yards from
the track. The 150 patients or [21] more
on life support in intensive care units [22)
at the hospitals and the many elderly
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[1] citizens living in high-rise apartments.
121These placesare allclose to the tracks.
131 Third, the impact on neighbor life 4] is
woefully underestimated. I cross the (5
tracks to volunteer in an elementary
school. 6] There are almost 400 school
bus crossings (7] daily. What about the
impact of the dust and 8] pollution on
lung and heart health? We (9] didn’t see
that.

(10 Four, the noise and vibration [11]
impact of these heavy rail cars was [12]
adequately addressed. For example, the
dozen [13) very sensitive MRI scanners at
the clinic 1141 which are located very
close to the tracks, (15] and the sensitive
instruments at the many [16] computer-
related installation in Rochester; (171they
could not function propetly.

(181 Rochester has been the number one
[19] city in America a number of times in
Money [20] magazine’s annual survey. We
would be last [21] with all these trains
going through the 1223 middle of town
many times each day. The
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(1] impact on the life, on business would
turn [2] away patients traveling to Mayo,
markedly 8] reduce commerce, close
hotels,shops and (4] restaurants and turn
Rochester into a [5] wasteland. Thank
you.

61 DR. GIBBONS:My name is Ray (7]
Gibbons.I am Mayo Clinic cardiologist. I
(81 am here to talk about the impacts on
the 191 emergency cardiac care. The EIS
barely (101 mentions total daily blocked
bussing time, 1111 which is the most
important thing for (12 emergency veh-
icles. Using the methodology in [13] the
document one can compute that this
will [14] increase 58 to 80 percent. Those
are using [15] assumptions favorable to
the railroad. More [16] realistically it will
more than double.

117] This is not just about ambulances. [18]
It is not about our large hospital. It is [19]
not about the fact that we have more [20]
ambulances than anybody else. We have
two [21] unique features. One is this. This
is an [22) automatic external defibrillator.
In
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113 September the FAA mandated that
they must be [2) on every aitplane within
one year.

31 In October Congress passed (4] leg-
islation that they must be in every large
(51 federal building within one year. Why
is (61that? They save lives. Ifyoukeelover
in 71 New York or Chicago your chances
of survival 8] are two percent. If youkeel
over anywhere (9] else along this train
route your chances are [10] about five
percent. In Rochester your [11] chances
are 40 to 50 percent, eight (12} to 10fold
higher because we have these [13] gad-
gets on every police car. Time is (14
critical. The data here shows that the [15]
difference between dying and surviving
is 36 116] seconds.

1171 The second thing that’s different [18]
here are these gadgets. This is a balloon
1191 angioplasty catheter.Itis used to treat
1201 heart attacks. It is better than the clot
(21] busting drugs you have heard about.
It is [22) only available in 20 percent of
UsS.
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111 hospitals. We pioneered its use in
heart [2] attacks here.

i3] Time is critical. A team of four [4]
people must respond on an emergent
basis as (51 fast as possible. They are
responding not [6] just for the citizens.of
Rochester but for (7) the citizens of this
entire region who are [8] sent here
emergently for that kind of care. (9 We
have the best responsive time in the [10]
world. They are the envy of every other
(111 institution. They will decrease if the

112] trains go through.

113) In summary, we have the finest (14
emetgency cardiac care system of any
city (15] along this route. It is indeed one
of the [16)best in the world.If you put the
trains (17] through, it will cost lives. There
is no 18] uncertainty about that. The only
uncertainty [19]is exactly when the trains
will get in the [o] way. Whoever
approves this bears [21] responsibility for
those lives.Asa [221 physician, Iwould not
want that
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1y responsibility. Thank you.

121 MR. GERMAN: My name is Don Ger-
man. 3] I am a concerned citizen. Al-
though I have 4 many concetns about
the DM&E, Iwould like to [sspeak to one
issue. That’s human [6] environmental
impact. More specifically, for (71 the East
Side Pioneers Neighborhood, which is 8]
the neighborhood that I am from.

91 The railroad literally splits our [10]
neighborhood in half and literally runs
111 through the back yards of our neig-
hborhood. (121 This plan will affect our
neighborhood more [13] than probably
any neighborhood along the [14] route. I
have heard people argue that the [15]
railroads were here first. The other one I
1161 have heard is that’s what you get for
moving [17] next to the railroad. These
are both poor (18] arguments.

(191 First of all, our neighborhood is [20]
one of the oldest in Rochester. There
were [21] people living in that area long
before the (221 railroad ever came
through Rochester.
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111 The second part of the argument is [2]
just as poor. This isn’t like building next
[3] to an aitport and complaining about
the noise (4] of the airplanes. There has
been a long 151 history of the railroad in
Rochester. Never (6] before has there
been any evidence to suggest 17} that
there would be any increase in the [s]
traffic of the railroad, and certainly no [9]
evidence that would suggest the scale of
[10] increase.

1111 Many of us bought our homes in this
(121 area because it gave us the quality of
life (13] of being close to town, a nice
neighborhood 1141 and affordable. The
affordability becomes [15] very import-
ant for some of us because family [16] is
what is important to us rather than (17}
working a large number of hours to pay
for a (18] beautiful home with a hum-
ongous lot. In my (19 case, I wanted an
inexpensive home that was a [20] good
quality of living for my children that I (21)
wouldn’t have to spend all my time
working to [22] pay fof.

) Page 114
111 To have the railroad come through (2]
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our neighborhood without the full 3
consideration of the profound effect it
will 4] have on the way we have chosen
to live is (5] just wrong. I don’t think that
the corporate (6] profits — I don’t think
the corporate [7) profits is important as
family. It really ] isn’t the national need
but a corporate (97 profit issue. If there
aren’t enough profits [10] in it for the
corporation to compensate the [11] peo-
ple that it is hurting, maybe it's a nz
project that they shouldn’t be doing.
Thank 113) you.

(141 MS. THEDE: My name is Connie [15]
Thede.I am the manager of purchasing
at [16] Muscatine Power and Water, Mus-
catine, Iowa. (1771 MPW is a municipal
utility offering electric 18] and water
telecommunication ‘services for [19]
approximately 30,000 residents of Mus-
catine, 201 Towa; as well as some sur-
rounding communities (21 for the water,
utility and telecommunication [22] ser-
vices.
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(1) MPW has three coal fired generating
[2] units at our generating station located
in 3] Muscatine, Iowa. Our current pro-
jections (4] include a need to receive
approximately one (5] million one hun-
dred thousand tons of coal [ from the
Powder River Basin annually. I 7] re-
present MPW here today to express our
8] support of the DM&E railroad efforts
to [91 expand the railroad and build into
the Powder [10] River Basin.

[11] MPW believes that this effort will [12]
enhance the competition in the basin,
and [13] that is a vital element in main-
taining low [14] cost rates from that area
andresultant low [15] cost electricity. Asa
small utility it is [16] imperative that we
are able to obtain the [17] lowest cost
available for rail transportation (18] in
orderto compete with the largerutilities
(19 which surround us.

120] Fuel and transportation are the [21
largest expenditures for generating [22)
electricity, and we currently compete
for
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(11 wholesale power sales. Having an-
other source [21 from that area will
enhance the competition 3] and pre-
sumably result in more competitive [4
ratesin the future with savings passed on
to [5] the electrical consumer.

6] Muscatine, Iowa is located on the 7
eastern boundary of Towa and our curr-
ent 8] delivery carrier would intet-
change with the (9 DM&E at Owatonna.
The routing to MPW is (10] comparable to
our current alternative. DM&E (11 del-
ivery carrier at Owatonna versus our [12]
existing Ottumwa, Iowa alternative
should 13) resultin improved cycle times
due to [14] operating parameters of the

two interchanges [15) alone.

1161 With the current movementto merge
1171 railroads which limit competitive 18]
capabilities this project provides the [is]
opportunity to developa third Class I 20]
railroad into the basin to help offset
these (211 mergers. With only two rail-
roads serving the [22) basin, history has
shown that seldom are both
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[1] sources operating at efficient levels.
There (21 appears to be cycles of having
to subsidize [3; one another during those
periods. This [4 creates a monopolistic
type of environment [s) for the shippers,
which could be resolved by [ a third
cartier to assist in the balance.

(71 Another point that would be g
beneficialto MPW and other utilities is 9]
improvementto the utilization of rail car
[10] investment. Due to the inability of the
two [11] major carriers to achieve setvice
standards (12] in past years, we, like other
utilities, were [13] forced to acquire
additional rail cars to our [14] requirem-
ent at substantial financial (151 inves-
tments. This leaves us with excess [16]
capacity when the current railroads are
[17] operating at optimum levels as they
have this (18] year. This excess capacity
continues to cost [19] utilities when the
railroad’s performance 20 turns around.
1211 In conclusion, the MPW believes [22]
that additional competition will benefit
all
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n1 shippers. It strongly support the
DM&E’s 2 efforts and hopes that they
will receive [3] final authority and per-
mits to construct the [4 project. Thank
you for providing me the (5] opportunity
to speak today.

6] MR. EDWARDS: Good afternoon.Iam
171 Richard Edwards, administrator of
Charter (8] House, a continuing care
retirement community 9 located on the
campus of the Mayo Medical [10) Center
in downtown Rochester, one of five [11]
high-rise elderly housing structures [12]
within 50 to 100 yards of the DM&E
tracks.

1131 Charter House is home to over 400
(141 older persons,average age of 85, who
come to [15] Rochester from 25 statesand
Canada to enjoy 116 their last with of
piece of mind.Theyare (171 drawn by our
proximity to world class health 18] care
offered by the nearby Mayo Clinic, the
[19] safety, cleanliness and convenience
of our [200 neighborhood, and the re-
putation for [211° excellence our 280
employees have evolved (221 over the
past 15 years. There are 190
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111 households on our waiting list.

121 The DM&E proposal is a real and 3]
immediate threat to the safety, health
and 4] welfare of Charter House re-
sidentsandall (5] elderly people who live
in downtown (6] Rochester, access its
commerce or even travel [7] through.
The DM&E proposal is a real and (g
immediate threat to the continued suc-
cess of [9] Charter House as a recognized
center for [10] excellence in service to
the needs of older (11] persons. A pre-
ferred place to live,a [12) preferred place
to work.,

(131 How canthatbe.It’s obvious.[14; Each
of us is someone’s child. Many here [15)
have living parents or grandparents. All
of 116] us should have or do have an older
person in (177 our life we care about.
Think about it.

(18] So if you love your mother ot your [19]
aging grandmother, would you want her
to live [20) in a neighborhood where
within 50 to 100 (211 yards of her home
12, 28 or 32 coal trains, [22] each a mile
long, blaring through daily
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(11 around the clock. Trains routinely (2]
increasing noise levels to ear shattering
13] decibels. Trains disrupting her need
for (4] precious sleep. Trains generating
vibrations [s] that might shatter her
beloved Hummel (¢] collection from the
shelf, Trains blocking 71 up to eight
crossings simultaneously on (8] streets
she needs to drive for access to [9]
shopping, church and visiting friends.
God o] forbid, trains owned and oper-
ated by a 113 company whose safety’
records is documented to [12] be among
one of the worst in the United [13) States.
(14] As I'have said, it is obvious, [15] trains
and the health, safety and welfare of [16]
older persons we love simply do not
mix. 17} They are a certain formula for
ruin.I do (18] appreciate that each of you
is here today (19 just doing your job.
Please appreciate that 1201 how well you
do your job will affect our [211 com-
munity forever. With your power comes
(221 tremendous responsibility.
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{11 Having said that, I do question if (2] the
5,000 page, 600 pound report of findings
131 is an example of your best work. A
reliable 4 basis for critical decision
making.Forme (5] it’sbureaucratic boiler
plate. The art of [6 the vague, the
noncommital. It lacks 7] believability.

81 I reference chapter 3 beginning on [9]
page 3.292 when you talk about the
increased (10] frequency of trains coming
through.It’s (111hard to believe that even
increasing them (121 from the current
three orfoura dayto 11,1131 we will have
only one accident in every 12 [14] to 18
years or that if it’s increased to 37 (15
trains per day we would have only one

Page 115 - Page 121 (18)
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[16] additional accident in 11 to 13
years.

1171 The point is that if the report is [18] to
be a credible tool for understanding in
{191 critical responsible decision making
it’s a 1201 tool that needs repair, shar-
pening and most [21] certainly more time
for study and analysis. (221 The future of
our community is at risk. We
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11 will not let the DM&E divide us
literally ot i2) figuratively and destroy our
future.Thank (3] you.

14) MR. CAMPBELL: My name is Malcolm
151 Campbell. Iam speaking as a citizen.I
am e aretired physicianwho haslivedin
(71 Rochester since 1957. I have lived
south of (8] the DM&E rail line since
1965. So my access 9} to clinics and
hospitals and government and [10] comr
mercial operations is not affected by the
(11] present DM&E route. I could say that
the 12 projected increased railroad
traffic won't 113 matter to me.ButIama
citizen of the 14 entire city of Rochester
and can plainly see 115 that my fellow
north side citizens will have [16] their life
adversely affected by having their [17]
free access to the services I just men-
tioned 18] frequently blocked, some-
times to their great [19] petil.

1201 I am asking, what provisions will 21
be made for safely reconnecting the two
1221 halves of our city if this upgrade is
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111 approved and who will pay for it.

121 DR. PETERSON: Good afternoon.I 3]
appreciate the Surface Transportation
Board 4 having come to Rochester to
hold these 151 hearings. I am Dr. Noel
Peterson. I am the (6 president of
Olmsted Medical Center. Olmsted [7]
Medical Center isa multi-specialty medi-
cal 81 group and hospital with branch
offices in 10 91 of the communities that
surround Rochester. (107 We employ
approximately 110 physicians and (11
mid-evel clinicians and 550 additional
112) staff. We provide primary and sele-
cted 13 secondary medical care to
patients in 14 southeastern Minnesota.

1151 OMC strongly opposes any increase
116 in the number of trains through
Rochester.[171OMC also opposes the use
of a bypass around [18] our community.
Many of the concerns that 191 apply to
impact of health care delivery at [20]
Mayo apply to OMC as well. Our main
clinic 21] office and hospital is south of
the tracks (221 and the majority of Ro-
chester’s population is
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{11 north.

(21 Although the majority of trauma and
131 cardiac emergencies are initially man-

aged in (4 Mayo facilities, a small per-
centage are [s] initially managed at OM-
C’s. More of a (6] problem for OMC,
however,are concerns of the [7] speed at
which professional and suppott staff (8]
can reach our hospital. Since we are a [9)
smaller medical organization, we do not
have 110] residents working for us. We
depend on our [11] staff being able to
promptly arrive and to [12] manage
emergency medical situations. We have
[13] time requirements for them to arrive
at the 14 hospital, and time delays
caused by these (15] trains may seriously
impact the response [16] time.

1171 OMC does not believe that a bypass
18] around Rochester is a viable option
for our 19] employees and patients. This
bypasswill (201 destroy hundredsofacres
of prime (21] agricultural land and make
medical, 227 commercial and personal
transportation much

Page 125

(11 more difficult and less safe. Doing the
121 wrong thing in a different location
does not 3} make it less wrong.

(41 We believe that the addition of 5) coal
trains through Rochester is not needed.
161 There is currently ample capacity to 7]
transport coal from the Powder River
Basin [s] eastward by using existing lines.
We have [9] serious concerns about the
thoroughness of [10] the EIS. We believe
the impact of noise, {11 vibration and air
pollution in the Rochester [12} comr
munity has been significantly [13] un-
derestimated.

[1410On a personal and perhaps a more [15]
emotional note, the Rochester com-
munity has 16; worked very hard to
make this one of the most [17] desirable
American cities in which to live. [18]
These efforts have resulted in larger,
more [19] diverse population that is fully
employed. 201 This expansion would
seriously erode that [21] environmentand
the community’s success.

1221 Concerns have been already been
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111 raised about DM&E's safety record,
making a {21 major disasterin Rochestera
big concern for 3 us. The medical
centers are close to these (4 tracks,
literally making it impossible to [5] evacu-
ate patients in the time of an (6] emerg-
ency. Some are critically ill.

171 The DM&E expansion is not needed.
18] It is not wanted. We strongly urge the
191 Surface Transportation Board to reject
this [10] expansion proposal. Thank you.

111 MR. LUSK:I am Steve Lusk, 1121 busi-
ness manager at International Broth-
erhood 113) of Electrical Workers, Local
343. 1 am also (14] the president of the
southeast Minnesota [15] construction
and building trade schools.I{16] am here

speaking on the issue of the coal 117]
trains.

81 I believe the STB should take [19]
several issues into consideration before
120] making any decision. These issues
are: [21] Safety, infrastructure and long-
term effects. (22 Safety is, in my opinion,
the number one
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(1] issue to be considered. For example,
what is [21 one life worth. If knowing the
expansion of 3] the trains through Ro-
chester is going to [4] markedly increase
the risk of harm, is this [5] the thing to do.
The answer is no. When (6 should
governmentoranyBoard put people’s (7]
safety behind private interests. That
answer (8] should be never.

191 Who is to benefit? People should [10]
always benefit from change. No one
should be 111 put at risk because of
change. An 112] infrastructure, the same
holds true here. 131 When creating
anything new we need to hold 141 safety
as the number one concern. For [15]
example, a bypass. What are the safety
161 concerns. A tunnel. What are the
safety (17] concerns.

(18] There seems to be an awful lot of [19]
concerns for costs. Very little concern
for [20] safety.At everylevel of discussion
I have 1211 heard cost concerns. At no
level have I 1221 heard the word safety.
Infrastructure is not
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(1just associated with cost.Or betteryet,
121 should not be just associated with
cost. 131 Safety for all must be the
overriding concern [4] for these types of
projects.

is1 Long-term effects.Progress, the [6) key
to progress is positively affecting the 7]
majority. How can this project go on
with [8] the least negative and most
positive for (9] long-term for all. What are
the options.

1201 In closing, these are the ideas I (11
believe the Surface Transportation
Board has 21 to deal with. The issue
should not be jobs, 1131 costs or profit.
The issue should be quality (141 of life,
safety for the community, safety for [15]
family. We are here to make this world 4
116] safer place to live. Please considerall
(177 these issues when making your
decision. 18] Thank you.

191 MS. BATEMAN:I am Sue Bateman. [
[20] am a private citizen. I have three
primary 211 concerns to talk about. First
is air 221 pollution. As a Rochester
resident for 57
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ryears,Thave enjoyed clean, clear, and —
121 except for the wealth of calls of geese
and 31 ducks — relatively quiet air.
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141 The proposed 37 coal trains rushing (s)
through our city would spread enorm-
ous [6] amounts of coal dust throughout
our [7] environment, fouling our air, our
homes our 181 downtown, our parks and
our breathing. Coal (91 dust is not only
gritty, it is downright 110 oily. It smears
everything it touches, 111 requiring dil-
igent and constant scrubbing. (121 Our
snow would never again be white. Qur
(13] clothes would need constant clean-
ing.Our (141 very breathing is threatened.
(151 Second, is noise pollution. 16; Those
37 trains speeding through town would
(171 traverse 15 consecutive grade cross-
ings. We 18] will have train ‘whistles
probablylasting (191 five or 10 minutes 37
times day and night. 1207 Figure for
yourself how constant those trains 21
whistle will become. Could we ever
open our [221 windows, even during
pleasant weather,
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i1 Third, of the DEIS’s 5,000 page 2]
report, exactly 28 pages are devoted to
31 proposed mitigation suggestions
that’s (4 dealing with the targeted com-
munities and (5] rural landowners to
reduce the obvious (6] nuisances this
project will inflict upon us. [77 Their
suggestions are that the applicant, [s)
that’s the DM&E, accede to the victims’,
that [9) is my term, concerns in the
following (10] manners. I quote, “To the
extent possible, [11) shall make reason-
able attempts to notify, (121 shall insure
whenever possible to the extent 13
practical, shall attempt to.” Does this [14]
sound like we in Rochester or any of the
{15] others being targeted would have
much to say 116 for this project and
approval. I strongly (171 urge denial.

(18] MS. MARCOUX: Thank you. I am p19]
Marcia Marcoux, a city council member
here in 120) Rochester, Minnesota. First of
all, T would 1211 like to welcome you to
our cityand thank all (22) of you fortaking
this time to hear from many
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111 of our citizens and business people
about (21 their concerns and questions on
this proposed (31 expansion. We also
appreciate the time spent (41 by your staff
and consultants over the past (5] two
years in preparing this Draft [6; Envir-
onmental Impact Statement. To me that
(71 shows that you were really concerned
about (8] trying to research the many
potential (9] impacts.

{101 It is very important to be sure [11] that
the data used from our community in its
112] final decision is as accurate as pos-
sible and [13] reflects quality evaluation
of the true 114 impacts. I do realize that
you have gone 115] beyond your normal
minimum of 45 days. But I 16 would
respectfully request that you allow a [17]

total of 180 days for our responses.

(18] For example, I would raise the [19]
issue of the base line existing train traffic
(20 numbers used in much of your
technical [21] analysis. Your Draft EIS uses
12 full trains 1221 per day. We only have at
most an average of
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(11 three. We also do not believe that
there are [2] nine wave rate or switching
movements each (3] day. Since wave rate
and switching movements (4 involve
much shorter lengths with much less (5]
noise and vibration than through trains
we [6] cannot understand why these
should be added (7] to the existing base
line.

81 The issue of this number is [9] im-
portant because it affects all of the [10]
technical analysis. If the route through
the 111 city is approved, several grade
separations (12] willbe needed and a cost
for these should [13) belong to the
railroad, not the local [14] taxpayers. I
would ask that you give some [15] dire-
ction as to the mitigation of impacts. 16|
By this I mean looking at true costs
involved 17)and who pays. This financial
cost is not [18] addressed but is real.

(191 Please do not leave these issues [20]
hanging out there and unresolved. Mit-
igation [21] and impact costs from rail-
roads are a major (221 concern for cities,
as we are left absorbing
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(1] that cost. Since the STB controls the
rail 21industry growth you need to direct
that cost 31 to the railroad or else federal
dollars need 4] to be directed without
affecting other (5] transportation pro-
grams’ needs.

t61 It is my understanding that neither 7]
the Federal Railroad Administration nor
the 8] STB addresses train length. This
proposed 9) DM&E project suggests unit
coal trains of 115 [10] to 135 cars or one-
and-a-half miles long. At 111) that length
eight crossings within Rochester [12)
would be closed at one time.

1131 Currently one of the lines already [14]
carrying coal fromthe west is starting to
[15] experiment with 230 car unit coal
trains.16; There is nothing that willkeep
DM&E from [17] using the same number.
Please consider the (18] true dollar cost,
not only to DM&E but to 1191 Rochester
when you make your final decision.

(201 If you decide this project should (21
proceed, then you should order an
alternative (221 route since the impactson
this community are
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[11 so great. Again, I would request that
you (2] order a definite alternative and
give (31 direction as to responsibility for

financial (4 cost. Thank you.

(5] MR. ORWOLL: My name is Greg o)
Orwoll. T happen to reside on the north
side [71 of the town, therefore will be
individually i8] affected by this proposal.
T'am an attorney [9) admitted to practice
in Minnesota, the [10) Minnesota Federal
Courts, and the United 111} States Sup-
reme Court. I have eliminated many [12)
of the comments I was going to make
because [13] of in the interest of time and
because many (14 other people have
already made them,

[15] But I do want to comment on the [16]
fact that for 32 years I was associated
with 117] the Mayo Legal Department, 25
of them as (18] general counsel, and
subsequent to that as [19] senior legal
counsel and senior counsel. I 201 cur-
rently serve as chairman of Mayo’s jz1]
emeritusstaff.I,therefore,amprettywell
[22] acquainted with Mayo. I am very
concerned
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(11 about this proposal. ‘

121 Rochester is a town devoted to [3]
service in an area previously devoid of
the 14 problems these coal trains un-
questionably [5; will visit on this com-
munityand thisarea (¢;and Mayo.Mayo is
a nonprofit charitable [7) corporation.It’s
the largest and best known 8] medical
institution in the world. It means [9] too
much to this area, this state, this [10]
nation and the world to permit this
damage to [11] occur.

[121Mayo lastyearhad 22,000 13] employ-
ees. It served over 300,000 individual (14
patients. It had a huge education and [15]
research budget in excess of 368 million
(16 dollars. This was a tremendous bene-
fit not (17] only to this area but to the
whole country (18] and to the world.

191 I think I'will not comment further [20]
along those lines, but I do want to
comment [21] on the proposal that these
trains go right 221 through Rochester.
While I support the
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(11 no-build, should the Board not adopt
it, 121 however, 1 favor the next best
option, the (31 bypass. I realize some of
the people in this 4 room do not wait to
hear that. But I think (s} in view of the
tremendous damage this would (6] cause
by going through Rochester, if the 7
proposal is not totally rejected I think
you 51 have to look at the bypass.

91 The loss to the citizens of the [10]
Rochester area, its businesses and other
(1] institutions would go uncom-
pensated if these [12] coal trains go
through Rochester. Whereas (13 any
property involved in the bypass would
(141 require full compensation to those

few 151 affected by it, persons thousands -
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in 116] Rochester. :

1171 Despite what is said in the Draft [18]
EnvironmentalImpact Statement,the [19)
additional cost of a bypass should be
paid by (201 the railroad, which will be
creating the (211 entite problem and
which stands to gain the [221 benefits,i.e.,
money. It would be an
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11 unheard of proposition of law to
require (2] payments from those pote-
ntially harmed to @3] avoid harm del-
iberately created by another [4] and for
profit. Please don’tlet moneyforas) few
decide this issue.

61 MS. DUKART:My name is Debi (7]
Dukart.I live in Rochester.Less than a (s]
hundred feet from the existing line. My
t9] husband and I bought our home in
1974 when 110] the previous railroad was
attempting to [11] abandon the line.
There are many, mamny [12] reasons for not
wanting the coaltrain, but [13] those of us
living close to the tracks have (14 many
concerns that don’t affect the rest as 1]
much.

1161 The noise from the horns has [17]
increased significantly over the last two
118) years. I know it’s for safety, but it’s
very (19} upsetting when your son, who is
in the army 20 and in the field calls and
only has a (21 couple — I'msorry — and
he only has a (22 couple minutes to talk
and a train goes by.
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(11 We can’t hear what the other is saying
and we [2] may not get to talk again for
weeks. You [3 can't hear any con-
versation with the person (4] sitting next
to you or hear the TV,

51 The DEIS said itis 2 nuisance, but (6] itis
really much more than that when it (7]
startles you awake during the middle of
the @] night and you can’t get back to
sleep. 91 According to the DEIS, buildings
located o] within 100 feet of the rail line
would [11] experience vibration at levels
likely to (121 cause disturbance to the
daily life. 1131 Structures would experi-
ence damage such as [14] cracking of the
walls, the foundation, plus [15] breakage
of items falling from tables, walls [16] Or
shelves due to rattling as a result of [17]
increased operating, weight, length and
speed 18] of coal trains.Ground vibration
is expected 19] to extend outward for
several hundred feet, [20] affecting hun-
dreds of homes in our area.

1211 Our neighborhood near the tracks is
1221 home to many elderly,retired people;
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i1 single-parent families; multiple-job
working 2] class families; minorities and
the disabled. 31 The homes are mostly
older affordable homes, 4] some dating
back to the mid 1800s, of which (5] many

of us homeowneérs have invested heavily
(6} in.

(71My husband,childrenandThave put i8]
ourhearts and souls into remodeling our
19 home. Most of our spare time and
money, 110] along with the help of many
family members {111 and friends over the
years. It is now almost [12] unrec-
ognizable from the house we bought 26
113] years ago. It is the home we had
hoped to (14 spend the rest of our lives
in. It breaks my (151 heart to know we
have to leave it if the —16] if the coal
trains come through here.

1171 Living by the tracks as they were [18]
for many years were a nuisance at times,
19 other times they are entertaining
with at [20] most a couple of trains a day
going by. But [21] even an increase up to
eight trains a day (221 would be hard to
live with. More would be
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1] unbearable, impossible to live with.
Coal [2] trains and neighborhoods don't
mix

31 MR. DIDIER:I am Paul Didier, a (4]
retired Mayo Clinic physician.Ilive three
151 miles from the railroad track, whether
it’s (6] bypassed or existing.I do have the
[7] expetience of having lived within a
hundred (8} yards of the Peabody Coal
Company track in 9] Freeburg, Illinois,
during my service at 10] Scott Air Force
Base.Ilived there for 10 (111 months,andI
can tell you from firsthand 12 experi-
ence that coal trains are noisy, and [13]
they do — we went to melmac dishes
because [14) the dishes kept falling off
ourshelves and [15) breaking. Melmacisa
plastic dish and it 116} doesn’t break.

(171 It’'s even worse when the coal [18]
trains, the empty coal cars come back.
They 119 are a lot noisier than the full
ones and they i20] are a lot dirtier. Now, 1
presume if we are (21] talking about 37
coal trains a day through [221 Rochester,
there is going to be 37 non-coal
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[1] trains, empty cars coming back.
Otherwise 12) there is going to be a lot of
coal cars in [3] Winona. I think that’s
something that we 4] should be apprised
of, the fact that it is (5] two-way trip, east
and west. :

161 Lastly, I would like to remind you, 7]
late in the 19th Century great efforts
were (8] devoted toward completing the
o] transcontinental railway. The gov-
ernment did [10] some bad things. The
promoters did bad 111 things. Ultimately
theyhave completedthe (121 railroad.But
they generated a term for the 13] type of
people that resulted, robber barons. 14 I
hope that we don’t have to face the
robbet [15] barons again. Thank you.

16 MR. ZIMMERMAN: My name is War-

ren (171 Zimmerman. Many of my con-
cerns have already [18] been expressed,
such as what this will do to [19] our city,
the environment and the pollution [20]
and the safety and the quality of life in
our [21] city. Personally I just want to
make this 221 comment.As a personwho
has had aTIA,
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(1] which is a small stroke, I am very
concerned [z about the trains blocking
the route to the (31 hospital. As has
already been expressed by (4 many
people,1live on the north side of the [5]
tracks. When I went to the hospital, was
(6] taken to the hospital, luckily the tracks
171 were not blocked.

81 But Ido crossthe tracks many [9] times
during the week and I'wait from eight [10]
to 13 minutes at the tracks. Several times
r11; this has happened to me.IThave often
112} thought how traumatizing it would
be to be 1131 there if one were having an
emergency like a (14] heart attack or a
stroke.I'would request [15] that you deny
the request. Thank you.

16 MR. MACK: Good  afternoon. My
name [17] is Dan Mack.I am here today
representing 18] CENEX Harvest States
Cooperative. CENEX [19) Harvest Statesis
a regional cooperative 120] serving the
agricultural needs of producers 211 and
shippers throughout the United States,
(221 including the geographic area served
by the
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111 DM&E Railroad.
21 My objective is to lend CENEX 3]
Harvest States’ support to the efforts of
(4 rural Minnesota and DM&E Railroad.
CENEX (51 Harvest States supports
DM&E’s objective of 6] expanding, re-
building their railroad 7 structure. CEN-
EX Harvest States,in their [8] capacityasa
commercial grain processing [9) com-

pany, ships in excess of 10,000 catloads

(10] on the DM&E annually. Served by the
DM&E, (111 CENEX Harvest States owns
several grain 112] export facilities as well
as the Mississippi 1131 River terminal at
Winona and soybean [14] processing
plant at Mankato, Minnesota.

115) In addition to the assets owned [16]
directly, several Harvest States affiliated
1171 local co-ops atre also served by the
DM&E. (18] Harvest States works closely
with those local [191 cooperatives in
terms of grain marketing and [20] trans-
portation services. Harvest States [21]
encourages the Surface Transportation
Board 221 and those applicable regulat-
ory agencies to
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f11 approve the DM&E expansion plan.
Doing so 121 has significant and potential
economic [3] benefits to the agricultural
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customers of (4] both Harvest States and
DM&E,

151 Should the DM&E expansion and (6]
rebuilding project not occur, CENEX
Harvest [7] States has concern about the
future [8] transportation services, facility
asset 9] valuation and related trans-
portation costs to 10} those shippers
setved by the DM&E. Some of [11] those
concerns are, one, future viability of [12]
the DM&E. Expansion and rebuilding
will [13] provide for future cost effective
[14] transportation securities for a sig-
nificant (15) number of grain producers
and grain companies [16] throughout
South Dakota and Minnesota. [17] Par-
ticularlyin westernand central South [1s]
Dakota, shippers have few alternatives
to (19] efficiently transport grain to mar-
ket besides (200 DM&E. Many producers
of grain come from —i21; areas of the
DM&E, would have to transport [22] grain
significant distances just to get to
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(1] the next rail carrier.

121Secondly, marketaccess. The DM&E 3]
plan allows for potential expanded mar-
ket 14 access for their customers. Pro-
posed (51 interchanges would present a
number of [¢] opportunities for grain
shippers to keep (7] grain market that
was previously physically [sj unavailable,
perhaps priced so such (9] economically
unavailable. This translates [10] into bet-
ter prices for producers who are [11]
ultimately the owners of the coop-
erative.

2] Current railroad transport —is]
affectsthe overall economics of both j14]
shippers and railroads alike. DM&E ship-
pers [15] must remain competitive to
compete with their 116) competitors that
are located currently in 1177 class I
railroads. In addition to country g
elevator terminals, grain elevators CEN-
EX 1191 Harvest States owns and operates
soybean [20] processing and oil refining
facilities served [21] by the DM&E rail-
roadin Mankato,Minnesota. (221 Not only
are soybeans originating on DM&E
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(11 presently, DM&E also provides trans-
potrtation (21 services for a significant
amount. of its 3] crude and refined
vegetable oil and meals (4 produced at
that plant.

(51 Harvest States urges the Surface (61
Transportation Board and applicable
federal [71 regulatory agencies to
approve the proposed (8] plan as stated
by the DM&E. Thus to allow (9] them to
move forward on the project. 1101 Con-
versely, Harvest States discourages the
no [11] action alternative.

112) MS. KLEIBERG:My name is Mar-
ianne 13] Kleiberg. I am ‘a licensed

realtor.I am (14] here in place of Marilyn
Stewart,manager of (15 Edina Realty who
was called away. I am also [16] a rail-
roader’s daughter and I love everything
1171about trains,everybell,every whistle,
(18] shaking walls and trembling ground
underfoot.

1n91Butasarealtorlamhere totell ;201 you
that the coal trains would have a [21]
devastating effect upon our community.
(22] Everyone who has spoken before me
has spoken
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(11 far more articulately than I can as to
the 2] effects on our quality of life, our
community (3] dynamics, the health and
safety of our (4 community and to the
effects on property (5] values around the
rail lines itself, and the (6] effect on
propertyvaluesfromthe point of [7]view
of people living in one side of town and
18] trying to live, trying to work in the
other.

191 Part of my job, of course, is to (10} assist
people in buying and selling houses; [11]
but another large part of my job is to
assist [12] companies and institutions in
attracting (13 employees to our city. That
has become an 14 increasingly im-
portant part of my job.I [15] believe that
unless this coal train is [16] stopped, my
job will be very difficult and 117] our
community will suffer drastically from
(18] being unable to attract the people we
so 9] desperately need. Thank you.

120 MR. SIPPEL.: Good afternoon. My [21]
name is Dave Sippel. I am an executive
122] vice-president and the chief tech-
nical
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(1) officer of Pemstar, Inc. Pemstar is a [2]
Minnesotabased, publically held, hi-tech
B1 contract manufacturing and en-
gineering (4] consulting company with
14 facilities (51 worldwide and an
employment base of (¢ over 4,000 peo-
ple and annual revenues (7] exceeding
500 million dollars.

81 Company headquarters are in [9]
Rochester, Minnesota, with facilities on
1o} Highway 14 West and Technology
Drive (111 Northwest. Pemstar employs
over 700 people (121inRochesterand has
consistently expanded [13] operations in
Rochester since its [14] incorporation in
1994,

151 Recently Pemstar was ranked [16]
number 4 in the Minnesota fast 50
competition [17] who recognizes the
fastest growing technology [18] com-
panies in Minnesota. Pemstar has had a
[19] positive impact on economic dive-
rsification [20] of southeast Minnesota
and serves numerous [21] important con-
stituencies in the state, [221 including
Fortune 500 companies, a growing
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{11 supplier base, shareholders and
employees. '
(21 On April 7th, 1999, Pemstar’s CEO, 3]
Al Berning, wrote a letter to the Surface
(4) Transportation Board expressing con-
cern about (51 the DM&E coal train
proposal. Part of this (6] letter reads as
follows. Our company [7] operates a
major lab and plant on 2535 i8] Highway
14 West in Rochester, Minnesota. The (9]
facility property isadjacent to the DM&E
[oj tracks. In addition to the health and
safety 1] concerns of neatby at-grade
crossings we have [12] several significant
economic concerns with 13] the DM&E
proposal. Our 2535 Highway 14 West [14)
facilityadjacent to the tracks designs and
(151 builds complex electronic in-
struments and [16] equipment, which is
affected by vibration of (171 passing
trains. We invested approximately [1s)
five million dollars in facility enhan-
cements [19] to the building. If the DM&E
proposal 1201 proceeds, with constant
train traffic, we [21] will not be able to
continue operations in [22] this facility
and will incur a significant
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111 loss on our investment.

121 Since these expressions of concern (3]
about Mr. Berning, Pemstar has- con-
tinued to 4 win new precision au-
tomation business of a [s1 highly tech-
nical and vibration sensitive 6] nature
that will fill the Highway 14 West 7]
facility and necessitate expanding into
18] adjacent facilities now being con-
structed. (9] The investment in facilities
hasincreased 10 significantly. The effect
of coal trains in 111] close proximity to
these facilities would 12 likely cause
Pemstarto move the facilities (13] at great
cost.and with very significant (1) econo-
mic impact to the company, the city of
1151 Rochester and the State of Min-
nesota.So we, [16] therefore, request that
you not support the (171 DM&E proposal.
Thank you.

(18] MR. KUHLMAN: My name is Lou [19]
Kuhlman.Tama grain marketing advisor
for (20 farmers in southeastern Min-
nesota. I grew up [21] in a family-owned
grain’ elevator business in [221 Byron,
Minnesota.I have been a grain
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111 merchandiser for 25 years and I
represent [2) rural interests.

31 Today’'s DM&E railroad is 4 dete-
riorating. Slow train speeds and (5] der-
ailments caused by track problems add
to [6] shipping costs for DM&E customers
which are 7] passed on to farmers in the
formoflower 8] grain prices.Inthe early
90s our elevator 9] business shipped up
to 1500 cars annually on [10) the railroad.
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It takes 6,000 semi trucks to [11] replace
those 1500 cars from our business [12]
alone. Since then rail service has dec-
lined (131 due to increased freight costs
because of the [14] outdated railroad.
151 The best rail service in these [16]
modern business is provided hundred
car unit [17] trains moving across the
country and back 18] in 11 to 12 days or
less. It takes the DM&E (19} nine days to
move from one end of its line to (20 the
other in comparison. The DM&E does
not (211 have competitive access to other
large rail (22) carriers. This does not allow
farmers along
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r1] the DM&E competitive bids for grain
during (21 the winter months due to the
closure of the 13) Mississippi River. The
DM&E connects 14 directly only to the
export market at Winona.

151 Upgrade of the line to handle more (6]
efficient larger trains will open markets
for (7] farmers in Minnesota along the
DM&E to more [8] export and domestic
markets. The USDA (9] estimates 10 to 20
cents a bushel in direct (10] benefit to
farmers from these proposed [11] im-
provements in the rail line. Their [12]
estimate at 10 cents a bushel amounts to
90 [13] million dollars annually in ad-
ditional income [14j to farmers along the
railroad. The share for [15] Olmsted and
Dodge County farmers would be in 116]
the range of one to two million dollars
(171 annually.

(18] Today a client of our firm in [19]
western Minnesota can sell to a hundred
car [20] train on the Union Pacific Rail-
road for 20 [21] cents a bushel more than
the elevator can at [z2] Byron. Value
added processing is very
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[1] important to Minnesota agriculture. I
am a (21member of the Board of directors
at Alcorn, 3] the ethanol plant in Clairm-
ont located on the (4 DM&E. This
industry relies on competitive (5] trans-
portation availability. Further [6 in-
dustrial development will occur along
the (7] new DM&E rail line in the rural
towns across (8 southern Minnesota.
This means more good [9] jobs inoutstate
Minnesota, and healthy small [10] cities
currently where we see decline [i1]
particularly in western Minnesota.

112) The DM&E may not survive without
1131 the ability to upgrade its existing line.
1141 The DM&E deserves the opportunity
to invest [1s] in its own business. The
investment into [i6] transportation in-
frastructure will be paid (17) for by clean
burning western coal needed by [18] our
eastern cities to provide economical, (19
environmentally  friendly  electric
power.

1201 Farmers receive better prices for [21]

their grain. Everybody knows where
farmers [22] spend an additional dollar of
income. It
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1] goes right straight to Main Street
Minnesota. 121 This project must be
allowed to proceed for (3] all the right
reasons. The benefits are (4] broad econ-
omically, geographically and 51 en-
compassa large population. The reasons
16 for blocking a better railroad are small
and 171 supported by fewin comparison.I
urge the (8] STB to approve the DM&E's
application for 9] upgrading and ex-
pansion of the railroad that j10] servesour
communities and farmers.

1] MS. RILEY: Thank you. My name is
112] Annie Riley. I live four blocks from
the 113} tracks in the Kutzky Park neig-
hborhood.1 (141 have been a member of
the Southeast Minnesota 151 Coal Train
Coalition for over two years.I [16) would
like to address my remarksto (17] Chapter
7, the Section of Environmental [18]
Analysis, proposed environmental mit-
igation.

1191 This project is described as the [20]
largest and most challenging con-
struction (211 proposal ever before the
STB. The impact (221 caused by con-
struction and operation would

Page 155

(1] have significant environmental con-
sequences, [2) some of which, such as
noise, would be 3] difficult to mitigate.
Are we simply to 4] endure the tornado-
like roar of 37 trains a (5] day and the train
whistles day and night.

i6) Out of 5,000 pages, only 28 have (7]
been devoted to environmental mit-
igation. (8] If, as stated, the environment
analysis has (9 taken the hard look
required of the [10] environmental con-
sequences,these mere 28 [11] pages with
104 mitigation measures are sorely [12]
lacking in specific standards or 0131
accountability.

1141 How do we comment on plans yet to
1151 be developed or consultations that
have not (16thappened yetand where are
the teeth for any [17] enforcement. The
document uses weasel words [18] such as
to some extent, to the extent [19] pos-
sible, where appropriate, with the [20]
applicant deciding, make reasonable
attempts, (211 shall attempt to minimize,
shall attempt to [22] reclaim. We want to
see words like protect
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(11 and correct, solve, repair, reimburse
and [2) resolve.
131 Examples of proposed mitigation [4]
which are far from adequate. Number
one, 5] regarding emergency response.
Theapplicant (6] only hasto consult with
communities to [7} coordinate train

movements and emergency (8] response
and to discuss possible installation (91 ofa
train monitoring system connected to
110] traffic signals. This does not address
the 111 concern of delay and response
time for 121 emergency vehicles.

113] Number two, the one specific safety
(141 measure mentioned is the installation
of 15] reflective material onthe back side
of 116) warning devices. Reflective tape is
whatwe [17] are given to help insure our
safety. There (181 is no discussion about
addressing the 119) disaster caused by a
derailment. There is (20] more protection
for threatened or endangered (21] spec-
iesand for restoring and revegetating (22]
disturbed areas than for human beings.
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111 Regarding noise concerns. There (2]
are seven mitigation measures which
talk 31 about developing a plan to
address (4] construction noise and vib-
ration control. [5] Where is the real
mitigation. Because of the 6] significant
environmental consequencesand 7) the-
ir impact, and because of the serious (]
deficiencies in addressing the identified
[9] significant environmental impacts,the
only 110] reasonable action is the no build
option. [11] Thank you.

(121 MR. FLOTT:1 am Don Flott, a 113]
resident of Rochester.I agree with most
of 14] the speakers who are opposed to
this project. (15) Most of my objections
have already been [16] stated, so I won’t
take the time to repeat (17] all of those. I
do want to follow up on a [18] couple of
comments that were made.

9] There was one lady who thought that
120] the emphasis on panic and medical
problems [21] were exaggerated, as I
recall. Then we had 1221 Dr. Gibbons over
here who held up the
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{11 defibrillator and showed you the
emergency (2] equipment. Well,in 1994 1
suffered from a 31 sudden death, cardiac
arrest while I was (4] living in another
city. If it had not been (5] for my wife, a
patrolman and an ambulance, (6] which
just happened to be onthe right side (7]
of the tracks, I wouldn't be here today.
i8] So Iam living in Rochester now, 9jand
the emetgency response question is not
[10] exaggerated at all. So T would hope
that the 1111 Board would deny this
request for approval.

(121 MR. GARRISON: My name is Tom [13]
Garrison. I am a conductor with the
DM&E 114 railroad out of Waseca, Min-
nesota. I am [15] speaking on behalf of
myself and some fellow [16] employees.
The DM&E at this time is kind of [17] like
running an interstate transportation [1s
company on gravel roads. We have a
worn-out 19] infrastructure here. One in
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which —p0) fatigue, we have fatigued
rail. Rail that is (211 worn out, things that
are worn out.It’s 221 kind of like trying to
put a band-aid on
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(1] things.
121 Without this upgrade this railroad 3]
can’t improve itself. We haul LPG gas (4]
through Rochester, through other cities.
We (51 haul anhydrous ammonia through
other cities. (6] We do have derailment
problems. Without this 71 upgrade, we
will continue to see other (8] problems
affected by this.
91 The improvements of safety going (10}
from the current system that we are on
now to [11] the new railroad will make
transportation of (121 dangerous com-
modities a much safer transport [13]
system. With the upgrade will come new
{14] signalling and control systems that
will [15] transport the DM&E from an
outdated railroad [16] to one in which will
be the most 171 technologically freight
railroad.in the U.S. (18] and Canada. A
system that runs without [19] signals
today, one which will operate with [20)
computers and communication back-up

[211 protection. One that be dangerous to

train [22) crews in which a switch can be
thrown, train
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(11 crews not knowing about it, which
could lead 21 to majoraccidents, serious
injuries to crews 3] and the general
public itself.

4] The upgrade will vastly improve (5]
grade crossings with installations. Blan-
ket (6] gates with gates and lights and
systems in [7] places that don’t exist at
this time today at 8) many intersections.
The improvements in (9] grade crossings
will lead to fewer grade [10) crossing
accidents with new gates, new lights {11)
and blanketed gates.

(121 Improvements in faster trains will (13]
make for crossings being blocked for
shorter (14] amounts of time, from 15
minutes to two [15] minutes, making for
better emergencyvehicle [16) access. We
will go from a railroad that has 7]
derailment problems to one that will be
in (18] the same category as most major
class I [19] railroads, with very few
derailment problems.

120) The DM&E will go from railroad to j21]
railnow that’sa hundred pounds, that [22]
weighs 100 pounds. We are going to 136
pound
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(1) rail. One in which will cut down on 21
vibration problems. We are going to
build 3] the road beds up. We go from a
less 14 problematic railroad to one in
which we can (51 haul grain from Tracy,
Minnesota, down to the [ port at

Winona.One that we canhaul coalin (712
energy crisis as we have now, We can’t s
depend upon foreign crude continually.
‘We [91 have to use our own resources, like
these [10] resources available throughout
all parts of [11) the United States,in which
we canand should (121 be less dependent
on other energy sources {13] using our
own energy and which in turn will [14]
make the DM&E a vastly more improved
[15] railroad.

(16) Without this, the viability of this 17]
railroad will be lost, and could be lost.So
[18] we are looking at out in the west no
rail [19] service at all for a lot of these
farmers in [20] a situation in which they
depend on rail (21) service. Thank you.

(221 MR. RECKINGER: My name is Art
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11] Reckinger. I am an engineer by train-
ing.Iz1amspeakingasanindividual The
right to 3] do business is neatly an
unalienable right in (4] the United States
of America. Thus, it is (5] presumed the
right of DM&E to do business in (6] the
United States, the State of Minnesota, [7)
and the City of Rochester, assuming that

the (81 proposed business is not illegal.

191 DM&E's right does not appear to me
[10] to be any different than that of the
Mayo (11] Clinic, IBM or any other cor-
poration. The 1121 Rochester city fathers
refuse to negotiate a [13) mitigation plan
and have simply said no (14] trains, This
makes it impossible for [15] citizens of
Rochester and Olmsted County to [i6]
judge the true impact of either the trains
1171 going through the city orvia a bypass
around 18] the city. Without a mitigation
plan for the no city it is literally im-
possible to judge what [20] problems are
solvable, what problems have a [21]
residual impact and finally, to judge the
122] relative merit of problems of either
route
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(] through the city or via bypass.

2] There appear to be technical 3]
solutions for many of the asserted 4]
insurmountable problems. A couple of
(51 examples. The Mayo Clinic asserts
that train [6] vibration will render their
MRI systems [7] inoperative during train
transit. If this is [8] truly a problem after
the track is upgraded, 19 then the mit-
igation is simply to place the [10] scann-
ing portion of the system on a vibration
{111 isolation platform, which in its simpl-
est [12] form is a slab of dense material
such as [13] concrete supported on air
springs with motion 114} dampers. This is
an old technology and it is [15] extremely
effective.

116] Train noise. The upgrade of the 117
track with 12-inch drain ballasts and 18]
continuous welded rail is expected to

(191 significantly reduce the noise levels
versus [20] present track construction.
Reduction [21] estimates range anywhere
from 25 to 75 (221 percent. Further
reductions might be
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111 achieved with noise absorbing panels
adjacent (2] to the track. This technology
has been (3) successfully pioneered and
implemented in (4} Europe with faceted
batrier panels that would (5] cause gene-
rated noise to be directed upwards. i6) In
Europe — track isolators have been [7)
developed and are in use to help further
i8] reduce noise and vibration,

191 Presuming the DM&E has a right to {10}
do business in the United States, Min-
nesota [11) and Rochestet, it is imperative
that a [12) mitigation plan be developed
for Rochester [13] and presented to the
people. Without [14) mitigation plan one
cannot understand the (151 true and
actual impacts of the proposal, nor [16]
can one judge the relative merits of
either a 117) city toute or a bypass route.
True cost and [18] true impacts after
mitigation cannot be (19 assessed wi-
thout that plan, Thank you.

1zo1 MS. VENNERS: Goodafternoon.Iam
(21) Camille Venners. My husband Ed and
ITowna [22] computer education and data
base management )
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r11business which we started seven years
ago.[21We have three adult children who
grew up in 3] Rochester. I am against
approval of the DM&E (4 expansion
proposal and urge you to decide in 5
favor of the no build option. :

(61 I am also urging the Sutface (7]
Transportation Board to extend the
deadline (8] for response beyond Janhuary
5th, 2001. (91 Although I have been a
resident of Rochester, [10] Minnesota, for
24 years, Detroit, Michigan (11} was my
home until adulthood. Prior to moving
121 to Rochester I lived in the Wash-
ington, D.C., 1131 suburbs of Arlington,
Alexandria, Sterling [14] and Falls Church
for approximately nine [15] years.

(161 Rochester is a unique city and I (171
treasure many aspects of this com-
munity. The (181 downtown area of Ro-
chesteris vibrant due to [19 Mayo Clinic
and support businesses. [20] Currently
there is no — there are some known [21]
significant impediments to crossing safe-
ty (221 for emergency response vehicles
with our
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13 three to five slow moving trains.Tam
121 concerned that crossing safety,as well
as 3] the timely passage of emergency
vehicles (41 through the city will be
adversely affected (51 by an increased
number of fast moving trains.
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161 Currently there are no bad areas in (7]
the City of Rochester that you need to
avoid. 81 I am concerned about the
potential for bad (9] areas of the town to
develop where the [10] quality of life, the
character and vitality [11] and ultimately
the propetty values in [12] neighbor-
hoods nearoradjacent tothe [13] railroad
track are adversely affected by 14] train
noise and vibrations that would be [15]
associated with that heavy, high speed
j16] traffic.

117) Currently there are no air quality [18]
index problems to consider before go-
ing out [19] of doorsas there are no heavy
industries or [20] excessive vehicle traffic
adding pollutants [211to the environment
of the city. I am (221 concerned that
excessive pollutants will be
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111 added to our air as automobiles wait
for the 121 increased number of trains to
clear the (31 streets. Currently there is no
major (4 automobile traffic delay bey-
ond what we wait (5] for for the current
trains. I am concerned [6] that au-
tomobile traffic will become more (7]
congested as more cars wait more often
for 8] the increased number of trains to
pass.

19 Safety, noise, vibration and 10] pote-
ntial auto exhaust problems are men-
tioned [111inthe DEIS but are considered
as separate (12] issues rather than parts of
a whole. Each 113) should be considered
not by themselves 1141 independently
because as awhole they have a (15 much
greater negative impact than the (16
individual parts.Ifind the DEIS to be 17]
woefully vague and it needs to be more
(18] specific regarding mitigation.

(191 Years ago, the beltway in (201 Wash-
ington had a big sign that proclaimed at
[21) a juncture where they were doing
some work on (221 the road, prepate
yourself for instant
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(1] aggravation. Rochester residents
might adapt 21 that slogan to prepare
yourself for permanent (3] aggravation if
the DM&E expansion is [4 approved.
Please consider the no build (5] option.

161 MR. PETERS: Thank you. My name is
171 Gene Peters. Thank you for allowing
me to [81 speak.Iam gong to be speaking
on the (9] impacts of the bypass south of
Rochester and [10) how it will affect
myself and other (111 landowners with
regards to agriculture, (12} investment
and the Olmsted County land use (13]
plan.

(14] In 1990, because of urban [15] en-
croachment on my farming operation I
looked [16] at other areasin the county to
consider [17] relocating and investing in
the updates that (18] were needed to

continue with my busifiess of [19] farm-
ing.In the process of evaluating land, 201 I
also looked at the county land use plan
1211 which guides future urban expans-
ion as well [22] as ag land preservation.
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ij Olmsted County adopted a [21 com-
prehensive land use plan for all of 3]
Olmsted County in 1978. This plan has
been 4] in effect since then with an
update done (5] in 1995. Because the
county’s land use plan (6 indicated
continue ag preservation I chose to [7]
buy a farm in Section 16 and 21 in Rock
Dell 18] Township,and it’s being pointed
out up (9] there, and to make the needed
investments to [10] allow me to continue
to farm. This farm s (111 located adjacent
to Highway 30, which is (121 a 10-ton all-
weather road that allows me [13) needed
access to my grain facility.

1141 Since 1990 I have invested over a [15]
half a million dollars in grain drying [16]
facilities, storage, land and improve-
ments in [17] this land that allows me to
continue to farm. (181 This facility has
become the hub of my 19 farming
operation, for which my family and I 120
operate a large cash grain operation.
1211 The proposed bypass cuts ditectly [22]
through this farm one quarter mile north
of
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111the grain handling facilities, cutting off
121 access to Highway 30.There has been
to date 31 no change to Olmsted Coun-
ty’s land use plan (4] which would allow
this bypass.Nor has the (5] county or City
of Rochester initiated such a 16 change.
The proposed bypass makes a mockery
171 of those of us who use this land use
plan as (8] a basis for investing in agric-
ulture.
9] To add insult to injury, I also {10]
purchased a farm located in Section 17
of 1111 High Forest township in 1997 that
also has a (12] bypass option through it.
This farm is also {13 once again shown as
long-term agricultural [14] use. If this rail
line is constructed [15] through my pro-
perties it will effectively cut (16] me off
from my facilities for drying and 117
handling the grain and my best markets
which (18 are located in Winona. This
will effectively [19] destroy my business.
(201 1 am but one example of the impacts
121] this proposed bypass will have on
southern [z21 Olmsted County. There are
farms and ag
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1 producers all along this proposed
bypass [2 which will be forever changed
and/or 31 destroyed. The bypass will
have a very long [4] impact, longterm
impact and will speed up 5] the frag-
mentation in urbanization of rural (6]

Olmsted County. The issue has divided
our (71 community like none otherbefore
us. I urge (8] you not to recommend the
bypass option. (91 Thank you.

110 MR. GRISM: Hi. My name is Kirk f11]
Grism. T am a school bus contractor in
the 112] city of Stewartville, district 534.1
also 1131 work in the Byron School
District, (141 Number 531.1 have beena
schoolbus [15] contractor for 16 years.As
you know, school [16] buses at railroad
crossings is very dangerous (171 and a
great concern of mine. School buses at
(18] railroad crossings and new stops or
bypass is [19] a very safety exposure I do
not want to come 120] by. According to
the bypass proposal, 31 of [21] the cross-
ings would have no signals at all. [22]
Those new stopsfor Byronwouldbe 96a
day,
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11 no crossings.Hayfield would have 32a
day. 121 My city of Stewartville has 168 a
day.That 3 is mainly on 63.S0 it’sa very
big concern [4] of mine.

151 Rochester would also have, if there [6]
is a bypass, they would have an ad-
ditional 96 [71 stops a day. We need to
recoghnize that. 18] Eyota would have 32 a
day.So the total is (9] over 400 new stops
we would have for a bypass (10} for our
school buses. That’s a great concern [11)
of mine. I have insurance on the buses
and [12) the kids, and I am really worried
about that. (13) Okay.

1141 The new bus drivers that I have [15)
coming on and old ones, we have to
teach them (16 how to make new
crossings for the kids at the [17) crossings.
Please.

18] I do respect the concern that [19]
Rochester has with regard to school bus
stops [20] in their city. Any time a school
bus has to [21] stop at a crossing, the
children are exposed [22] to additional
risks. However, I do not feel

Page 173

(11 that adding new exposure to the
county and (2] the community is safe, let
alone reasonable 13) and feasible.

4] There are thousands of school [5]
children in Olmsted County traveling
the 6 rural highways, on roads to
schools with [71 parents and driving
themselves. A casual (8] look at the rural
landscape, especially south [9] of Byron
there, the safety of rural children 110} is
important safety in the city of (111 Stew-
artville, Byron, Hayfield, Rochester and
(121 Eyota. Thank you.

(13 MR. ROUND: My name is George [14]
Round.Tama co-owner of Rochester 115]
Hospitality Company.Thave lived here in
116] Rochester my whole life. My partner
and I (171 operate 10 small motels in
Rochester. I am (18] here to speak to the
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effect of this project (19 on the visitors to
our motels and our medical 201 com-
munity.

121] Who are these people. Senior (221
citizens from Iowa. Farmers from the
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11] Dakotas. Middle agers taking their
parents [2) to Mayo because their local
doctor can't fix 3] what’s wrong. Or
parents with their ill () children. They
have all come to our town for [s) help,
maybe for a last chance for help.

161 One of our motels is a small inn [7]
located across the street from Methodist
18] Hospital. The reason people stay there
is (91 that it is directly across the street
from [10) the hospital. This location
means everything [11) to these people.
They need to be able to get 121 back to
the hospital to see theirloved ones 13 in
a moment’s notice. If it’s two o’clock in
(14] the morning and a nurse calls and
says you {15] need to come now, these
guests literally run [16] across the street.
Many times it’s for good [17] news. But
unfortunately, sometimes the news [18] is
not good. Sometimes the person is
running [19] across to say a final good-
bye.

(201 What is the impact of additional [21]
trains in Rochester? What do we say to
(22] someone in a car waiting at a
crossing,
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(1] waiting to say their last good-bye.
When you 2] folks arrived here in town
yousaw alot of ;31 people rushing around
as you do in every city [4] you go to. The
difference is that in (s) Rochester people
rush around for things more [6 im-
portant than errands. Sometimes we
rush (71 around for matters of life and
death. Thank [8) you.

91 MR. SENJEM: Good afternoon. Thank
[10] you for the opportunity to provide
brief (1] testimony.] am David Senjem, a
36-year 12] resident, an eight-year coun-
cilmember of the 13) City of Rochester.1
appreciate the fact (14 that you chose
Rochesterasasite to hear [15] comments.

(161 Let me start by offering that 90 [17]
days is not adequate to fully understand
the 18] implications of the mammoth
DEIS that we have 191 presented here
today. Simply stated, we (201 minimally
need another 90 days. That would [21]
give us time to adequately comment on
the 1221 complex environmental issues
presented by
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(11 this proposal. It also would align with
the [2] time line set in state statute for the
State (31 of Minnesota’s assessment of the
proposal.
41 More specifically, the City of [5]

Rochester has grave concerns for the
fact(e) thatthe STBhas useda figure of 12
trains [7) per day moving through the city
as a base (8] line for assessing significant
environmental [9] impacts. We know the
proper number to be no [10] mote than
three trains per day. DM&E's web [11] site
confirms the number to be approx-
imately (12] three. Clearly it is not 12. But
to base [13] all of your assumptions and
conclusions on (14 this numberseriously
flaws the entire Draft [15] Environmental
Impact Statement.

116] Even with this flawed assumption, (17]
however, the report shows numerous
examples (18] of serious noise, vibration,
environmental [19] justice, emergency
service, and reduced (20} property value
impacts on the citizens and 211 bus-
inesses of our city. The city has many [22]
other concerns knownand yet likely not
known
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(11 that will be addressed in writing,

121 On a more positive note, the City 3] of
Rochesterapplauds and seriously thanks
14] the Surface Transportation Board for
its [s1 willingness to considerabypassasa
(61 mitigation option. We pledge our full
[71 cooperation in working with the
Board to keep i8] this option open and
viable.

191 Let me close on a more passionate [10]
note. Rochester is a great city. It is by [11]
general consensus the home ofthe finest
112) medical institution on the face of the
Earth. 1131 Rochester has endured many
challenges through 114 its histoty, in-
cluding serious tornados and [15) floods.
Each time we have dealt with the [16]
issue and the city rose to new heights.

1171 This one, however, is one that we [18]
can’t solve by ourselves.This one isin [19]
your hands. Ladies and gentlemen, the
i20] long-term fate of one of the finest
cities (211 and the finest medical centers
in the world [22] restsin yourhandsand in
the hands of the
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11] Board that you represent. We need
yourhelp. 21 We are asking foryour help.
We pledge our 3] full support in working
with the STB in 4] resolving this horrific
threat to the (5] long-term future of City
of Rochester.

61 MR. GARDINER: That concludes the
171list of people that preregistered. I'want
to 81 go back through the people that
may have been 91 out of the room. I'want
to double check [10) that. Then I have a
list of about seven [11] people who came
today and signed up. I want [12] to go
through those. But we will need to {13]
take a break before our six o’clock
meeting [14] and get something to eat.So
wearen’'t going (151 to be able to getto the

people who have [16] spoken at previous
meetings, unfortunately, [17] so we can
have our break. But I would like [s
people. Let me quickly go through folks
who [19] have signed up, who registered
who we may 120 have missed. )
{211 Kim Moccia. Loran Dedrick. Coreen
[22] Bernatz, Sarah or Benjamin Scott.
Mark
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111 Baker. Russell Hird. Nellie Doyle. Niles
(2] Hysell. Carol Breen.

131 So T have seven names, I believe, (41 of
people who haven’t spoken before. The
(51 first is Larry Nelson,

61 MR. NELSON:I am Larry Nelson, [7]
regional director for the Minnesota [s]
Department of Natural Resources here
in [9] Rochester. The Minnesota DNR has
been (10] involved with the DM&E rail-
road expansion [11) project formore than
two years, providing 112 information
about natural resources on state 13 lands
along the proposed route and providing
(14] preliminary review of information
being 1151 developed to apply for Min-
nesota DNR public [16] waters permits
and Corps of Engineers water [17] re-
sources permits.

(18] The Minnesota DNR has also [19]
participated in two surveys of railroad
120 rights of way and adjacent lands
along nearly [21] the entite rail line in
Minnesota. The DNR'’s [22] involvement
has provided us with the
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[11 opportunity to assess the natural
resources (2] that will be affected by the
DM&E railroad 131 project. These pre-
liminary comments will be (41 followed
by detailed written comments prior [s] to
the deadline on January Sth, 2001.

161 The generalreaction, DNR’s general 7
reaction is that the proposed project
would (8] have negative impacts on
wetland, streams, [9} native prairie, fore-
sts, fisheries, wildlife [(10] and recreation
areas along the DM&E cortidor (11} in
Minnesota. The Minnesota DNR per-
mitting [12] process will help avoid or
minimize impacts [13] on the wetlands,
streams and other protected (141 water
bodies over which the DNR has [15]
permitting authority.

116 Where use of state lands is (17
planned, required easements could dict-
ate the [18] impact on natural resources
be minimized. 19 Likewise, the Corps of
Engineers’ permitting 20] process will
help reduce impacts to water [21] re-
sources under its jurisdiction. However,
a [22] project of this scope would bring
unavoidable
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[1] negative impacts on natural resources
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that 21 could not be entirely mitigated.
The DNR 3] favors project alternatives
that minimize [4 impacts on natural
resources and that (5] suitably address
cumulative impacts.

(61 Some of the specific DNR concerns [7}
include invicinity of Lewiston, proposed
(8] east staging and marshalling area is
located (91 in an area of karst geology
with a high (10] sinkhole density. Heavy
railroad loads and (113 vibrations from rail
yard activities may [12] exacerbate sin-
khole problems. In addition, [13] any
liquids spills on thin soil cover over [14]
karsted bedrock will quickly enter and
[15] contaminate the groundwate aquifer
system.

[16) A second area, is while increased [17]
rail traffic on the existing rail line [is]
through Rochester would have signif-
icant [19} impacts on the city and re-
sidents, the (200 proposal bypass al-
ternative would have [21] substantial
impacts on natural resources. [22] The
bypass would eliminate 53 actes of
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1] wetlands, 62 areas of woodlands and
727 acres 12 of agricultural land and the
rail line would 3] cross eight permanent
streams, 28 [4] intermittent stteams.
151 The transfer of coal from the DM&E [¢)
to barges at Winona should have been 7]
addressed in the EIS. Also, the EIS does
not 8] address impacts on Winona from
increased 91 Canadian Pacific railroad
traffic of up to 20 [i0] trains per day
carrying coal transferred from [11) the
DM&E.
1121 The final point is the cumulative 113]
impacts and mitigation chapters and the
114] biological assessment appendix are
poorly (151 written, repetitive and not
very detailed. (161 In addition, the DEIS
contains many [i7] inaccuracies and in-
consistencies and [18] omissions, making
review of the document more (19} dif
ficult. Thank you for allowing me to [20]
present it. Thank you.

(211 MS. BARTELS: Thank you. I am [22]
SusanBartels.Ilive ona farm seven miles
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111 southwest of Rochester. We have a
half mile [2) dead end road and then we
have a 3] three-quarter mile driveway. I
imagine very (4] sincerely thatif [were in
danger of having [5] a heart attack that
most likely at that (6] distance from our
fine city resources,I (71 would maybe not
make it.Imean thisin [ sincerity, whenI
say that I can think of no 9] finer place to
die than on the family farm, (10 just as my
motherand grandfather passed away i11]
on the farm.

112) So Iam going to addressa fewkey [13]
points about our rural economy. In the
4] proposed bypassed option, a con-

servative [15] estimaté of 888 acres of
agricultural land 1161 would be taken out
of production. It’s {17) impotrtant to note
that the soil in Olmsted 18] County
includes some of the most productive
1191 land in the world, giving us a unique
1201 resource. There is no way to replace
lost (21} land resources.

122] Our vision of the future needs to
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(1] include the ability to provide basic
food (2] services and associated agric-
ultural products (31 for future gene-
rations. One farmer feeds 4] over 130
people.In Olmsted County the (5] market
value of products sold by farm [6] was
94,390,000 in 1995. Agricultural (71 busi-
ness is a significant stimulus to retail (8]
and service sectors in our area. Forty (9]
percent of Olmsted County economy is
(10] agriculturally based. The State of
Minnesota {11] exports three billion dol-
lars of agricultural (12) products annually,
which ranks seventh in the (131 United
States.

114] Agricultural land also provides [15]
flood absorption, cleansing of ait, water
(16] infiltration into the ground water,
plant and (171 animal habitat, wetlands
and hunting areas as (18] well as the
beauty of open space. Our county [19]
water quality must be preserved for all
20 county residents. Bypass con-
struction [21) through karst geology,
bens, wetlands would 221 be detrimental
to our quality.
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111 Rochester businesses and the Mayo [2]
Clinic have a choice to build near the [3]
tracks. The bypass would deny rural (4
landowners our choice. The word uni-
que has (5] been used over and over to
describe Rochester 5] and Mayo Clinic. I
believe every community [7]in the world
is unique. Every person is [8) unique.The
rural sector of Olmsted County (9] is
unique.The only equitable solutionto be
[10] reached is to consult on the issue
with (117 sincere respect and for con-
cerns of all [12] affected parties. Thank
you.

113} MR. BROBERG: Thanks for the [i4
opportunity to have the hearing here in
[15] Rochester today. My name is Jeff
Broberg. I [16) am speaking on behalf of
the citizens against [17) the bypass.Iama
Minnesota licensed 1181 professional
geologist and a registered [19] envir-
onmental manager with the National [20]
Registery of Environmental Profes-
sionals. I [211 own a firm that does
environmental [22] evaluations.
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111 I want to speak real briefly from a (2}
geologist’s perspective about the eval-
uation (31 of the bypass alternative comnr

paredto the 41 Rochesterupgrade. From
ageologist’s [5] perspective thete are few
human activities (6] that have permanent
environmental impact. [7] Massive earth
grading and water works are one 8} of
them. The proposed bypass is a massive
19] grading project with over eight mill-
ion cubic (10] yards of earth moved. The
result of it will [11] be a line that you will
be able to see from [12] outer space. All
you would need to do is [13] look at air
photos of historic rail grades (14 and
lines and see the impact on water [15]
resources, see the impact on the land,
and [16] see the permanence of these rail
lines even (17] years after they have been
abandoned.

18] From a geologist’s perspective, [19]
rajl traffic is probably a temporary thing.
20j It maynot be here in 150 years.But [21]
creating a grade like the bypass pro-
posed (221 will be here for eons or
millennium. I have
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(11 presented on the screen behind youa
12] butterfly ballot that helps you evalu-
ate the (31 impact of the proposed
upgrade.Thope that (41 the Board willuse
this in their evaluation (5] of the per-
manence of the envitonmental 6} im-
pacts that would occur with the bypass.
71As you go down through the list and (8]
you identify the upgrade alternative and
the [9 mitigation measures that will
occur,everyone [10] will agree that there
are going to be [11] temporary and
perhaps even long-term impacts [12] of
the upgrade. But as you go through the
113 list of the impacts on land and soil (14]
resources, surface water, ground water,
you [15] will have to agree that the
upgrade 16} alternative for the City of
Rochester has few (17] of those impacts,
and yet the impacts of the [18] bypass will
be permanent.

1191 I think it’s incumbent upon your [20}
Board to consider this in terms of NEPA
and {217 the environmental regulations
and the [22) responsibilities we have to
future
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1] generations. Thank you.

121 MR.YECKMAN: I want to take this 3]

occasion to applaud the presence of the

STB (41 and the Corps of Engineers. They
are here as [5] a team as far as I am
concerned, facing this 6] problem we

have in this community. Ranging [71 from
‘Winona,Minnesota,to the westernrange

i810f Minnesota, through North Dakota —
South (91 Dakota, and into the Wyoming

area.

(10] We have a problem here that is (111

unique in itself. I want to tell the group

(121 here that they did a wonderful job in

(13] presenting their side of the picture.
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But we [14] have a uniqueness here that
requires an [15] indepth observation of
just what this problem [16] is all about.

(171 Webster defines the sovereignty of
(18] the act of eminent domain as an act
wherein [19] certain privileges sought by
a minotity or [20] maintained by a min-
ority are overridden by 211 the pro-
ponents of the public that’s affected 221
by what that minority is doing.This is a

Page 189

{11 consideration that is of upmost im-
portance.

121 As I listen to the presentations [3]
today, it constantly came to my mind that
141 what you people are saying is that you
have 151 no objection to a corporation
looking for 6] profit, improved oper-
ations, contributing to (7] the welfare of
our industrial barons, but you 8] do
objecttoasociety of people being upset,
191 being deterred from the normal way
oflife to [10] accommodate this situation.

(111 I have one more thing that I am [12]
going to bring up, fromthe financial side
of (13 the picture. You have 222 minutes
based on a 1141 three-minute delay for
each train going [15] through, 222 min-
utes of lost normal [16] productive time
that is impeccably on this [17) particular
area.Thank you very much.

1181 MR. PATTON:I am Bob Patton. I am
119] with the Minnesota Department of
Agriculture. [20] I too want to thank the
STB for being here [211 and hearing
testimony. I will try to keep my [22]
comments very short. We do intend to
submit
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[1] written comments.

21 We are very supportive of this 3]
project as a whole in terms of its
potential 4] benefits to agricultural pro-
ducers as have (5] been described al-
ready. We are very (6] interested, though,
that impacts of this (71 project, alter-
natives and mitigations are [8)adequately
described. Our focus and our [9] com-
mentswill be on operationalimpacts, [10]
impacts to agricultural operations.

11 The document currently describes
(12} impacts in terms of merely loss of
prime [(13] agricultural land and really
doesn’ttalk {141about the impacts to farm
operations as the [15] track is expanded
through new areas as {16] described in
the bypass discussion today. (17} One
example that you will hear about ton-
ight, (181 Ibelieve,isthe impact of the east
staging 1191 and marshalling area in Win-
ona County near 20 Lewiston. The
farming couple that is there [21] is seve-
rely impacted, all the crossings from (22}
oxne side of their operation to the other
are
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(11 lost. So they will have a three mile
round (2] trip — or three mile one way
trip to be able {3} to haul manure and
grain on Highway 14, which 4] is a very
busyhighway, with slow farm [s] equipm-
ent. So it’s going to very severely 6]
impact their operation.

171 You will undoubtedly, as you go 8]
through this, hear about a lot of other (9]
impacts. Those impacts need to be
described [10] and alternatives proposed.
There is no (11} alternative. that I am
aware of that’s been (121 proposed forthe

‘staging and marshalling yard (131 or

mitigation measures for those impacts.
1141 Thank you very much.

1151 MR. FOGARTY:I promise to stay [16]
brief here. My name is Dan Fogarty.
Thank (171 you for stopping in and
allowing us to talk 18} for a second. I
speak strictly as an [19] individual. I
represent no business or no [20] city
today. What I am wondering, I have 1211
really heard nothing today about what
happens [22) when and if the trains get
beyond the City of
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(11Rochester orEyota,asthe case maybe,
it [2] gets to Winona.Is that the end of the
line? ‘

131 I can't help but wonder about the [4]
impact on Winona. There is nothing in
place ;51downthere nowthat canhandle
this type of (6] traffic. I assume there is
something to be [71 built and not at the
taxpayer’s expense. I ] don’t know that
for a fact.

191 The other thing I am wondering (10
about is the Mississippi River. The r11]
Mississippi is probably one of the great-

est [12] national treasures that we have.

The barges 113] floating on down the
Mississippi through the (141 lockand dam
system that was built in [15] the 1920s,
that system is inadequate to [16] handle
the traffic that’s passing through it [17]
today.Thereisa planthat’s comingto the
1181 surface now for rebuilding that lock
and dam [19] system. That’s very con-
troversial as well. (20 That may or may
not ever happen. I don’t 211 know. But
anyways, that’'s my concern. I am [22]
wondering about the Mississippi.
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(11" When you think about the (21 Mis-
sissippi, I think most people would
prefer 37 to think about the Mississippi
Queen or the (4] American Queen or the
Delta Queen or people i5) that are fishing
on it or the pleasure {6} boaters on there.
Coal barges do not come to [7] the front
of anybody’s mind when they are ]
thinking about that.

191 So that being said, the other thing (1011
want to sayis all of the lock and dams [11]

below the city of Winona undoubtedly
will (121 have bottleneck traffic above it
just for the 113] barges. That's going to
make it increasingly 114 difficult to get
pleasure craft through, to (15) get today’s
traffic through, Thank you. '

16) (Whereupon, at 4:40 p.m., an [17]
afternoon recess was taken.)
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111 EVENING SESSION
121 (6 p.m.)
3] MR. GARDINER: Okay. Why don't we
41 get started. Good evening. Thanks
very much (5] for coming. We are hete to
talk about the (6] proposed DM&E ex-
pansion project. So if you [7] are here for
the banquet that appears to be 8] going
on next door, you are in the wrong (9]
room,

110] Just a quick show of hands, how 11
many people came this afternoon? Okay.
121 Great. Thank you. Just bear with usa
113) little bit; we are going to do the same
(141 format we did this afternoon.

(151 My name is Charles Gardiner.Iam [16]
going to be the facilitator this evening.
My (171 role is to help make this meeting
as (18] productive as possible forallof you
who 1191 have come to provide com-
ments and also for (201 the folks here on
the project team who come [21] to hear
those comments. ’

(22 I am going to cover a few
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111 logistical items, some ground rules
and so 2] forth for the meeting, then we
have a short 3] presentation. But overall,
our purpose for [4] the meeting today is
the team wants to (5] describe to you a
little bit the roles of the (6 different
federal agencies that are involved (7] in
the environmental review of the pro-
posed (8] DM&E expansion. Also provide
an overview of [9] the project itself and
the results of the {10 environmental
review that are captured in the [11) Draft
Environmental Impact Statement.But [12]
most importantly, our purpose here
tonight is [13] to hear your comments on
that draft [14] statement.

1151 So Iam going to cover some ofthe [16]
team introductions and some ground
rules in a [17] moment. Then the team is
going to describe (18] the Surface Trans-
portation Board role. The [19] Surface
Transportation Board is the lead [20]
agency in the environmental review.
There (21] are other federal agencies that
are [22]1 cooperating with the Surface
Transportation
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(1] Board, so we will describe the role of
those [2) agencies as well, Then the
overview of the 3] project and the
environmental results and (4 then the
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public comments.

151 The team that’s here to present to [6]
you and listen to comments is Vicki
Rutson [71 with the Surface Trans-
portation Board. She i8] is the project
manager for the environmental [9] re-
view. Steve Thornhill of Burns and (10]
McDonnell Engineering. He is the pro-
ject (11) manager for the consulting team
that is (121 working underthe direction of
the Surface (13) Transportation Board in
preparing the Draft (141 Environinental
Impact Statement. Also here is 151 Tim
Fell from the U.S. Army Corps of neé]
Engineers. He is going to describe their
[171role inreviewing potentialimpacts to
18] wetlands and waterways. I am Char-
les 1191 Gardiner, I am the facilitator,

1201 Before I cover the ground rules I [21]
want to cover a couple other things that
you [22] probably picked up at the front
door.The
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(] first looks like this. It should have a
blue 21 sheet on the front. It has our
agenda. ) Inside on the second pageisa
description of 4] our process for taking
comments. First, on [5] sighing up to
speak, and then the ground (6 rules
which I am going to coverina minute, (7]
then also how to provide written com-
ments.

181 Most importantly, on the back are 9]
the addresses to which you can provide
no) written comments. The most im-
portant one (11) being the address of the
Surface (121 Transportation Board. Com-
mentsare due by (131 January 5th of 2001.

114 You also have a white sheet,looks [15]
like this. It's a comment sheet. You can
16] use that during the meeting if you
want to [17] provide written comments. If
in your time [18] providing oral com-
mentsyou can’t cover [19] everything and
you want to provide something [20] else
in writing, you can fill that out and [21]
leave it with us. Or you can take it home
1221 and fill it out. It folds up as a self
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(11 mailer. You can use that to provide
written (2} comments.

3] You can also provide written [4]
comments in other forms. If you want to
sy write something on your computer or
whatevert, (6] you can send those in as
well. But this 71 might be useful tonight if
you want to [8] provide any written
comments.

to]1 There is also a blue card. We are (10]
going to try to coverin the presentation
the 1111 procedural aspects of the pro-
cess, when the 1127 comments are due,
things like that. But you [13] might have a
procedural question that we [14] didn’t
quite cover in the presentation; the [15]
best way to ask that question is to fill out

1161 one of these; take it back to the folks
in 1171 the back, they will get it up here
and we (18] will see if we can answer it.
1191 It is not our goal tonight to [20) answer
questions about the Draft EIS. We [21]
prefer that you reshape those into com-
ments [22] on the Draft EIS. If there was
something
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(1] that wasn’t clear to you as you were
reading (2] it, please tell us that. It is a
draft. The 31intent of these comments is
to fix those 4] kinds of things. So if
something isn’t clear {5} or there wasn't
adequate information, those (6] kinds of
specific comments are best provided 7]
as comments rather than questions.

i8] Lastly, you may have an orange [9]
sheet that’s up at the front. This is a [10]
listing of libraries in Minnesota that have
(111 copies of Draft Environmental Im-
pact 121 Statement. So if you have not
seen it yet 131 and you want to go look at
it, it should be [14 available in these
libraries.

1151 The ground rules for this evening. [16]
First,it’sveryimportant thatwe justhave
(17} one speaker at a time. These mic-
rophones are (18] all on. This is a large
room.So we are [19] trying to be sure that
we capture the [20) comments that are
being made.We have a [21] courtreporter
who is recording those (221 comments,
and it’s confusing to him if there
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(11are several people talkingatonce.So I
z1would ask you to stay focused up front
and 3] one person talking at a time.

(4] We are setting a time limit. We 51 have
about 80 people signed up to speak. We
161 set a time limit of three minutes. You
can 7] do the math; we will be here for
quite a (8] while, even with just three
minutes to speak. (9] So a couple of
guidelines about the time [10] limits.
Three minutes gives you about a [11]
page-and-a-halfof double space, maybea
page 112 of single space. So if you come
with a [13] statement that’s longet, you
should start [14] thinking now about the
key points of it and [15] make those key
points as oral comments and [16] then
leave us with the written statement as [17]
the written comments. Please don’t feel
(181 obligated that youhave to go through
allof (19]your statementifit’slonger than
about a [20] page-and-a-half, because you
are cutting in 21 the time available to
people at the end of 122) the list. lam sure
those folks would really
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(11 appreciate not being here at midnight
to (21 provide their comments.
31 The last ground rule is to respect [4]
others opinions. We recognize that thisis
a [51 controversial project. There are

many [6] diverse opinions about it, sup-
port and [7] opposition, to components
of it, or to the 8] whole project.

91 The team is here to listen to all 10) of
those comments. I ask your help in [11]
insuring that they can hear all of those
121 comments. So you can certainly
support other [13] speakers. Applause
during their time will [14] cut into their
time to be heard.

1151 If you have rebuttal comments, Or (16]
you have comments or grumblings in
opposition (171 to something who is
speaking, I encourage you (18 to keep
those to yourself. Please keep your [19]
comments directed up here to the team
and be 1201 constructive with those
comments.

121] So what I'would like to do ishave [22]
everybodynodinagreement.Okay. That
isa
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i1 good set of ground rules. We are going
to 121 live by them, because those are the
ones I am (3] going to work with.

41 Now let me introduce Vicki Rutson, 5]
who is going to starta short presentation
61 about the project.

(71 MS. RUTSON: Thank you, Chatrles. (8]
Good evening, everyone. Again, I am
Vicki (91 Rutson.Iaman attorney with the
Surface [10] Transportation Board’s Sect-
ion of (111 Environmental Analysis. I
appreciate the [12] opportunity to be
here with you this evening [13] and I am
looking forward to hearing your [14]
comments tonight on the Draft Envir-
onmental [15] Impact Statement.

1161 First, Twould like to telt you (171about
the Surface Transportation Board. The
ns; Board is an independent adjud-
icatory federal [19) agency located in
Washington, D.C. The Board [20] itself is
composed of three members. A 121]
chairman, a vice-chairman and one
Board 221 member. Linda Morgan is the
chairman.The
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(1] other members are William Clyburn
and Wayne 21 Burkes.

3] Congress has given the Surface (4
Transportation Board the responsibility
of 151 licensing certain railroad actions.
Those (6} include railroad mergers, rail-
road (7} abandonments and the kind of
action that we [8] are looking at here, rail
line construction [91 proposals. The Sur-
face Transportation [0] Board’s in-
volvement in the Dakota Minnesota [11}
and Bastern rail line proposal began in
(121February 0of1998.That’swhen DM&E
submitted [13) an application to the
Surface Transportation [14] Board seek-
ing the board’s authority to [15] construct
a new rail line from DM&E’s [16] existing
line westward into Wyoming’s Powder
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[17] River Basin. DM&E’s application
also 18] proposed two rail line con-
structions around [19) the communities
of Owatonna and Mankato, 200 Min-
nesota.

1211 This application triggered two [22]
review processes at the Board. The first
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(11 kind of review that the Board did with
this (21 application was called the Trans-
portation [3] Merits Review, That review
required the (41 Board to ask three
questions. First, is this [5] applicant fin-
ancially fit. Second, is this 6 proposal in
the public interest. Third, is (71 there a
public need for this proposal.
i8] Based on the information that was 9]
in DM&E’s application in February of
'98, the [10] Board issued a decision. The
decision was [11] issued December 10th,
1998. There the Board 112; found that
DM&E’s application met those three [13]
criteria.In making that decision, though,
(14] the Board made it very clear that the
(151 decision was not final. The Board said
that [16] because all the information was
not before it (17 at that time, there could
be no final 118 decision then. This is
because the second (191 process at the
Board under the National {207 Envir-
onmental Policy Act had just started.

1211 The NEPA review, National [22) En-
vironmental Policy Act. NEPA review, in
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11} this case has been a step involving
many (2] processes. We started about
two-and-a-half 3] years ago with scoping.
We came out to the 4 project areas
starting in Wyoming, Minnesota 5] and
South Dakota and held meetings on the
1 scope of the Draft Environmental
Impact [71 Statement. We got public
comments on the (8] scope, and .con-
tinued working on the Draft 197 Envir-
onmental Impact Statement.

(10} All that work culminated on [11)
September 27th, 2000, when we issued
the (127 Draft Environmental Impact
Statement. The [13] Draft Environmental
Impact Statement is [14] intended to
accomplish a number of purposes. [15]
The first is to disclose potential [16]
environmental impacts that would pote-
ntially (17) happen if DM&E’s proposal
went forward. The (18] Draft EIS also
disclosesimpacts from[19) alternativesto
DM&E’s proposal. This 20] includes the
1no action alternative.

1211 The Draft EIS also informs federal, [22]
state and local agencies, affected
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(1] communities, interested landowners,
ranchers, (2) farmers, tribes and all in-
terested members of 31 the public onthe
potential environmental [4] impacts; and
most importantly, seeks comment, [s]

public comment on the information in
the (6] draft. Also in the Draft Envir-
onmental [7] Impact Statement are pote-
ntial — excuse (8] me — preliminary
recommended mitigation [9] measures;
and in some cases, identification (10} of
preferable alternatives.

1] What happens next. Tonight we are
(12] here to hear your public comments,
When the [13) public comment period
ends, which right now [14] is due to end
on Januvary 5th, 2001, the team [15] will
then take all public comments, that [16)
includes oral and written comments, all
are [17] treated with equal importance,
and we must 1181 respond to those
comments; and, if (191 appropriate, do
additional environment [20] analysis.

{211 All this is done in a document [22]
called the Final Environmental Impact
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(1) Statement. We will issue the Final (2]
Environmental Impact Statement to the
public, 31 and at that point the envir-
onmental review [4] process is complete.
Then all the (5] information is in front of
the Board, the 161 decision maker. The
decision maker then will 7] be required
to issue a final decision on 8] DM&E’s
proposal. All the information will be 91
before the Board at that point.
r10] Now, the Board, when it makes its {11]
final decision, will have three choices,
and [12) it must make one of these three
choices. The [13] Board can either
approve DM&E'’s proposal as [14] it was
originally submitted. It can approve [15]
DM&E’s proposal but only if certain [16]
mitigation measures occur first. Or third,
(171 it could deny DM&E’s proposal.
Those are the (18] three options.
(191 Now, in issuing the Draft [20] En-
vironmental Impact Statement the Board
did (211not work alone. We were working
[22] cooperatively with five other federal
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(1] agencies. These other federal agenc-
ies also [21 have licensing roles in this
process. The 3] other federal agencies
involved are the [4] Forest Service, the
Bureau of Land [5) Management, the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers, 6] the Bureau
of Reclamation, and the Coast {71 Guard.
There is another federal agency [8) in-
volved as well, the U.S.Environmental 9]
Protection Agency has a role rating and
[10] reviewing the Draft Environmental
Impact (111 Statement. We have two
members of the EPA 112) with us in the
audience this evening, Jim [13] Berkley
and Mazin Enwiya.

1141 The EPA will also be reviewing [15]
DM&E’s 404 application. Tim Fell from
the 116 Army Corps of Engineers will
explain to you a 117 little bit more about
exactly what that [18) means. With that, I
will introduce Tim and (9] let him

explain about the Army Corps of 120]
Engineers’role in this process.Again, [21]
thank you for coming this evening. Iam
221 looking forward to hearing your
comments on
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) the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement. '

12) MR. FELL: Thank you, Vicki. As 13) she
said, my name is Tim Fell. Iwork in the [4]
permit Section or the regulatory branch
of (51 St. Paul district of the Army Corps of
(6] Engineers. The St. Paul district will be
171 responsible for reviewing the project
impacts 8] that would occur in Min-
nesota. Because the 9] project extends
into South Dakota and [10] Wyoming, the
Omaha district of the Army Corps [11] of
Engineers will be responsible for [12]
reviewing projects in that area.

1131 The Corps of Engineers permit [14]
responsibility is based on two laws. One
is (151 Section 10 of the Rivers and
Harbors Act. [16] That refers to work that
wouldoccurin (171 navigable waters. The
other law is called 118] Section 404 of the
Clean Water Act. That 119) involves the
projects that involve the [20] placement
or the discharge of dredged or fill 121)
material into other waters of the United
122] States such as rivers, lakes, ponds,and
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(1] wetlands.
12 When the Corps is reviewing a (3]
project,we must determine whetherthe
[4] project is not contraryto the public 5]
interest.But we also look at whether the
6] plans represent the least envir-
onmentally {7] damaging alternative. Dur-
ing that review [8] process thete are
many factors that are 91 considered.
Some of these include wetlands, [10]
wildlife habitat, economics, cultural [11)
resources, land use and other factors (12
relating to the general overall envir-
onmental [13) concerns,
[14] Before the Corps is going to make a
[15] permit decision we are going to be
looking at 116] things that were included
in the 404 permit [17) application, in-
formation in the Draft EIS, (18] informat-
ion in the Final EIS, and we are also (191
going to be looking for the comments
that are [20] made at public hearings like
this. So please [21) provide your com-
ments to us as well as to the [22] Surface
Transportation Board so they can all
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111 be considered before the Corps
makesa (2)decisiononwhethertoissuea
permit for 3] this project.
i4] So with that, I would like to turn (5] it
over to Steve Thornhill from Burns and
61 McDonnell. Thank you very much.

(71 MR. THORNHILL: Thank you. Good 8]
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evening, everyone. My name is Steve (9]
Thornhill. I am with Burns and McDon-
nell o) Engineering. We are the firm that
worked 1111 under the direction and
supervision of the [i2] Surface Trans-
portation Board for preparation (13} of
the Draft Environmental Impact Statem-
ent. (14 What I am going to do this
evening is just 15] take a few minutes to
kind of hit some of the [16] high points of
what’s in the DEIS and some of [17] the
information that it contains, some of the
118] conclusions that were presented.
11911 am going to start off just by (20 kind
of going over some of the things that (21]
were in the DEIS. One of those i$ a [22]
description of the existing environment.
One ’
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i) of the things that the Draft Envir-
onimental 2] Impact Statement attempts
to do is paint a 3] picture of what the
envitonmental, natural, [4 human re-
sources that are found in the project (5]
area are, so the people have an un-
derstanding 6] of what’s there, what’s
important, what'’s [7] valuable, what the
resources that are out [gj there are.

191 The next thing that it does is it [10]
discusses the various alternatives for the
1 proposed project. One of those
alternatives, [12] as required under the
National Environmental [13] Policy Act is
the no action alternative. The [14] no
action alternative and a number of other
{15] alternatives for a number of different
161 components of this project were
evaluated. (171 After discussing the dif-
ferent alternatives, 18] the impacts of
those alternatives on the {19} natural and
environmental resources of the [20] pro-
ject area are presented and discussed.
i21] Now, as has been mentioned, the [22]
Draft EIS was released on September of
27th
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(1] of 2000. There is a 90 day comment
period, (21 which will conclude on Janu-
ary the 5th.

131 Just real briefly, to hit on a (4] couple
other things in the draft. The (5] purpose
and need for the project has been (6]
defined askind of two things.Oneisto (7]
provide DM&E the financial resources 8]
necessary to rehabilitate its existing (9]
system, thereby improving the effici-
ency and [10] safety of its existing rail
traffic. The (111second purpose would be
by extending the [12] existing system into
the coal fields of (131 Wyoming it would
provide a third access to [14] those coal
mines which would increase {15] com-
petition for transport of the region’s [(16]
coal resources.

171 There were four alternatives [18]
evaluated in relationto extending the [19)
existing system into the Powder River

Basin. 20 The fitst alternative,alternative
A, is the [21] no action alternative. The
second [22] alternative was alternative B,
which involved

‘Page 214

[1] construction of new rail line generally
21 following the Cheyenne River
through 131 southwestern South Dakota
and into Wyoming. 4 The third al-
ternative, alternative C, was [5] similar to
alternative B but involved rail 6 con-
struction in areas away from the Chey-
enne [7] River to avoid sensitive areas in
those [8] regions. The fourth alternative,
alternative [9] D,involved reconstruction
of additional (10] portions of DM&E’s
existing line, combined 1] with new
construction along existing rail [12] cOt-
ridorsintheregion inorderto extend [13]
DM&E’s system into the coal regions.
1141 Just to kind of highlight some of {15]
the things that were presented in the
DEIS 11¢) forthe various states affected by
the 17) project.In Minnesota, the project
was [18] proposed to include the pote-
ntial [19] reconstruction of DM&E’s ex-
isting line across [20] the state. Also
evaluated in the DEIS were (21] new
construction projects or potential new
[22] construction projects in com-
munities of
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(11 Mankato, Owatonna and Rochester.
There were [2] potentially three new rail
yards that would 3] be constructed in
association with the {4) project.

(51 Some ofthe unique things that were (6]
presented through the project areain (7]
Minnesota included the many com-
munities along (8] the line,both along the
existing rail line 9] and in those areas
proposed for [10] reconstruction, farms
throughout the area, 11] the Mayo Clinic
and its health care services, [12] sensitive
riparian areas, primarily those in 113] this
case along both the new construction
(141 areas and the existing rail line, and
flood [15] control projects present in the
communities [16] of Mankato and Ro-
chestet.

1171 In South Dakota, the project would
18] include the proposed new con-
struction of rail [19] line westward into
southwestern South Dakota [20) to reach
the coal lines. It would also 121] include
the rebuilding or the potential (2z) re-
building of DM&E’s existing rail line.
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111 There were two new rail yards pro-
posed for (21 construction in South
Dakota. Alternatives [3] for construction
that were evaluated in (4] addition to
those for extending new existing (5]
system included alternatives in the Hay
161 Canyon area, the Spring Creek area
and around [7] the community of Brook-

ings.

18] Some of the unique characteristics (9]
and concerns that were identified in the
110} South Dakota portion included im-
pacts to the 1111 Buffalo Gap National
Grasslands in western [12] South Dakota,
the many communities located [13] along
the line, both existing line and in (14
areas of new construction. Impacts to
farms (15] and ranches throughout the
state. Impacts {16] again to sensitive
riparianareas,in this (17 case particulatly
those along the Cheyenne (18] River.
Impacts to the Angostura irrigation [19]
project and impacts associated with
either [20] the reconstruction of DM&E'’s
existing bridge [21] across the Missouti
River or construction of 2212 new bridge
at that location near Pierre,
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1} South Dakota.
121 In Wyoming, the proposed project 3]
included the potential construction. of
new [4] rail line to access the coal mines.
Would 151 include the proposed con-
struction of one new (6] rail yard. There
were alternative (7] constructions eval-
uated to access the Black [s] Thunder
coal mine and the North Antelope coal
101 mine. Some of the unique things that
were (10] identified included impacts to
Thunder Basin (111 National Grassland
andalso to the numerous (121 ranchesand
ranchers located throughout the [13]
area,

(141 In conducting the analysis it was (15
determined that a number of envir-
onmental [16] resources would be sig-
nificantly impacted by (171 this project.
Not all of these resources (18] would be
significantly impacted by all 1191 com-
ponents of the project, but some portion
1201 of the project would have a sig-
nificant 1211 impact on these resources.

1221 Those resources that would be
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(1} significantly impacted included safe-
ty. That (2] pertains primarily to safety at
grade 3] crossings, highway rail grade
crossings, (41 geology and soils, pale-
ontological resources (5] or fossil re-
sources, water resources, (6] wetlands,
archeological and historic (7] resoutrces
or cultural resources, threatened [8] and
endangered species, land use, noise, air
191 quality, esthetics,socioeconomics and
(10] cumulative impacts associated with
this (111 projectas wellas other proposed
projects in [121 the area. In addition,
environmental justice [13] impacts.

(141 The final thing that the Draft (15]
Environmental Impact Statement did
was [16] discussed proposed mitigation
or potential (17] mitigation that could be
imposed by the Board 181 in order to
minimize the impacts of the [19] project
should it receive favorable approval. [20]
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In general these mitigation measures
were [21] applicable to all of the al-
ternatives that [221 were evaluated or
discussed in the DEIS.
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(1] Therefore, because they were some-
what general 2] in nature they could
probably best be [31 described as best
management practices. [4] Those are the
kinds of things that would be (51 similarto
use of silt fences or straw bales (6] to
control erosion.

(71 Also discussed were a number of [s]
mitigation measures that require coot-
dination (91 between DM&E and various
state, local and f10] federal agencies in
order for those entities [11] to negotiate
or develop plans or mitigation [12] meas-
ures that would address the concerns of
(13] those agencies as well as address
local and (141 other jurisdictional issues.
However, in (15] proposing these mit-
igation measures and [16] recognizing the
impacts of the project it was (171 dete-
rmined that a number of impacts would
be (18] difficult to effectively mitigate. So
an [19] important component of the
process that we [20] are in right now of
receiving comments on the [21] projectis
that we would like to hear your [22]
comments on what mitigation measures
you feel
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(11 could be effectively used to reduce or
(2] minimize the impacts of the potential
(3] alternatives.

41 Also included in the mitigation (5]
measutes was a discussion of negotiated
161 agreement. Those would be similar to
(71 coordination but would involve the (8]
development of plans or agreement
between [9] interested parties or groups,
other agencies, [10] communities with
the DM&E to address the [11) concerns of
those parties and communities. (12] The
mitigation discussed and laid out how
(131 these agreements needed to be
submitted to 114 the STB so that they
could be considered, and [15] a8 approp-
riate, imposed as conditions of any (16}
approval of the project.

1171 So with that I will close. I thank [18]
you for your attendance and thank you
for [(19] your comments.

120) MR. GARDINER: Okay. Just a quick
121] review. Three ways to provide com-
ment, Oral 221 comments today. Your
written comments today,
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i either by submitting a prepared
statement [2; that you have or by filling
out the sheet 3] that you received. Or
written commentsin (4] the mail. As Vicki
and Steve described, the (5] team will be
taking all of those comments, [6 re-
viewing them carefully and responding

to (71 the substantive comments as partof
the Final (8] EIS. So the Final EIS will
include the final (91 conclusions of public
comments and responses [10] to those
public comments and all of that will [11]
go before the Board as they make their
[12) decision.

[13] Specifically the things we are [14]
seeking comments on, the Draft EIS,
which 151 includes a couple of other
elements we have [16] not mentioned.
Programmatic agreement deals [17] with
Native American issues and the [1s]
biological assessment deals with threat-
ened 1191 and endangered species issues.
120} The Section 404 permit applications
121] that Tim talked about, we are seeking
your (221 comments on those, specifically
on impacts to :
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(1] waterways and wetlands. Third ele-
ment is the (21 proposed forest plan
amendments. Those deal 3] with pote-
ntial impacts to Forest Service [4] lands.
(51 This is the way we are going to [6]
operate this evening. We are first going
to [71 take federal and state elected
officials. We 8] have a list of people who
preregistered to 9] speak; as I said, it’s
about 80 people. [10] There are some of
youwho have signed up as (11} you came
inthe doorto speak. There are 112} others
who have already provided commentsat
(13] other meetings such as this who have
(14] expressed an interest in speaking.

151 To the extent we have time [16]
available we will get to those lists.Our [17]
most important objective is to hear from
(18] people who have not had a chance
yet to [191 provide comments. The
ground rules again for 120 those who
came in late. First, is honoring a [21) tithe
limitation. We seta time limit of [22] three
minutes. We have done that primarity
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(11 in fairness for people who are down
on the (21 list. Iwill be enforcing that time
limit.

131 Provide your name and affiliation, (4]
please, for the court reporter, if you are
(5] representing a group. That’s quite
helpful.(6) It'svery important that yoube
concise. [71 Three minutes is not very
much time; we (8] recognize that. Really
think about your key 9 points;. make
sure that you make those key [10] points
and submit the remainder in writing.

1111 With that, I will begin on the [12] list.
There are several elected officials (13
that are here. State Senator Scheevel
could n4 not be here for personal
reasons. However, [15]° State -Represe-
ntative Kuisle is here and State [i6]
Representative Bishop is here. Both of
them 117) have asked me to allow Walter
Mondale to 18] provide the initial com-

ments. So if Walter (191 Mondale is here, if
he can come up and (0] provide some
comments.

21 MR. MONDALE: Thank you for 22

allowing me to say a few words here and
thank
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(11 you for coming to Rochester to
personally (2) hear from the citizens and
to look at this (3] situation firsthand.Tam
from this region. (4] I grew up in several
large metropolitan areas (5] like Ceylon,
Aron Lake and Elmore. As I grew [sj up I
came to be astonished by the (71 mag-
nificence of the Mayo medical complex.
(81 Then during my years in the senate, [9]
when I served on both health sub-
committees, I [10) became increasingly
impressed by the national [11] reputation
that Mayo has maybe the best [12] center
of its kind in the world. Then when I (13]
was Ambassador to Japan, again, I heard
from [14] leading doctors in that region.
So what we [15] have here is an ex-
traordinary, special, [16] unique and I
believe the best medical center [17]inthe
world. There are many reasons for (18]
that. But one is that Rochester and this
[19] region is a wonderful place to live. It
has (201 repeatedly been rated asthe most
livable or (21 one of the most livable
communities in the [22] United States.
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111 When you come here, you can sit 2]
down,you can think, you can teach, you
can [3] practice medicine, you can do
research and (4] that’s what they have
done until now. They (5] are the best
there is.Jamafraid that if (6] this unit train
as designed comes through (71 this cityas
planned, it could disrupt and 8] endan-
gerthe magnificence of what we have (9]
created here. The reason it is so good is
(o] the best doctors and health pro-
fessionals in [11] the world decide upon
many, many great [12] options that they
really want to be in 13] Rochester. It’s
because of the quality of (14 medicine
and the quality of life and it’s [15] because
they can raise their children here (161and
feel good about it.

1171 This Board that has kindly come [18]
here to hear about this proposal has the
{191 power to ameliorate, to pick and
work on [20] alternatives. I am here to
personally say, 1 [21] am a public member
of the Mayo Board, but I [22) have beenin
love with Mayo since I have been
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111 a young boy.IThave come here todayto
say 121 please take a hard look at this,
because if 3 we damage this mag-
nificent health center, we [4] will have
hurt ourselves, we will have hurt [5) the
state and we have done damage to (6]
something very precious.to all of .us.
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Thank [71 you very much.

18 MR. KUISLE: Good evening. My name
(9] is Bill Kuisle, and I represent district
31A (o) in the Minnesota House of
Representatives.I 1) stand here tonight
wondering what I can say 12 aftera long
day that would make a difference [13]
here tonight. I can say at least I am [14]
somewhat confused in representing this
1151 district. We have community leaders
that say [16] no to increased freight trains
traveling (171 through the area, yet they
openly seek [18] freight to come into the
airport, that [19] eventually ends up in
trucks and then the 201 noise that goes
with it on the roads.

1211 They openly seek high speed rail to
1221 go through the countryside at 180
miles per
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1] hour, yet they complain about the
freight [2 train that will travel at 45 miles
per hour. 3] They talk about linking the
Rochester airport 4] with the Min-
neapolis airport with high speed (5] rail,
to bring more flights down here that (6]
will increase the noise over Rochester,
yet 71 they complain about the noise and
vibration 8 that a freight train will
create.

191 One only has to sit at my house and (10}
feel the windows shake as jets go
overhead to 1 feel the noise and
vibration from a jet is no [12j different
than to the residents of Olmsted 13]
Countythan that ofafreight train. Al T14)
can say is go figure.

1151 So when I can’t find out what the (16
leaders want I talk to the residents. The
1171 residents want answers. They dese-
tve (18] answers. They have a right to
know what the 191 effect of the freight
train will have on 120] their lives. They
deserve better than the [211 half truths
that they are receiving from the [22] city
and the railroad.They deserve to have
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111 their concerns addressed.

21 Now, for the bypass. We talk of 3]
social justice issues in Rochester along
the 41 presentalignment, yet trample the
rights of (51 the citizens who live outside
the city (61 boundaries. We ignore those
of German, [7] Norwegian and Irish
descent that have settled 18} in the area
along the proposed bypass. These 9] are
the same ones who have made the area
what 1101 it is. Now because of politically
(11} correctness we forget that they too
should 112 fit into the protected class.

131 The incomes of these people who 141
live along the proposed bypass is not
much 151 different than those who live
along the [16] proposed alighment —
excuse me — the 117] current alignment.
Socialjustice? Idon't (18] see any with the

proposed bypass. I 1191 presently re-

present both citizens along the [20]
present route and those along the pro-
posed (21] bypass. If you cannot address
the concerns (zz1of the citizensalong the
present route, you
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(11 have no business thinking you can
address the [21 same issues along the
proposed bypass route. 351 The bypass is
simply a desperate measure by 4] des-
perate leadersthatisabadidea. Thank (5]
you.

161 MR. BISHOP:I also want to thank (7]
you for the opportunity to speak toyou.I
(8] will follow up my comments with a
written (9] comment and ask that you
consider it later.

(10] I am David Bishop. I moved here 46
111] yeats ago, out of law school to began
112 practicing law.T have raised my family
here 113) until now. I, currently, and for
the last 18 (4] years have represented
part of Rochester in [15] the House of
Representatives in St. Paul.

116) What I have to say to you is that [17]
you have heard and are hearing a com-
pelling (18] testimony from many sides.
But, in my [19] judgment, as a practicing
lawyer,when we 120/ have casesthere are
always two sides. It [21) wouldn’t be tried
to the courts unless there [22] were both
sides.The jury and the judge have

Page 230

1] to assess which is the motre per-
suasive.

12) What I suggest to you is that [3)anyone
reading,and Ibelieve thatyour 41 people
reading and listening to the tape, (51 will
find a compelling record reaching the (6]
conclusion that this is truly a unique (7]
community.I listened to Steve Thornhill
and (8] showed him, pointing up on the
Board the 9 unique characteristics of
the South Dakota (10] communities. Uni-
quenessis something that (111 you will be
looking at; to what extent is [12] this
community unique.

(131Mayo Clinichas beendesctibed to [14]
you as the CEO, Dr. Hugh Smith, and by
others [15] on the Board of trustees. I
don’t need to [16] repeat any of it. But I
have been in the 1171 hospital myself in
the last year, and I know [181 how
desperately the patients that are in the
1191 hospital need sleep and they do not
need [20] disturbances. They do not need
15 horns [211 going through 15 in-
tersections three or four [22] times a

night.
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111 You must consider the proximity of [2]
the development of the Mayo buildings.
If (3] you can, before you leave just drive
down (41 through the Mayo complexand
see the extent (5] of what’s going on. My

next point is not 6) only is it unique, but
the total [71 envitonmental impact when
you are looking at [8] environmental
impact, you must include all (91 human
impacts. What about the schools, how
110] many times will there be jeopardy.
One of my [11] earliest cases was the
death ofa school (121 teacherkilled at the
crossing at 11th Avenue 13} Northwest
when Chicago Northwestern didn’t [14]
have any gates.Now theyhave gates,but
115] that teacher has never been back.

116} The schools are important. The [17]
elderly are important in their high-rises.
18] The economic injustice was just
mentioned. 91 Economicinjustice to the
people who have 201 developed here,
billions of dollars in the [211 Mayo in-
vestment, and growing all time. The {221
sociological intetference with all these
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11] things.
2] T would finally say to you that @3
railroads in the 19th Century were a
priority 4 for our culture. We have
despetately needed (51 them, we have
used them for two centuries. (6] We are
now in the 21st Century. Truly what (7]
we have advanced is to recognize the (8]
environment, the total environment, the
human [9] environment. It is also air and
water and 1101 the forests and the use of
our lands. Those [11] are all part of the
environment.
1121 But basically if you prioritize it, 13]
human safety and human economic
justice and (141 human rights and feelings
are the kinds of (151 things of people that
are going to be 16 impacted really make
up the dominant force of 1171 the en-
vironment.I know you will attend to (18]
that and consider it.

ne) Finally, we have, Mr. Kuisle T [20]
believe will join, I can’t remember, but I
i211 know that Senator Kiscaden, Re-
presentative [22] Bradley, all asked form-
ally for an extension
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111 of 90 days for us to give — to take into
(21 account and write comments out and
to just 31 respond to the incredible
breadth of your 14} draft statement. The
incredible breadth that [51 you have
already put together requires us to [6}
have the same kind of depth and reply.So
we [7] ask for another 90 days.

18] Finally, I will tell Vicki Rutson [91 in
particular that the standards that we
were [10] asked, is this railroad financially
fit for 111 the project.I seriously doubt it.
I have [12] had a lot of experience with
my own finances. [13] I am chair of the
Ways and Means Committee [14] for this
whole state in the House of [i5] Re-
presentatives.I expect to continue.I [i6]
have tried repeatedly asking member (17]
representatives of this railroad before
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my [18] own committees and asking the
president of [19] the railroad to respond
and to discuss [20] matters with me, and
they would not.

(211 I have been advised by members of
(22) the administration, Ventura Ad-
ministration,
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(1] that they have also asked the same
kindsof (21 questionsand we can’t get the
information we (3} need. I think that’s a
shortfall to this (4 railroad. They haven’t
proven that they are 5] financially fit to
handle this kind of (6] project. Is there a
public interest, is [7] there a public need
for it. Not at all in (8] comparison to the
need for quiet so patients [9] can have
their sleep they need and for 0] con-
tinnance of this unique medical com-
plex.

(111 Deny this application. Let them [12]
find a way to get the coal from Powder
River 1131 Basin on the existing lines.
There is no 1141 compelling public in-
terestand public need [15) for it. Theyare
not financially fit. Do (16] the right thing
for total environmental [17] impacts and
deny it and recognize that this s
community will be totally bisected. We
will 1191 have two Twin Cities in the State
of [20) Minnesota if you grant this pet-
ition.

1211 MR. GARDINER: That concludes the
[22] state and federal elected officials that
I
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111 have on my list.

12 MS. ENTRIKIN: My name is Gail (3]
Entrikin. T am coordinator for the 4
Southeastern Minnesota Coal Train Coal-
ition. 5} This is a group of various groups
from (6] neighborhoods and from en-
vironmental groups [71 and other in-
terested citizens. Tonight we [8) are going
to barely finish what time there is (9 on
two concerns that we have about the
Draft 110] Environmental Impact Statem-
ent.

(111 The first is its adequacy. The (12
members of our group worked really
hard to (131 understand the NEPA pro-
cess.But as we began (14] to understand it
we expected that the Draft (15] EIS was to
be specific and it was to [16] accurately
describe the environmental impacts [17]
and the preferred alternatives. Instead,
we [18] have found a lot of omissions.Just
one [19] example, in discussing the east
terminal at [20] Lewiston we find no
mention of the (211 precautions which
must be takenin a yard of 122) this size and
weight related to karst geology
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(11 which is there.
21 We can’t be sure that this is [3)

discussed somewhere in the document
because 4 it is unindexed and we
haven’t been able to (51 find every
reference to LewistonI amsure. s But in
reading about the yard we don’t find [7]
any place any mention of the fact of the
18] troubles that Lewiston has had with
karst 91 geology, such as the loss of seven
million 110] gallons of partially treated
sewage in [11] February of 1991.
nz1Anotherinstance, this summerwe [13;
read in a number of newspapers stories
about 14 the PRB mines announcing
production cutbacks. (151 We don’t find
any comments about the impact [16] of
these announcements. How that will
affect 171 DM&E’s competition with two
large catriers (18] that are already there.
(1191 Another instance, in volume [20] one,
3.2,page 110to 113, which is entitled (21]
Further National Policies, half of the
cites [22] which are given related to the
information :
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1] there come from Edison Electric
Institute. [2) That’s a utility advocacy
group.We want to (3] know where some
of the other groups that are (4] informed
about energy and about national [s]
energy policyareinthis discussion. They
[61 are not cited and their positions are
not {7) given.

8] In the same Section regarding coal [9]
pollutants, only sulphur is mentioned.
‘What [10) will be the impacts of PRB coal
on nitrous [11] oxides, mercury and
carbon dioxide levels. 12 In discussing
scrubbers,which isagain in [13] that same
Section about — they are noted [14] that
they are very expensive alternatives. [15]
However, you neglect to mention that
the cost [16] of the alternative to the
scrubber, while not [17] as expensive to
the utility, is very (18] expensive to those
of us who are along the [19] line and will
have various mitigation impacts[20] to
pay for.

1211 Another omission in the Draft is [22)
Mississippi River impacts. Obviously you
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11} deliberately eliminated that earlier.
But an (21 Edison Utilities executive
recently commented 31 that he was
looking forward to barge traffic 4] to the
Mississippi utilities. :

(51 Finally,instead of stating a [6] preferred
route in Olmsted County you have (7]
decided regarding the proposed bypass
to 8] continue the scoping process. You
are {9 accurately describing the impacts
and we [10] don’t like them at either
place. We support [11] a no build option
and wish that you would 112 pursue the
alternatives listed through the (13] Fede-
ral Rehabilitation and Financing Act and
(141 other private and public possibilities
of [15] replacing the needed — or con-

tinuing the [16) needed agriculture and
small business 17 setvices. Thank you
very much, : :
(18] MR. SCHMITZ: Good evening. My [19]
name is Raymond Schmitz. T am the

Olmsted 1201 County Attorney. I have a

few comments which 1211 will later be
supplemented by later written [22] sub-
missions. The applicant has supported
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(1] their position by the need to fund an
upgrade (21 of the existing line. In the
recordI can 3] find no evidence,and you
have not explored (4] any other options
for such funding,

(s1 For example, the 3.5 billion [¢; dollars
that are available in subsidized [7] loans
under the Railroad Rehabilitation and (s
Improvement Financing Program. Sec-
ondly, in 9] the DEIS you provided no
monitoring authority 110] to supervise
the multiple construction 11) projects
involved, and no other agency can [12]
exert such control because of your [13]
pre-emption. Even with the best of [14]
intentions major damage to the en-
vironment [15] could occur without close
control of this [16] project.

(17] Third, the applicant asserts the [1s]
addition of a third competitor into the
1191 Powder River basin is in the nation’s
(20] interest. A study by North Dakota
State [21) University, Upper Great Plains
Transportation [22) Institute done for the
Federal Railroad
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(11 Administration, a part of the U.S.
Department (21 of Transportation, con-
cludes that class I (31 railroads are a
natural monopoly and that one {4 line
serving a market is better than (51 dup-
licate lines. The author states, and I [g]
quote, “all of these findings suggest that
it (71 may be more beneficial to address
rate and i8] service problems in the rail
industry through 91 policy that stren-
gthen regulatory oversight [10] rather
than through policies of introducing [11]
or maintaining competition.”

(121 Fourth, the DEIS suggests that many
[13] issues be resolved through con-
formance with (141 state or local laws.
Your pre-emption of [is] state laws has

been interpreted to preclude a 6] per -

mit process in the states. Minnesota is a
[17] permit state. We do not have specific
laws 18] covering many of the issues that
you suggest [19] be resolved by that
process. You need to 120 examine state
controls if this is the process 121] that you
are requiring.

122] Fifth, the comment period is
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(11 entirely too short. The DEIS does not
{21 propose alternatives for most of the
major 3] problems, leaving to the affec-
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ted communities 4] the development of
mitigation and solutions. ;51 This by itself
is sufficient reason for an 6] extended
delay, but the DEIS is also woefully [7]
inadequate.

81 Sixth, you have declined to make 9]
available comments on the DEIS during
the 0] process. I would urge you to
reconsider this (1) and use the docket
system to allow us to see [12] the com-
ments without going to your offices. [13]
The DM&E willsee them. The publicwill
not. (14] This I would suggest is entirely
inequitable [15] and unfair.

6] MR. HUGHES: Hello. My name is [17]
John Hughes.Iam here as a concerned
118] citizen from Rochester.Iam going to
speak [19] specifically about the pro-
posed bypass route. 20] There are many
impediments to the [21] constructionof a
railroad line as concerns [22] this bypass
route.
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111 First, the general topography. The (2]
Rochester consultant’s report outlines
131 several cuts of 20 feet, onhe at 32 feet
and 4] fill heights up to 43 feet. There
would be (51 very significant soil dis-
ruption from the cut [¢) and fill, leaving
open wounds on the land. (71 There
would be an immediate need to mitigate
i8] wetland impacts. Wetlands are our
nature’s 9] filtering system and we rely
upon this [10] natural process for our
drinking water. )
111 There is a bird called the 1121 log-
gerhead shrike that is on the threatened
[13] species list,and it has been observed
in (14} Section 6 of Salem Township,and
this (151 proposed bypass bisects that
Section. Then [16] in Section 19 of Salem
Township we have very [17] many feat-
ures. The most important of which (18] is
the Salem Creek ravine, which is about
90 191 feet deep. The ravine exposed
rock walls. [20] Extensive amounts of fill
would be required 211 before an actual
bridge and trellis could be 221 con-
structed. In fact, the consultant’s
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i reportstatesthe Salem Creek bridge is
121 about 250 feet in length and yet the
ravine [3] over 1200 feet actoss. So that
would require (4 almost 1,000 linear feet
of towering fill.

(51 The side slopes alone would fill a (6]
significant amount of the ravine and
change [7] its character forever. Holding
so much fill 8 in place would be a
challenge, and erosion 9] would likely
occur.The otherwise clean [10] waters of
Salem Creek would be muddied and 113
silt deposit would fill inand alter habitats
(12] for miles downstream.

(131 Other numbers from the Rochester
[14] engineering report simply don’t

make sense. (15 There is a distance of 94
feet between [16] existing elevation and
design elevation for [17] the Salem Creek
bridge, yet the bridge runs 18] only 28
feet above the creek bed, according (19
to the numbers in the report.

(20] The coal trains approaching the [21]
bridge will be braking upon the
approach and [22) will put tremendous
strain on the tracks and
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(11 structures supporting the bridge. This
[2) comment is aimed at, this bridge will
notbe 131 something that is cookie cutter.
It's going 141 to require detailed site
specific (51 engineering. You cannot
apply general [6] material cost estimates
to the situation and [71 expect a re-
asonable figure. The TKDA (s8] consultant
report fails to provide a [9) reasonable
estimate for this cost. So this [10] cost is
just a huge question mark.
(111 Section 19 is also home to rare [12]
species and plant communities. Con-
struction (13] and fill would alter and
adversely impact 114] these natural areas.
Also Section 19 (151 contains a con-
centration of sinkholes and [i6) karst
topography. Sinkholes can open up (17
anywhere in Olmsted County. However,
(18] evidence of their formation is high in
the [19] Section 19 area. In contrast, the
existing [20] rail corridor passes over
areas of low or low (211 to moderate
probabilities of sinkholes over (221 the
entire length in Olmsted County.
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(11 If I may, one more sentence. As a [2]
Rochesterand Olmsted County taxpayer
I 131 cannot endorse the use of public
funds to (4] inflict damage upon the few
remaining natural (5] areas in the county.
Thank you very much.

61 MR. LaPLANTE: My name is Michael
(7] LaPlante. I am president of the East
Side 81 Pioneers Neighborhood As-
sociation. We are [9) located on Ro-
chester’s east side next to [10] down-
town. We represent approximately 1600
(11} residents. We are in an economically
diverse [12] neighborhood whose older
affordable homes are [13] ideal for first
time home buyers and those [141 with
lower income levels.

1151 Our neighborhood is home to-a [16]
number of elderly retired people as well
as 1171 beginning families, single-parent
families, (18] minorities, muitiple-job
working class [19] families and the dis-
abled. Current school [20] enrollment
statistics on students and their (21] fam-
ilies within 400 feet of the track in our [22)
neighborhood reveals a significant
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1] environmental justice area with a
numberat 2] or below poverty level. Just

one area along 3] the south corridor,
along south of the DM&E 4] Railroad
corridor, and since it’s track 2, |5] reveals
53 percent of the students in block 2 (6]
were eligible for free and reduced price
71 lunch. Twice the poverty level.

181 We have invested a great deal of [9]
time, money, hopesand dreamsin homes
and [10) property. Recent crime and
overdevelopment [11] negatively im-
pacting these investments were [12] met
with a collaborative effort between [13)
determined neighbors and churches, as
well as [14] local government service
agencies to make our [15] neighborhood
safe and attractive place to [16] live once
again.

1171 Now, after all our efforts, the (18]
DM&E’s dream of a coal pipeline from
Wyoming [19] to Minnesota will rip a
gaping hole through [20] the heart of our
neighborhood association, [211 tor-
pedoing our hopesand dreams as wellas
(22} all that we have struggled physically
and
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11 financially to accomplish.
12) Moreover, neighbors’ hopes have [3)
turned to anger and resentment as it
becomes (4 evident that a number of
impacts in the DEIS 51 seem to be
rationalized away by a distant (6] gov-
ernmental agency hellbent on pro-
motingthe 71DM&E coaltrain.The STB’s
acknowledgement [g] in the DEIS of
impacts on neighborhoods (91 including
property devaluation fade to inane rio0]
suggestions.Neighbors were insulted by
the (111 STB’s cavalier suggestion that
construction [12) workers may buy hous-
ing or seek temporary [13] lodging in
neighborhoods close to the new [i4]
DM&E corridor as a possible solution to
1151 depressed property values.

116] Mitigated solutions in this 1171 doc-
ument are minimal and feeble at best. It
(18] is the profound hope of this neig-
hborhood 191 association that the Sur-
face Transportation (201 Board rewrite
the DEIS, transforming it from [21] just
another economic impact statement to
an (22) Environmental Impact Statement
with real
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(1] considerations and solutions to all [2}
alternatives, including the no build.

31 MS. KING: Kathy King, farmer in (4
Rock Dell Township. President of Cit-
izens [5] Against the Rochester Bypass.
City officials 61 of Rochester and re-
presentatives of Mayo 7] Clinic and the
hotel industry expressed their [8] con-
cerns no one will choose Rochester for
19] medical care if the DM&E upgrade is
approved. (10 However, in the words of
the Mayo Foundation [11) Department of
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Development’s own letter, what (12]
brings you to the Mayo Clinic, “a young
man [13)inneed of medical care,” quote,
look fora 141 doctorwho had expertise.”
This search 1151 brought him to Mayo
Clinic. Nowhere in (16] Mayo’s own letter
did the young man askif [171the cityhada
railroad that hauled coal. In (18] fact, in
Lake City, Minnesota, Mayo Clinic [19]
built a new clinic and nursing home (201
approximately 500 feet from a busy rail
(21] track. Are Lake City patients and
elderly (22 less important?

Page 249

111 Rochester city officials and Mayo 2]
representatives are justly proud of their
13] city’s expansion. However, Rochester
city 4} officials and Mayo Clinic also
loudly decry (s the country’s use of coal
energy. Growth I6] requires energy. Ro-
chester gobbles up 71 approximately 84
percent of the energy used (8] in Olmsted
County. Rochester city is powered (9]
nearly one hundred percent by coal
energy. (10] Coal energy fuels 56 percent
of U.S. energy [11] needs. Internet has
increased energy (121 needs 10 percent.
When the City of Rochester [13] puts
solar panels on the roof of the [14]
government center and Mayo Clinic
builds a [15] wind farm, then we in the
ruralarea will [16] believe they care about
alternatives to coal [17) energy and less
about their bottom line.

1281 The proposed bypass routes put {19]
forward by Rochester and Mayo Clinic
have (200 impacted people’s lives and
decisions over (21] the last few years,and
if successful will [22) have serious future
impacts. Parishioners of
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(1] Holy Redeemer Church in Eyota face
121 desecration of their turn-of-the-cen-
tury (3] cemetery because the bypass
route cuts into [4) the cemetery.

{51 What happens to graves of family 6]
members of Holy Redeemer Church
parishioners. (7] At the same time graves
are being disturbed (8] in Holy Redeemer
cemetery, Rochester mourners [9) may
have to wait two minutes to enterthe [10]
gate at Oakwood cemetery.

1111 Rochester gets its water from [12]
aquifers along the bypass route, which
are (13] highly seusitive to surface water
pollution. (141 We have a map that ex-
plains that. Yet its 15) bypass cuts 30 or
more feet deep through the [16] soil and

into the bedrock over these (17] aquifers.

These are open wounds which will [18]
infect your water supply.

[19)Then Cindyand Lorenand Loren’s (20}
dad John had planned to drill a well for
{211 their new home on pristine prairie
land in (22] the Salem Township the day
after Rochester
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111 proposed the TKDA bypass. Loren’s
family (2] chose to wait to build. Howe-
ver, Mayo Clinic 31 and Rochester buil-
ders kept trucking along. 41 Mayo added
to Charter House and continued its [s)
expansion north directly towards the
current (6] DM&E tracks. Rochester built
Riverview Plaza 71 and now complains
that more people live along [8) the rail
line. Both Mayo and Rochester 9] con-
tinue to build after the fact of the DM&E
110) expansion request was known.
(111 People make choices. Cities make [12]
choices. Businesses make choices. We
need a [13] decision based on law, not
politics.We need 14) a decision based on
truth and fact. We need [15) a decision
with no extensions beyond [16] January
5th, 2001.

171 MR. HAZELTON: Okay. My name is
(18] Ted Hazelton,and 1live in Minnesota
City. 119) That’s about 40 miles down the
track at DM&E 1o} mile marker 4.9.
DM&E is in my back yard. (21 Personally I
really don’t see any problem [22) with
theminmybackyard. The DM&E started
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(11 out as the Winona and St. Peter
Railroad. (21 It’s been around since the
1870s.
31 Rochester choseto buildnextto (4] the
tracks.Rochester was not there before [5)
the railroad. In fact, here’s an excerpt (6]
from an article. The City of Rochester
was [7] eager to have the road pushed
through their (8] town and offered a
bonus of $30,000. For a (9] while the
company seemed likely to build to [10]
Rochester.In fact the Rochester Post, in
an 1) article dated February 7th, 1890,
said there [12) is very little opposition to
Winona,or in [13] Winona,to the building
of the road to 1141 Rochester.
151 Now, $30,000 in 1890 is an [16]
equivalent of over 300,000 today. Why is
it {17; that Rochester ahundred yearsago
wanted the [18) railroad to come into
town, offered them 19] bonuses to come
to town, but now they want [20] them out
of the town. This Rochester bypass [21]is
just a big — for lack of a better [22
expression, a waste of time, energy and
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(11 money. The railroad was there first.
The (2] railroad should prevail. Also in
here, I 31 believe the EIS statement
makes up several (4 recommendations.I
believe they have studied {51the areaand
made definite attempts to work [6] it out.

i7) Then as far as safety goes, you [s]
always hear about people complaining
oh,we [91are goingto have to waitforthe
train, (10} there are going to be 34 trainsa
day and all [11] this. It seems funny that
the train count (121 keeps going upand up

and up. At 100 million (13} tons a year,
which the DM&E won'’t be hauling [14]
until 10 yearsfrom now,equates to 25 [15]
trains, not thirty some odd trains.

(161 Look at it this way, if the tracks [17] are
upgraded through Rochester, the aver-
age (18] wait would be about two min-
utes.Any [191stoplight in Rochester holds
up traffic [20] for 12 hours, by a red light.
SoIdon't see [21) what the big complaint
is.Isupportthe (221 DM&E.Thope thatthe
STB allows it to
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(1] proceed.Thank you.
121 MR. OUILLETTE. Good evening. My [3]
name is Peter Ouillette.Iam a resident of
41 Rochester. Locally employed. I come
here as (51 a concerned citizen. The
purpose of the (6] Environmental Impact
Statement is to inform (71 you or the STB
of what impacts this decision (8] may
have. As a citizen of Rochester, I have (9]
been encouraged in countless instances
(10] through the media to help stop the
coal {111 trains, I have been bombarded
with negative 12} statements from con-
cerned groups and local [13] government
officials warning me that 114} Rochester
faces something that will, I am f15; told,
devastate our community.
(16] But tonight I wish to tell you that (1711
will not encourage the STB to stop the
coal [18] trains. First, in my opinion the
negative [19] statements are often over-
blown and 20; underinformed rather
than factual.Ivery [21] ﬁrmlytellyou that
I do not believe them.

1221 Second, the fact is that the DEIS
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111 discusses plausible means of mitig-
ating (21 DM&E's impact on Rochester
without requiring 31 the use of an
expensive and detrimental 4 bypass
around the city.

is1 Third, the positive economic [¢] im-
pacts clearly identifiable for many of the
(71 communities served by DM&E place
the project [8] in the public need.

191 Fourth, it is in the public [10] interest
that rail freight transportation [11] remain
viable, vibrant and useful. It saves [12] our
highways from unnecessary wear from
(131 increased truck traffic, and saves our
[14] environment for the same reason.
Balanced [15] against this in the City of
Rochester’s case [16] are citizens who
face possible devaluing of (171 their
property. Their legitimate needs [18]
should be addressed, but not, I repeat,
not (191 ‘at the cost of stopping this
project, which (20 hurts a Jarge number
of farmers, railroad (211 workers and
communities.

122] In an informal and unofficial way I
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111 represent the silent segment of Ro-
chester’s [2 citizens. I represent the
people of 31 Rochester who are notkept
awake at night by [4 trains, whose
property values are in no way (5] threat-
ened and who do not have to cross main
(6] line train tracks at grade to get to
work.

171 However, if a bypass around (8] Ro-
chester is required to be built, and if the
191 city is required to pay for a portion of
it, (101 then I and the many other people
of Rochester [11]like me will have to help
pay for it with our [12] tax dollars. I also
remind the STB that only 113} one action
alternative in the DEIS for (14 Rochester
keeps trains completely out of the [is5]
city. Even if the bypass is built and no 11¢]
coal trains come through town, Ro-
chester 171 citizens will still have to
contend with slow 18] local freight trains
on unsafe, beat up track [19) that are just
as likely to block an ambulance (20 as a
coal train.

121] I am very angry at being told ad [22]
nauseam what a disaster this railroad
project
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111 will be to our town. I do not believe
this [2] at all. We need coal for energy. We
need i3] railroads for transportation. The
midwest (4] needs DM&E.Thank you.

151 MR. ERICKSON: Good evening. My [6]
name is Norm Erickson. I live here in (7]
Rochester.I come as a private citizen.] i)
have three brief comments. About 35
percent (9] additional new rail will be
added to the [10] existing bypass sitings
bringing the real new [11] construction
something closer to 500 miles. (12; I have
been unable to find a location of any [13)
of the bypass sidings in the book of map,
(14] volume 5. You can be certain that
DM&E knows (151 where they will be
added and where there will 16 be
double tracks.

(171 This is a great example of the DM&E
(18] nondisclosure practices that have
been [(19] confronting us. A DEIS absent
the full (20] disclosure of projects details
needed by [211 reviewers to informed
comments is an [22] incomplete DEIS. It
makes a mockery of the
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(1] review process.It’s a betrayal of the 2]
public trust.

131 Secondly, it’s a stretch I think to 4
suggest that the primary potential [5)
environmental benefit of this project is
that () DM&E’s existing system in Min-
nesota and South (77 Dakota which
currently is in generally poor (8] con-
dition would be totally upgraded to
allow (9] the operation of unit coal trains,
thus (101 enhancing the safety of DM&E'’s
existing rail (11] operations.

(12] This project is about money. Not [13)
the environment, Increasing rail traffic
by 141 over 12 times and the tonnage by
far more [i5] entails an enormous in-
crease in energy use {16] with an attend-
ant increase in harmful diesel (17 par-
ticulates and other emissions, excessive
118] noise, psychological stress, vibration,
[19] property devaluations and increased
traffic [20] hazards all along the lines.
There are no [211 net environmental
benefits from the new line [22] into the
PRB.Iam sure many other readers
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(11 also resent the STB cheerleading for
DM&E in [2] this document.

31 Third, the chair of the [4 inter-
governmental panelin climate change (5]
announced that global warming is
accelerating 6] and mitigation is bec-
oming more urgent. We {71 can see the
climate change in Minnesota. 8] Four or
five decades ago you could grow up (9}
here and never see an opossum unless it
was {10] in a book or in a zoo. Now there
are more [11] dead opossums and dead
cats on the road.

1121 Is it in our national or global [13] long-
term interest to haul more coal to what
[14] will certainty be our dirtiest and least
[15] efficient generating plants. Why
approve the [16] spending of billions of
dollars to enable the (171 hauling of a
mercury and carbon dioxide 18] spew-
ing product that’s very likely to be 19
taxed heavily to reduce usage within a
201 decade. The DM&E can choose to
upgrade their [21] line without extending
it into Wyoming, [22) Thanks.

Page 260

1) MR. SIMON: Thank you. I am [z
Ellsworth Simon, a farmer in Lewiston, (3
about 30 miles east of here. My dad
bought a (4 farm one mile west of
Lewiston, and it's [5] right on the High-
way 14. The DM&E Railroad (6] is right
next to it. So T have had a 7] lifetime of
dealing with both, Highway 14 as (8] a
major highway and the DM&E Railroad,
all my (9] life.

11011 go across the DM&E every single [11]
dayseveral times.Or my son who liveson
[12) the place now. They talk about the
noise and [13] holler. All these years we
never had any [14] trouble sleeping, and
my bedroom window is (151 about 50 feet
from the highway and the DM&E (16} is
right across it.

1171 As a kid, the 400 railroad train [s]
went 60 miles an hour through this area,
and [19] there were no accidents from
that. The [20] factor is now we consider
the traffic and the (21 coal trains, my
main concern is the grain 221 which is
being carried, and we have got to
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111 get this grain out of thisarea.Iam15 (2]
miles from Winona, at the end of this
line, 31 and this is the number one
concern to our [4] area.

51 The Environmental Protection Ag-
ency (6] has required these power plants
to change to (7] the low sulphur coal.
That we use a great (8] deal of electricity
in our business.All my [9] neighborsuse a
great deal of electricity.

(10] They talk about the traffic.I 111 know
the traffic that is going by the DM&E [12)
with this railroad, but my main concern
is [13] safety because there are thousands
of trucks [14] go by miy place every single
day.It’s not (15] unusual for me to wait for
four, six, eight [16) of these trucksto go by
so I cangeton 71 Highway 14. These are
not going at 30 miles [18] an hour. The
sign says 55 right next to my [19] drive-
‘way, and most of them are doing that or
120) better.

213 That we have got to move this [22)
grain. We have got to have the energy. I
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11 know that bypasses do not work
because Winona 2 put Highway 61 asa
bypass around Winona, and [3] this is a
state and federal supported (4] highway.
Today most of Winona’s commercial 5]
business is most right along the bypass.
So 61 Rochester will go right — build
right around (7) this. They have got the
infrastructure set. 8] So let’s leave the
railroad right where it [91is.Upgrade it so
that we can have good [10] faith trans-
portation for our area. Thank [11} you.

121 MR. ROBERTS:I am not Sol Simon,
113] but Iam standing in for him. He is not
here 114 this evening. He had to be with
his family. 115 My name is Thad Roberts.I
amrepresenting {16] the MississippiRiver
Revival, which Sol (177 Simon is the
executive director.Solasked 18)me here
tonight to fill in for him, as I [19; said. I
wantto say'm notagainst the (20 rail. But
I would like it to be done well, [21] if —
I'msorry,Iam notvery prepared here (22]
tonight. I have just been called in.
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11 I just want to say I was born in 2]
another country. I was born in Wales.
The 3] train, everything in our town, in
our little (4] town came in on the train.
‘When you crossed [5] the area where the
train went by there wasa ¢ gate,and that
stopped people from crossing. 71 There
was no way of getting around that gate.
(81 This is my concern.Ilive in {91 Winona,
next to where this man that just (10
spoke next to me. My greatest concernis
(117 safety of humans. I have lived in
Winona 12} for 10 years, and there has
been one traffic (13] accident per year.
Now, in this report they [14] predict that
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there will be one accident I [15] believe
every three years, if this train goes [16]
through, it's another 32 trains come
through.

[17] Well, if there are 32 more trains [18]
going through I think there’s going to be
[19] more than one accident in the next
three [20] years. You can’t do this kind of
thing right (211 unless you put a barrier
across that road to [22] stop people from
driving. Students, nurses,
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1] factory workers, farmers, whoever
they might 121 be, they need to get to
work.In Winona 3] right now we have I
believe 20 trains going (41 through.To put
another possible 25 to 32 [s] trains,
people will try and get around them.
(61 What about dividing the town in [7]
two. Most of the — trains will go down
the (8] whole length of Winona. Most of

the houses [91 next to the tracks are

unprotected by (101 fencing. There are
families that live in (1) those houses and
they are totally [12] unprotected.

113) So I guess my greatest feeling [14]
about this thing is the safety of people.If
(151 you want to do this and do it well,you
have 16} to put a barrier across that road
or peaple (177 will try to get around it.
Thank you.

(181 MR. PETERSON:I am Roger Petet-
son. (191 I am the chief of police for the
Cityof (20 Rochester. Iwill be addressing
the Draft 211 Environmental Impact
Statement specifically [22] as it relates to
emergency vehicle response
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(1and public safety issues. Time is brief.I
2] am going to be a little blunt. The
impact ) statement in this regard is
based on series (4] of false assumptions
and disregardsthe (5] reality of the public
safety issues in our [6) community. While
the report acknowledges (7] that where,
when and what the emergency is 8]
cannot be predicted, it utilizes only
studies ] of medical emergencies to
determine the (0] impact of the pro-
posedrail line to emergency 1 services.

(12] Medical emergencies are only a [13]
small part of the calls we respond to. [14]
Assaults in progress, domestics, rob-
beries [15] and other crimes that have a
high potential (16) of personal harm make
up a very substantial [17) part of our
emergencyvehicle response. We [18] like
to get to these calls before they become
{191 medical emergencies. Therefore the
201 assumption that only “five to 10
percent” of [21] emergency calls as quot-
ed in this statement (22 are actually life
threatening is based on a
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(1] false assumption.I can assure you the
need 121 for immediate police service

extends far 3] beyond medical emer-
gencies.

41 However, even if we accept the [5]
medical emergency definition supplied
by the (6] report, it is extremely dis-
appointing to find 7] that the conclu-
sions reached are based on 18) reports
that are 25 years old. To suggest 9] that
police response and technology has [10]
remained static for that 25 years isn’t just
[11] a false assumption, that’s a ludicrous
(12] assumption. Advances in technology
have made 113) us extremely effective in
responding to [14] medical emergencies.
You have already heard 1151 from Dr.
Gibbons of the Mayo Clinic in that [16]
regard. '

171 Suffice it to say, an immediate (18
medical emergency response is critical
to 119 saving the victims, especially of
heart (20] attacks in our community,
utilizing [21] defibrillator technology

available in [221 emergency response

vehicles. Immediate does
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11 not mean 15 minutes or the 30
minutes [2] indicated in the impact
statement. We have 3] four. If we get
there within that time we 4 provide
citizens of this community with the (5]
highest survival rate for heart attack (6]
victims in the country. If we don’t, they
(71 don’t survive. It’s that simple. If we (8]
spend that time waiting fortrains, they 9]
don’t survive.,

110] The statement indicates that the 11
problem with emergency response can
be 112) mitigated by utilizing such me-
thods as using [13] the oncoming traffic
lane while waiting fora [14] trainto cleara
crossing, then crossing (151 ahead of
other vehicles after the train [16] passes.
The suggestion that emergency 171 veh-
iclesignore state laws and proceed in [18]
such a dangerous manner is something
the [19) federal agency just shouldn’t be
suggesting. )

201 Other suggestions that faster [21)
trains will require emergencyvehiclesto
[22] arrive at open crossings quickly is
pretty
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[11 obvious, but it suggests that we as
emergency [2] responders race trains to
crossings, the very 13) behavior we try to
discourage in motorists [4] because it is
so dangerous. That’s just not [5] accept-
able.
61 The impact statement goes on to [7]
suggest that the issue of public safety [8]
response is mitigated by the proposed
speed (9] of the trains. While the trains
willbe much [10] more frequent, theywill
be moving much 11} faster so they will
block the streets for a [12] shorter period
of time. ~

(131 The fact is, we are told that the 14
train safety issue is not an issue. It is [15]
below the criteria for significance. I
would (161 suggest to you that with
quadruplingthe [17] number of trains and
quadrupling their speed 18] through the
downtown of the city is not below 9]
the criteria of significance. It is far [20]
above that.

1211 You have already heard about the [22]
Mayo Clinic. You have already heard
about
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111 our inability to evacuate people from
there 21inthe eventof atrainincident.In
that 3] regard trains are not like trucks.I
would 4] ‘ask you to consider public
safety in your [s] response to that pro-
posal. Thank you.

(61 MR. WILSON: Thank you and good 71
evening and welcome to Olmsted Coun-
ty. The (81 county which has by con-
sensus .unanimously 51 opposed the
project and has asked by (101 resolution
for an extension of time.I hope [11) that
my brief remarks and my written com-
ments [12] that I will give to you partially
will help (13) support that position.

(141 After nearly two-and-a-half years [15]
ofbeing involvedin this processithas (16]
become increasing clear to me that this
[171process which is going on has nothad
the 18] leadership from the federal folks
and has (191 been abdication on many
issuesand it would [20] be very justifiable
for you to deny this 121 application.

1221 Communities through appeasement
and
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[1] getting the best deal you ‘can are left
on (2] their own by indications that the
STB does 3] not wish to impose mit-
igation and prefers [4] negotiated solu-
tions.Itis nearly [s1impossible foranyone
to negotiate when there [¢] is no bottom
line,orthe bottom line is so [7) minimal so
as to be hardly worth it.

@8] As the appropriately designated (1
authority, it is your responsibility to [10]
determine what is expected and by
coming out {11] and saying what is
expected and stating what (12) mitigation
measures are essential to insure [13] the
applicant’s commitment rather than [14]
reliance on consultation or the goodwill
of (15] the applicant to consider.

(161 The contrast between economic
costs [17] and benefits are essential to the
validity of (18] this project that interplay
with the (191 environmental impacts.
Consider the [20] following observations
for Olmsted County. (211 There are two
kinds of jobs that will be (221 created
potentially about this project, the
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(1) railroad jobsand the spinoffinto the (2]
communities. These folks will pay in-
come [3] taxes, buy homes and pay
property taxes and [4 sales taxes. The
DEISalso pointsto (5]additional property
taxes the county or city [6] will receive
resulting from railtoad [71 recon-
struction. Approximately 1.2 million.

181 The STB claims that increased tax 9]
revenue should easily offset any finan-
cial [10] burden the project may cause
counties. If (117 these assumptions are
correct, then what are [12] we talking
about. The idea that income taxes [13]
accrue to the county is extremely {14]
speculative, since that is determined by
the [15] legislators’ willingness to return
those tax 1161 dollars to local gov-
ernments. The same [17] applies to state
sales taxes.

18] In terms of property taxes, the [19]
projected 1.2 million, if it is realized, (20]
represents only about a one percent
increase [21] in property tax revenues.
The conclusion [22] that increased tax
revenues will offset
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(11 financial burdens should also be
challenged. 21 There are appropriate
studies that suggest [3] property value
loss will occur on five to 10 [4] percent of
the properties within 500 to 1,000 is]
feetof the newlybuiltline. Inaddition, 6]
past successful challenges by property
owners[7]toreceive five to 10 percent in
additional [sj valuations.

to1 In evaluating alternatives, without [10]
looking at all the economic impacts and
to (11} make a final decision on the
financial 1121 feasibility of the project
withoutlooking at (13] all the costs would
appear to be an [14] abdication of re-
sponsibilityand is (15 inconsistent with a
1994 executive order of [i6] the Pre-
sident calling for an assessment of [17]
costs and benefits of projects authorized
by 1181 federal agencies.

1191 In addition, a quick comment on the
20 environmental justice issues.
Olmsted County [21] has experienced a
10-fold increase in the 122) black student
enrollment population, a
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(1] doubling of total non-white student (2]
enrollment and a tripling of students 3]
eligible for free and reduced lunch
programs. 41 These folks need your
support.The extended (5] time would be
necessary so that those folks 61 who
don’t have a voice have an opportunity
to (71 speak.Thank you.

81 MR. CHRISTOPHERSON: Hi. My
name [9] is Al Christopherson. I am a
farmer, also [10) president of the Min-
nesota Farm Bureau (11] Federation and
Board member ofthe American (12] Farm

Bureau Federation.

1131 The testimony today is on behalf of
114) American Farm Bureau and the
Minnesota Farm [15] Bureau Federations.
Our organization [16] supports the pro-
posed upgrade and expansion [17] of the
DM&E because it is an important test [18]
of whether regional and shortline rail-
roads 191 will be able to provide rail
service for [20] underserved rural areas
and provide at least [21] limited com-
petition between a limited number 221 of
origin destinated payers for class I
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[1] railroads.

(21 The project willalso allow DM&Eto (3]
offer improved service to agricultural {4}
shippers. According to the USDA tes-
timony in [5) the matter I quote, “DM&E
shippers cannot (6] compete effectively
for Pacific Northwest {71 traffic because
the trafficistoo slow.It ;8] takes nine days
to move across the DM&E from {91 end to
end. Rebuilding the railroad will (10]
promise to cut this travel time from days
to 1111 hours.”

{121 Some estimates suggest as high (131 as
20 cents perbushelforboth cornand [i4)
wheat. If prices for wheat and corn and
[15] soybeans increased just 10 percent
per 116] bushel, then farm income in the
DM&E service [17) region could increase
by more than 90 million (18] dollars in a
typical crop year.

(9] It is important to note that the [20]
Draft Environmental Impact Statement
finds (21] the no action alternative un-
acceptable [22] because the failure to
upgrade DM&E line will
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(11 not only endanger the economic
health of (21 Minnesota and South Dakota
farmers but would 3] deny DM&E the
opportunity to improve its [4] safety
record.

{51 While Farm Bureau has no official 6]
policy on the proposed bypasses, we
would (7] like to point out some key
points within the 8] Draft EIS.On page 59
it states, generally (9] use of existing rail
corridors is {10] environmentally pre-
ferable to construction of [11] new rail
line on undisturbed land. We all 121 need
to examine and weight the impacts of (13
building on the existing line, which has
more [14] impact on human environment
versus impacts of (15] building a bypass
on previously undisturbed (6 land,
which will have more negative, [17]
affecting soils, farm land, geology, (18]
wetlands, vegetation and wildlife.

[19] We must also remember the rural [20]
landowners who live on the land where
the [211bypassesare proposed.Ifabypass
is (221 ordered, these individuals will be
required
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[1] to sacrifice a great deal for the greater
121 good of communities through sou-
thern (3] Minnesota and South Dakota.
This point 41 should not be forgotten by
anyone in this [5] community, especially
those forces demanding (6] the bypass.
‘We feelitisimportant to point (7] out that
if a bypass is ordered by a [8) community,
the requesting community will most [9]
likely have to.shoulder a significant [10]
financial responsibility.

1111 In conclusion, it is Farm Bureau’s {12]
overall view that the economic and [13)
environmental impact benefits that will
be 14 realized by the proposed ex-
pansion and (15 modernization of the
DM&E clearly outweighs [16] its costs. We
therefore urge the STB to 117] speedily
complete its EIS process and (18] ex-
peditiously approve DM&E's request to
begin [19] this process.Thank you.

1200 MR. MORSE:Good evening. My
name [21]is Joe Morse.l am from Winona
County. I've [22] lived there most of my
life. Iam here to
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[1) comment on the Draft Environmental
Impact 21 Statement. First of all, I think
it’s 131 ludicrous to think that citizens can
comment [4] on this document within 90
days.We need 180 5) days minimum.The
comment period falls, 6] the 90 day
comment period fallsbetween —[7) with
five holidays in that period, between )
when it started and January 5th.1t’s long,
19 as we know. It’s huge. We really need
more [10] time to document what’s in it
and to review [11] it and thoroughly
comment on it.
(121 The otherthing I'want to mention [13)
is that there are really many gaps in the
1141 BIS.It’s poorly drafted.It looked like it
(151 was done in a hurry. I represent a
small 116) local environmental organ-
ization in Winona 17} called the Bluff-
land Environment Watch, and (181 we
have gone through parts of it and
reviewed [19] segments.
1z0] First of all, somebody mentioned a (21]
little earlier there are plans to build a [22)
marshalling vard east of Utica, Min-
nesota, in
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11} Winona County, which is on karst
geology. (21 Now, karst geology is frac-
tured limestone, 3] sometimes with as
little as a foot or two of 4] dirt or earth
overthe limestone.Surface (5] liquids can
quickly move within an hour from [6) the
surface into the ground water, which (7]
people use for their drinking water. Fuel
81 spills, product spills in that mar-
shalling 91 yard could reach ground
‘water.

1101 There is no mention whatsoever that
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[11] we can find of karst geology in the
DEIS. 121 The ludicrous thing is that the
Kettle Marine [13] area is mentioned in
the DEIS, which is in 114 the borderland
areabetween Minnesotaand [15) Canada.
It’s beyond us as to why that’s even [16]
mentioned. It’s a little ways away.

(171 The other area that we want to [18]
comment on is that Garvin Brook is a
stream (19] just outside of Winona that is
an impaired [20] waterway. Millions of
dollars of federal, [21) state, county, as
well as private money went (221 in to
upgrade that stream to make it a useful
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[1] trout stream.

12) The STB rules require that the STB 3]
address the conflicts with state and local
(41 standards. There would be extreme
problems [5] trying to get approval to
build track and (6] bridges over that
stream. At this point the 7] plan calls fora
double track along that, at [s] least five
mites of Garvin Brook.

91 There are other items which I would
(10] mention, one of which the DNR in
Minnesota [11] identifies more than a
hundred acres more of [12]1 wetlands
delineated that would be affected by (13
DM&E than the EIS identifies. So that the
1141 numbers between Minnesota Dep-
artmentof [15] Natural Resourcesand this
EIS are way off as (16) far as wetland
mitigation that’s going to be (171 required.
Thank you.

181 MR. OWEN: Thank you for a well run
(191 hearing and endless patience on your
part. (20 My name is David Owen.I am
president of the [21] South Dakota Cham-
ber of the Commerce and (221 Industry.I
am here to reinforce that this
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[1] project is important to South Dakota

in terms [21-0f carrying grain and some of
our (3] manufactured goods. I know you
have heard a (4] lot, especially in our
state.So I'would (5] like to spend mytime
talking about the [6] dilemma in all of
these processes.

71 That is, to ask you to respond g
directlywhen youfinish the report, what
I 1 consider a request for mitigation
suggested [10] by those whose real desire
is to kill the 11 project outright. I have
come to Rochester (121 because Thave no
desire to kill the project (13] outright. I
want to get the best sense of [14] this case
in a productive time.

(15} There are a number of ways you can
116] use to kill a project like this. Theyuse
[17] most of them. You can give money
directly to (18] the opposition. It’s well
organized and it’s 19] beenfunded by the
citizens.

1201 The second method to kill a project
(21] is by taking so long that no one will

invest [22}init. Youcan't coverthe costof
review.
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111 I would ask you not to extend the
review [2] period.It’s already double a 45
day review 3] period. Quite honestly, this
didn’t sneak up [4] on anybody. It’s been
twoyearsinthe [symaking.Icannot think
of no one except the [¢] railroad that has
to go through the whole (71 document.
People have their own areas.
(8) Third is to request unreasonable (9]
conditions. This is the third way to kill a
(10] project, which is parallel to Mr.
Thornhill’s 117 invitation. The bypass,the
proposed bypass [12] here is 50 percent
longerthan the route we [13] have got. We
have worked real hard in 114] Brookings
on the railroad proposal to keep [15] the
bypassreasonable. Youalso issued an [16]
invitation to look at communities. We
expect (17] to be part of that answer.
Brookings [18] certainly said they will
participate in [19] funding. It s time for
Rochester do that.

1201 I think ofitthis way,thisisa (21] design

- for mitigation for the project. It’s (221 a

worthwhile pro;cct A lot of projects
face
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[1] review, even homes for the disabled.
We hear [21 opposition. We hear it similar
to this, 3] don’t build it here, we putalot
of 4] conditions on those.
151 Let the opponents be directed,and (6}
they have been, they are well organized,
they (71 are doing a good job. What I
would ask you 8} is if you want to rule
that the project [9] shouldn’t be built, do
it directly. Don’t {10 allow these same
voices to give a whole bunch (113 of
conditions. It just makes itimpossible [12]
to build. South Dakota will lose too much
in (13 that case.

1141 MS. RIEDER: Members of the STB [15]
Board,I am Mary Rieder, Professor of [16]
Economics at Winona State University,
and a [17] recent unsuccessful candidate
for U.S. 18] Congress in this district. We
live in Eyorta, 119 Minnesota.

z0) I am here to encourage your [21]
adoption of the no action alternative. I
am [22] aware that among your concerns
of not
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(11 choosing the no action alternative is
that (21 the DM&E would go out of
business. I do not 3] believe that this is
true. Prior to its (41 submission of the
requestto expandto the 5] PowderRiver
Basin the railroad was [6 profitable,
although most of the profit were (7]
invested in upgrading the current track.
81 Over a period of time once the tracks
are [9] fully upgraded the railroad will
even be more [10] profitable. Were it not

profitable it could (111 not have received
encouragement by the STB [12] nor the
financial community to consider the (13]
expansion.

114] I would now like to address the [15]
three criteria in which the initial pro-
posal 116) was tentatively approved sub-
jectto the EIS n71and itsfinding . Isthere a
negative impact [18] on competition.Is it
financially feasible. [19] Is it in the public
interest.

r20] First, I believe there will be a [21]
negative effect on the competition as
there [22] are currently two railroads that
serve the
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1] region and have excess capacity.
Second, 2] this excess capacity is a great
concernin 3] addressing the question of
financial (4] feasibility. First, I believe that
the cost 5] of the project hasbeen greatly
understated 6] and they need to be
recalculated, adding in 71 the approp-
riate cost for mitigation and 8] over-
passes.

91 Second, because of the excess {10}
capacity of the two other railroads,
which I (11 believe puts them on the
down sloping portion (12j of the marginal
cost curve. Economic theory [13] sug-
gests that should the railroad expansion
(141 be approved and built, a price war
will ensue [15] until the DM&E went
under. Thus this [16] railroad needed by
farmers and shippers [17] currently could
be lost.

(18] Finally, I would like to address [19] the
issue of public interest. Twould hope 120]
that the STB would use a cost benefit [21]
analysis to determine if this project is in
122} fact in the public interest. Here the
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{11 benefits are easily defined and quan-
tified, 121 the gain to the railroad and to
the electric (3] utilities and other benefits
attestedto in 41 these hearings. The costs
are less easy to [5] quantify but they are
huge.Some canbe (6] measured inlossin
property values, but (7} others, like pote-
ntial loss of life, problems (8] from
derailment, time loss in traffic are [9]
harder to evaluate.

101 Costs to the environment, health [11]
and the loss of a trout stream are even
most (121 elusive. However, in my op-
inion, when the [13] costs to the public
are propetly evaluated (14 they far out-
weigh the benefits to socicty as f15) a
whole.Thank you.

6] MS. GOLDBERG: My report  will
show (171 what type of impact the bypass
will pose to (18] the rural community. In
summary, we stand to [19] lose our farm
and that has been in the family 120) for
over 150 years. This opposition is in [21]
the interest of the rural America and
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about 1221 trying to keep the occupation
of farming and
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(11 the lifestyle of the rural community in
[2] existence.

131 For many,farming is also a source [41of
retirement. With only two percent of [5]
America’s population today engaged in
farming (6] we must try and preserve
agriculture. 77 Agriculture is the foun-
dation of this 8) country. Olmsted Coun-
ty soilisamong the (9 most productive in
the world and accounts for [10] over 40
percentofthe overall economyin the f11]
County.

1210ver 800 acres of prime farm land (13)
will go permanently out of production,
along 1141 with other farm land divided.
So farmers [15] will lose their efficiencyto
operate. A (16] bypass will threaten to
close down township (171 roads; which
will increase time and distance [18] of
travel for commuters, emergency re-
sponse [19] unitsand add extra schoolbus
exposure to [20] areas where it’s never
existed.

1211 Rochester claims noise, pollution [22]
and emergency vehicle response will
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(1] negatively affect the Mayo Clinic and
is 1z therefore a reason for a bypass.Each
year (31 U.S.News and World Report lists
the best (4] hospitals in the United States
based on how [s1 each facility ranked in
the number of 6] specialties. Along with
Mayo, some of these [7] includes Johns
Hopkins out of Baltimore, (8] Maryland;
Massachusetts General, Cleveland (9 Cli-
nic. Other top medical institutions in [10]
the top five are located in Chicago, 111]
Philadelphia and San Francisco. As you
can [12] see, many of the finest medical
institutions [13] are in cities a great deal
larger than 114) Rochester. These cities
not only have 15} considerable more
traffic congestion but many (16] also have
railroads and commuter trains as [17]
well.
(18] Apparently these cities have found
[19] ways to mitigate noise, traffic delays
and 1207 vibration without forcing the
relocation of [21] the railroad. Indeed,
Rochesteris luckier (221 than most in that
Mayo’s emergency trauma
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1 center is at Saint Marys Hospital,
located (21 two blocks from Highway 52,
which is (3] unaffected by the railroad. I
have included 41 maps in my statement
showing these top 15 (51 hospitals and
where theyare locatedin (6] reference to
railroads and subways.

{71 Clearly the reputation of a medical (]
institution should not be dependent on
9] driving another business such as
DM&E out of (10] town in order to

maintain its status as 4 (1) quality medical
institution. If this bypass [12) is allowed it
will set a precedent. So where [13] and
when do we stop making it someone
else’s [14] problem.

115] This railroad is important to the [16]
overall economy and we Dbelieve it
should be 1171 improved. It is what made
Rochester what it [18) is today. The tracks
are in the city and [19] that’s where it
should stay. The current (201 upgrade in
Rochesterwill leave no one (21 withouta
home or potential loss of [22] retirement
income. We need to start time and
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[1] money into mitigation efforts of what
can [2) work for the City of Rochesterand
the DM&E 3] and not how we can leave
the rural area to (4] deal with, when 84
percent of the coal [5] consumption in
Olmsted County occurs here in 6] Ro-
chester. Thank you for your time this (7]
evening and we hope you will see this
from (8] the view ofa rural American who
is fighting [91 to keep what little is left of
what is called [10] rural, Please say no to
the bypass proposal.

r1] MR. HILDEBRAND: My name is John
{12) Hildebrand. In 1995 I wrote a book
published (131 by Alfred Knopf called
Mapping the Farm, (14] which chronicles
five generations on the 15) O’Neill farm
southwest of Rochester in Marion [16]
Township. The book was well received,
partly 117) because readers understood
that one farm i8] family story could
represent the story of [19] others. The
same is true in this case.

[20] The O'Neill farm is one of fifty [21]
some farms directly threatened by the
City of (221 Rochester’s proposed bypass,
but the effect
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11 would be the same to all of them. Let’s
[2) agree on one point. The primary
purpose of 31 the proposed bypass is not
to move coal or [4] coal trains but to
transport the city’s 51 perceived pro-
blems into the countryside.

t6) The concerns of the city. 7] Vibration
and noise may or may not prove to s] be
the case if the DM&E is allowed to
upgrade [9] its tracks. But the problems
involved in [10] constructing 34 miles of
new tracks through [11) private property
are both actual and [12] unnecessary.
Unnecessary because the most [13] logi-
cal route for the rail line already (14
exists. It is a route that does not have to
(15} go south in order to go east. A route
Iaid 116] out on level terrain. A route that
requires (17] neither land condemnation
nor a 200 million 18] dollar tax levy.
Finally, a route that is (191 now and will
continue to be used to supply [20) coal to
Rochester’s utility plants. [21] Therefore,
making a bypass completely (221 re-

dundant.
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1) The proposed bypass would slice [2]
through halfa mile of the O’Neill farm. 3]
Unbelievably the route is laid out on the
4] eastern slope of what we call the
hollow;a [sinarrow, extremely steep,and
coincidentally, (6] very beautiful coulee
formed by Spring Creek. (71 The hillside
thatwould have to be carved [sjawayisa
prime example of karst topography, 9]
limestone bedrock ribboned with sin-
kholes and (10 fissures. Even if one was
craven enough to [11] destroy that coulee
in orderto lay halfa (121 mile of track, the
bedrock would be an [13) unstable base
on which to operate heavy [14] ma-
chinery, let alone trains.

1151 Then the trains would somehow
have [16] to jump four lanes on Highway
52 which lies [17) at the north end of the
hollow. The O’Neills 1181 would lose
cropland east of the hollow. They 191
would lose the hollow itself, the prime
120] cattle pasture, and almost certainly
the 121] spring, the water source for the
cattle.In 122] effect the bypass would put
them out of
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(1 business. These are real problems, not
121 perceived ones.

31 Rochesterisa unique community. (41 It
is unique in that it is a company town. [5]
Mayo Clinic is Rochester as far as city (6}
officials are concerned. Everything is
just (71 support facilities. Mayo’s position
to a [g] railroad upgrade is based prim-
arily on [9] concern for its own bottom'
line. Mayo has 0] suggested that coal
trains may deter patients [11) from com-
ing to the clinic, a preposterous [12]
argument. Who chooses health care on
the [13) basis of train traffic. Mayo’s real
concern [14] is its own future group.The
clinic has not [15] been overly concerned
about vibration and [i¢) noise resulting
from its own construction [17) boom.
(18] In pushing for a bypass, Mayo is 119]
attempting to pre-empt possible im-
pediments [20] to its future expansion. It
is up to the (211 Surface Transportation
Board to make the only 22] decision that
makes sense, and that is to
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11 reject the bypass. Thank you.

21 MR. KOLBY:1I am Doug Kolby, a 3]
private citizen from Owatonna, Min-
nesota. My [4) first reaction upon reading
the executive [5] summary of the DEIS
was that it was written {6] by a bunch of
lawyers that didn’t want to be (7] sued.
The document is just like the rest of [s]
the process. It leaves cities and counties
is1in the dark as to what the scope of the
[10] project is and exactly what the STB
will do [11) to mitigate the environmental
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effects of this [12] project.

1131 I believe the entire process is [14]
flawed in favorofthe railroad and the (15]
private investors financing the projectat
116] the expense of the private citizens
and the [17) communities along the way.I
served on the (18] city of Owatonna’s task
force that conducted [i9] negotiations
with representatives of the [20) DM&E.
We were told outright by the (21] re-
presentatives of the DM&E, sign our [22]
partnership agreement where you have
some
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111 idea of what you will get or take your
12] chances and get less from the STB.
31 It was not negotiation. It was [4
extortion. Extortion that the STB is party
151 to. In Owatonna there are at present
15 16) streets that the DM&E will cross as
it passes (71 through town. Its current
number of trains [8] is approximately
three trains per day, as it [9) has been at
that level foras long as T have o lived in
the community.

111} Railroads have through past [12]
practice lead their neighbors to believe
that [13) they will notincrease traffic, that
we could [14] co-exist with the present
rail traffic. Now [15) the DM&E is going to
change that 116] co-existence. They are
going to change the (17] way they do
business. Changing the current {i8] en-
vironment, changing the impact that
they (191 have on their neighbors and
changing the 201 value of their neig-
hbor’s property. No [21] longer can we
live with the premise that [22] railroads
were there first; that they should
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(11 be ableto dowhatever they want with
their [2] property. They have changed
theirusage to ;3] three trains per day over
a course of many (4] years and have given
up that right.

51 Now neighborhoods exist there. 6]
They are now the ones who were there
first [71 and the railroads, coal trains
especially, (8] are the newcomers. They
should be subject to (] the rights of the
neighbothoods and the (101 com-
munities. We have the potential in (11]
Owatonna, according to everybody’s
figure, [12] of 37 trains per day going east
to west, and [13] possibly more trains
going around from the (14 south and
coming back north on the Iowa 1]
Minnesota railroad. A condition, by the
way, (16] that’s not mentioned in this
DEIS.

(171 These trains will change the [i8]
quality of life and our property values
and [19] they are going to change your
environment. (20 If you allow this change
to take place then [21] you must require
this railroad to internalize 221 all of the
marginal costs, that is, new
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(1] additional costs resulting from this
change (2] that communities are going to
bear. These 3] costs must be internalized
and become part of 4] the private cost
borne by the DM&E Railroad. [s; By
forcing this railroad to internalize these
[6] COStS, you are requiring the market to
(71 captute the true cost of shipping this
coal [8) from Wyoming to the east.
91 When this coal is sold for its true [10]
cost,I'will bet that the market will make
(111 other wiser choices like building
power [12] plants in Wyoming and trans-
porting the [13] electricity or finding
alternative sources of (14] energy.So long
as you allow the rape of the [15] com-
munities along the path of this railroad,
(16] in other words allow the DM&E to
pass these [17] costs on to the com-
munities along the way, (18] you force
communities to subsidize the price [19] of
coal for others, changing what the
market {20] choice is.
[21] Please consider all the costs. [22]
Please help the marketplace to act as it
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(11 should, making the wisest choice on
the 21 allocation of resources. Don't
make our (3] communities pay so that
others can have cheap (4] coal and the
DM&E can reap huge profits at (51 our
expense.

61 MR. THOMPSON: Jeff Thompson, (7}
Olmsted County Commissioner. Lifetime
8] resident of Olmsted County. I have
lived in 191 Marion Township for over 43
years. In my (10} private business I am a
practicing attorney [11] certified as a real
estate specialist. I [12] have been here all
dayandlistenedto [13) probably about 80
speakers by now. I think [14] it’s obvious
that the two governing groupsin (15] our
county have different interests. You 1)
heard from city officials who as an [17]
alternative are advocating the bypass.
The ps) official position of Olmsted
County is no [19] bypass or no alternative
routes and the no (20] build option.

121) Similarly,Iwould say to the Board [22)
here tonight that as we do as Olmsted
County
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(11 commissioners, not only looking at
the City 121 of Rochesterinterests but also
looking at 3] the rural interests, the
interest of [4] everybody that lives in
Olmsted County.

(51 Similatly I would trust that this (6]
Board would look at the interest of
everybody (71 that lives in Olmsted Coun-
ty as well, not (8] just the interest of one
group, whatever that (9] group may be.A
lot of what I want to say 10} has been
touched on by other speakers, but I 111]
am going to concentrate on the en-

vironmental {12] aspects and water qual-
ity. :

[13] As a county commissioner the last [14]
four years I have sat on a lot of water [15)
boards. I am currently sitting on Min-
nesota [16] Southeast Water Board.I have
sat on the p7) environmental com-
mission.I have sat onthe 11sifeed lot task
force.Feed lots were the hot 191 issue in
this county a couple years ago, [20]
directly prior to the DM&E issue sur-
facing.

121] But if T could refer your attention [22]
to the map that’s been presented as well
as
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111 the karst topography map which 1
have seen [2) throughout the evening. If
that could be put (3] on the Board as well.
There is a map showing (4 the karst
topography of Olmsted County, with [5)
regard to water quality.Ifthat could be j6]
put on the Board as well.

[71 We have heard the term karst (]
topography referred to several times
during 19) the course of this evening. If
you look at [10] the map that’s just been
put up there you [11] will see that almost
the entire county is (12] either in the red
or orange color. That [13] means that that
area is highly sensitive to [14 water
quality concerns. The only (151 non-
sensitive karst area in the county is that
[16] green area which is in the northwest
171 quadrant. That’s currently where one
of our 18] landfills is located.

[19] As you can see from that map, the [20]
proposed bypass is entirely within that
[21] sensitive or karst geology. Looking at
the 221 EIS, some of the portions talk
about ovet 53 '
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1 acres of wetlands. Then there is really
a [21 highly sensitive wetland that is given
a lot 3] of special protection in Min-
nesota;that (4) being the calcareous fens.

151 When the feed lot issue was going (6]
on we heard from city officials with
regard [71 to one of the largest farmers in
southern (8] Minnesota, that if there
would be a failure 91 in one of the large
lagoons, that that within {10] a matter of
hours could jeopardize the water [11]
quality not only in Rochester but the
entite [12) Olmsted County. Just re-
member that when you [13] are talking
about the bypass; how sensitive [14] that
area is; and if there was any type of a (15)
spill, that that would jeopardize the
entire [16) water quality in our entire
county.

171 MS. OEHLKE: My name is Kimberly
1181 Ochlke. My family farms along High-
way 30 19] West, eight miles south of
Rochester.The (20 proposed bypass runs
directly through our [21] farm. My hus-
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band and I and our children are [22) the
third generation farming this land. Our
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111 medium sized dairy produces 300,000
gallons [2) of grade A milk per year and
we farm 1200 3] acres of cropland,
producing corn, soybeans, 4] peas, and
bay.

151 The Citizens to Stop the Coal ] Trains
fact sheet refers to potential loss of [7]
revenue due to various Rochester bus-
inesses (8] due to excessive train noise
and potential 9] traffic pollution.I would
like to point out j10) that a bypass running
through our farm could [11] also have a
directimpact onour ability to [12] sustain
a viable business.

[13] As most people are aware, it is [14]
extremely challenging to maintain a
viable (15] farming operation when milk
prices and [16] produce prices are runn-
ing at record lows. (17) The bypass route
proposed by the City of 1181 Rochester
runsthrough prime farm land, 191 CER 55
plus.On our property, and we would [20]
be forced to sell this land for only market
(21] value, thereby losing revenue that
would have (221 been generated by
keeping the land
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(11 productive.

121 The STB has indicated that DM&E (3]
wouldhave ahalf a mile on either side of
14 the proposed route on which to build
their 51 track. This leaves open the
possibility that ] we could lose our
home, our milking parlor (7] and barn.
This would absolutely put an end (8] to
our ability to continue farming.In 1964
91 we built our current milking parlor
and barn [10] at a cost of approximately
$60,000.111] Rebuilding these units today
would easily (121 cost $500,000. That’s
three to four thousand [13] dollars per
stall, times 150 stalls. An [14] impossibility
for our business in today’s [15] farming
market.

116] It would be easy to recommend [17]
simply moving the track so it does not 18]
destroy our farm. However, it would
simply [19] destroy someone else’s farm.
Only 1/32nd of (20} the Earth’s surface is
suitable for food 211 production and
every day in Minnesota 60 [22} acres are
removed from food production. Due
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(11 to the scattered venues of farming it is
easy (21 to ovetlook the chipping away of
farm land. (31 Once gone it’s lost forever.
141 I respectfully request that the STB [s]
consider the total impact to the public.
t61 Consider that our farm supports five
(71 families. Our milk goes to the AMPI
plant in () Rochester. Qur corn and peas
go to the (9] Seneca plant in Rochester.
These products [10] create jobs and food

products for Rochester (11) and beyond.

112 DR. PREDMORE: My name is Latry
[13) Predmore. I am a large animal vete-
rinarian (14] inthe area.A lot of the things
I was going 115) to say have already been
covered. Basically (16 when I come
home at nightIlike to eat 17 supper,take
a hot bath, have a cold beerand 18] then
watch the newsand reada newspaperor
a 1191 book. All these things pretty much
depend on (20 having a cheap supply of
electricity. In [21; this county and in this
area,that’s coal.l [22] think we have 95 to
a hundred percent of our
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(1] electricity comes from that.

121 I have been going to most of these [3]
meetings they have had about this,and I
keep (41 hearing that the train is not
necessary and (5] that it will destroy
Rochester. This sounds (6] like the same
thing we heard when the federal [7]
prisonwas first coming to town about10
i8] or 15 years ago. We all know how that
really (9] ruined this town.

(101 Ithink one ofthe concernsTheard i1
was that the train whistles are going to
keep [12) the prisoners awake at night.I
know that 113] will be a real incon-
venience to them.But 141 the people that
say we don’t need the train 15] or coal
must know about some other source of
116) energy the rest of us haven’t heard of
or [17] else they seem to think that these
lights [18} just come on by magic. The
simple fact is 19] that western coal is the
only practical 20) source of power in this
area and the railroad (21 is the only
practical way to move it. We (221 don’t
have any rivers coming from the west
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1) that are navigable.

121 I keep hearing people at these 13
meetings say that the trains shuld run (4]
through northern Minnesota or they
ought to [5] run down through Iowa. My
question is what ] makes us much
better than these people on [7] these
other routes; why is this town too good
81 for a railroad.

o1I'wasat one of these meetings and (10T
overheard one of our officials say to [11]
another why they ever let them put that
train (12] so close to the Medical Centerto
start. I (13) don’t know about anybody
else, but I always (14 thought the Mayo
Clinic used to get most of [15] its patients
by train.Thave seen papers [16] from back
in the 50s that they were getting [17)
upset that the number of passenger
trains was [18] being reduced and would
have a negative (19] impact on the clinic.
(20] I really wish the Mayo brothers and
i21] their father was around now to give
their (22] opinion on the way this thing is
being
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11 handled, also their idea of routing the
121 bypass out through the country,
which is in 3} the general direction they
used to live.

141 Another thing I find hard to [s) believe
is the town that voted down the last [¢]
bond issue forthe schools which was for
10 (71 million is going to spring for 122
million (8] for a bypass, which we are all
going to be [91 paying for that sucker. It
comes down to the f10] fact that the
railroadalready ownsthe land 111 where
the tracks are and ought to leave them
(121 there. I want to make the wild
prediction [13] that this train is going to
come, it’s going 114] to go through town,
the town will not be [15] destroyed, the
people will keep coming to the 16] clinic
and nobodywho is sick is even going 171
to think aboutthattrainwhen they come
(18] here. I bet in 10 years we will have
about [19] the same amount of interest in
this railroad 120] as we have now in the
federal prison.

i2z11 MR. HARTMAN: My name is Peter [22]
Hartman. I am a resident of Rochester, I
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111 live on the east side. There are already
two [21 coal lines that go out of Powder
River Basin. 3) Those coal trains already
handle all the coal (4 that’s produced
there and the needs of this (51 country for
the foreseeable future. If a (6] coal train
goes through Rochester or it [7] doesn’t,
it’s not going to affect the amount (8] of
coal available in this area.
191 The conjecture that DM&E will go [10]
out of business if there is not a coal train
(11] is probably also false. There are other
2] alternatives to a coal train for up-
grading 113) the DM&E. I live near a coal
train track in {14] Otter Tail County.In the
winter, when the 151 ground is frozen, I
lived a mile-and-a-half 16) from that coal
train track. In the winter [17) when the
ground was frozen my house vibrated.
118) I'wasa mile-and-a-half away from that
coal 191 train.Now I live a block fromthe
proposed [20) DM&E expansion. I know
what that coal train 211 will do to my
house. It will probably shake (221 my
stucco right off the walls.
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(11 I wonder, you know, why the Draft [2)
Environmental Statement didn’t con-
sider more 3] mitigation for residents in
the City of 41 Rochester. There is a 70
decibel limit for 5] the coal train. Norm-
ally for airplanes, [6] airports, highways,
it's 65. ;

(71 There area couple statements in [s] the
Draft Environmental Statement that
aren’tio)quite correct.Theysaythereare
12 trains [10] that go through Rochester
now. That’s just [11] not true. There is
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about a third of that.

(12) I live near the prison. The prison [13]is
a good neighbor.But I heard fromthe [14]
manager at the federal prison that their
[15] security system is sensitive to vib-
ration.16) Theyhad an engineer study it,
they would (17 have to redo their total
security system (18] around the prison if
the train weat through, [19] because if
there were coal trains going (201 through,
the vibrations there would disrupt [21]
their system and it would no longer be
[221 adequate.
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t11Rochesteris going to have to pay (21 for
a coal train to come through town. All (3]
the safety concerns will cost about a
hundred 141 million dollars, We are going
to be paying [5] that. It doesn’t matter
about a bypass. The [6] coal train is going
to be costing us money (7] anyway.

(8] One other thing that really worries [9]
me is that there are no limits put on the
{10), DM&E once the coal train goes
through. They [11] can haul, they can put
a second track in. 121 They can haul all
the coal they want. They {13] can start
hauling all kinds of hazardous [14] chem-
icals.Imagine a scenario where the Mayo
115) Clinic hasto be evacuated because of
a train [16] derailment in town. After that,
people (17 wouldn’t want to come to the
Mayo Clinic any [18] more.

1191 MS. SCHWINGHAMMER: Good
evening. 200 Thank you for the op-
portunity to testify on [21] this important
public policy matter. I am [22] Diane
Schwinghammer, superintendent of the
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111 Rochester Catholic schools.Iam here
[2) tonight on behalf of the 2,163 stude-
ats 3] and 260 employees entrusted to
my [4] stewardship. I oppose the pro-
posedexpansion [510f DM&E train traffic
through Rochester based [6] on safety
considerations for children, their [7]
parents and school staff. The proposed
181 expanded train traffic posesa risk to 9]
students, parents and staff traveling near
nojandacrossthese tracksinallmodes of
(111 transportation, automobile, school
bus, 112) bicycle and walking,

(13] Bach additional train, 37 of what I (14
am understanding, using these tracks
results (15] in enhanced safety risks for
students, [16) parentsand staffunder even
the most ideal (17] conditions. The trage-

dy of astalled school 18] bus in Fox River

Grove, Iilinois, not long 1191 ago must
never occur in Rochester. Every new [20]
train passing through only heightens
that 21 risk under both ideal and less
than ideal [22) circumstances.
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[110ur mission is to reduce those [2] risks,
not heighten them. Allow me to [3]

illustrate my safety concerns with two
quick (4 examples. Lourdes High School
is located 5] just three blocks from the
train tracks. (6] Nearly half, 48 percent of
our students at (7] this school live north
of the tracks and (8] cross the tracks a
minimum of two times per 91 day Mon-
daythrough Friday to come to school {10]
and return home. Further, an extremely
high (111 percentage of our students, over
85 percent [12] participate in various
extracurricular [13] activities such as
drama,athletics and music (14 programs
in the afternoon, evenings and [15] week-
ends. '

116} The number of times these students,
(171 their parents and staffare compelled
to (18] cross these tracks is substantial. St.
119 Francis Elementary School is just five
blocks 120] from the train tracks. This
school 211 educates 510 children from
nursery school (221 through eighth grade,
nearly 42 percent of
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111these children also cross the tracks for
(21 school each day and for extrac-
urricular 13} activities throughout the
year. 62 percent [4 of our employees
reside notth of the tracks (51 and their
continued safety are also of great i)
concern to me as well.

171 The only alternative route or [8] hon-
track exposure from north of the tracks
191 to our schools is Highway 52. This is
not an [10] acceptable alternative based
on safety 1111 considerations and accide-
nts and statistics 12) through that cor-
ridor. Further 4 Highway 52 p31 al-
ternative is of no benefit to the St. n4
Frances students and parents, many of
whom [15] live east of the school.

116] In summary,Iam entrusted to the (17]
safety, care and productivity of the
children 18] and employees at Rochester
Catholic schools. 1191 The proposed ex-
pansion of train traffic (20] encompassing
Rochester poses a safety risk to [21] our
students, parents and staff. I encourage
122] the Surface Transportation Board to
reject
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r) this current DM&E proposal. Thank
youvery 21 much for your consideration
of these views.

3] MR. BALM: My name is Jerry Balm. 4]
1, too, want to thank you for taking time
Ist from your busy schedules to come
hear our [6] opinions and our concerns
tonight. I am here [7] to ask you, along
with many others,to reject [8] this DM&E
proposed enhancement of their [
tracks and their carrying through town
here. (101 Thave heard a number of things
tonight. I (111 believe that words were
spokenmore f12) eloquently thanTonthe
environment. (131 Certainly the en-
vironment in terms of noise, [14] vib-

ration, blocking intersections has been
[15] mentioned many times. The econo-
mic impacts. 116] Safety is a major con-
cern for me as a senior [17] citizen and a
retiree.Ihappento live on (18] the wrong
side of the tracks to get medical 19
attention very fast if the trains go whizz-
ing [20] through even more than they are
now. But [21] that is a matter a degree.
That’s a selfish (22 thing on my concern.
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{11 You are hearing problems from a 2]
number of other areas here, including 3]
Owatonna,and I read in the paperabout
141 Brookings and Pierre and some of the
others. [5] I ask, and I ask the ag people
around here, [¢] are they truly convinced
that this train [7) enhancement is going to
helpthemout.I g have heard fromsome
sources,I can’t put any (9] credibility to it,
that if the DM&E starts [10] pushing coal
trains through here at a very [11] pro-
fitable margin,thenwhat’s to make us [12]
think that they will push crops through
at (13] the same margin or less.

(14 This is a wonderful community, I [15]
have lived here for 34 years.Iwould truly
[16] hate to see it degraded, as it would be
by (17} this increase in safety — of traffic
through (18] here.So Iwould ask that you
deny the (19) proposal for economic gain
of a few DM&E (20] folks that’s going to
make a lot of [21] communities and some
rural areas unhappy (221 along these
tracks. Thank you.
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1) MR. PAGEL:Tam Ron Pagel. A (2] dairy
and crop farmer from Eyota.Iamhere (3]
to encourage the upgrade of the DM&E
(4] railroad. By improving this rail system
we [5] are offering ag producers another
viable 6] method of transpotting of
transporting their (71 grain to market.
USDA studies have concluded 8 that
upgrading the DM&E would increase
local (9] grain prices by up to 20 cents a
bushel. The (10 improved rail system
would provide a link to [11] market our
grain through the ports of the [12] west
coast. By upgrading the railroad the [13]

"midwest would have an economical and

reliable (14 source of coalto feed power
plants to [15] provide all residents elec-
trical power. With j16] the demand of
electricity increasing we need (171 to be
able to have the resources to generate
118} for that demand.

1191 I also feel that the bypass around (20
Rochester is not needed. The DM&E
owns 211 property through Rochester
and should be able [22) to use it for their
railroad. A bypass would
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1] divide farms and limit access to many
fields. 21 If a bypass was built several
rural roads (31 would probably be closed
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forsafety reasons.[4 Thiswould increase
cost to local schools for [51 student
transportation.

i6] There are also major concerns for (7]
fire and law enforcement, as it would
cause (8} increased response times. The
cost of a 191 bypass is anothet reason for
using the [10] existing tracks.I don’t feel
all residents (11] or consumers of Ro-
chester should be forced to (12} pay for
something that is not needed. Many [13]
tactics have been used to mistepresent
this [14] railroad project. False informat-
ion, half 1s) truths and scare tactics have
been used to [16] misinform or confuse
both city and rural (17] cities.I have faith
in the Surface (18] Transportation Board
that they will be able [19] to separate the
facts from the fodder and [20] make an
informed and educated decision. [21]
Thank you.

221 MS. HAYEK: Without reservation I
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(11 am opposed to the DME coal train
proposal, (2) both the upgrade through
Rochesterand/orthe 31 bypass.My name
isMaryHayek.For 25 years (4 Thave lived
inand ownedan olderhome in 5} Kutzky
Park. This is a neighborhood of hard (6]
working, tax paying citizens whose heal-
th, (71 safety and quality of life would be
seriouisly (8] compromised by coal trains
nearby. Coal [9] trains with their noise,
pollution and 107 movement would
sever and divide neighborhoods (11 like
ours, as well as cause serious traffic [12)
congestion on all of the major traffic
routes {13] in our city.

[14] Bach day I commute to work at St. (15]
Charles elementary schooland cross the
DM&E [16] railroad tracks. Bordering
these tracks are (17] the homes, old and
new, of dozens of my (18] colleagues.
Some homes, including a string (191 of
new apartment houses and a2 number of
(20 businessesin St.Charlesare within 10
yards (211 of the DM&E tracks.

1221 I see children cross those tracks
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(1} on my way to school each morning
and on my (21 way home, on bikes, on
foot, in the family 3] car. I pass Eyota.
New homes including {4 those of col-
leagues are barely one half block ]
above the DM&E railroad tracks. The
same is [6] true fora number of my friends
and 73 colleagues who live in Winona.As
property (8] values plummet, life savings
ina home orin 9] a small business will be
lost.

0] Over the years I have traveled back
(11} and forth many times on the train
through 121 Chicago.I can only describe
what I have [13] seen for four hours at a
stretch each way (14 coming and going
along those tracks. It can 115] only be

described as hellish slum where no [16]
one lives by choice. )

1171 f youremember,Iown an old,old (18]
house, over 100 years old, long ago
converted (191 to apartments, which I
have struggled with [20] for the past 23
years. I have spent many [21] entire
summers, holidays, late nights [22] clean-
ing, repairing, hauling furniture, walk
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11 the lawn mower over there, some-
times the snow [2] shovel. For 30 years 1
have worked second 3] jobs in the
canning factors, selling (4 decorator
items, as a waitress for 10 years (5] in
order to keep up with the taxes, at times
i6] close to $3,000 on that rental, and
major [7] maintenance bills.

81 However, the building has provided i
reasonable rent to countless persons on
(10 stipends at the Mayo Clinic. People
(11] perfecting their skills in the medical
[12) profession. Although this little gray
house [13]isin proximityto the clinic, itis
within [14) three blocks of the railroad
tracks. As are [15) many others just like it,
owned by ordinary [16] people just like
me,

(17] If the DM&E wishes to become a [18]
greater corporate entity it is the (19
responsibility of DM&E to finance its (20]
ambitions. Two transcontinental rail-
roads [21] already carry coal from the
Powder Basin as [22] fast as it can be
mined. The rights of the
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{11 DM&E stop where my rights begin.
The rights 2] of the DM&E and of Kevin
Scheiffer stop where (3] my rights and
the rights of so many others [4) like me
begin. Thank you.
151 MR. MOE: Hi, my name is Rodney (]
Moe. Me and my wife farm southeast of
(71 Rochester and I also serve as the
director of [8] the ambulance in Hayfield.
I feel the DM&E (9] expansion is im-
portant to the ag sector. It (10} will allow
us to move our products more (11}
efficiently. The current system is slow
and [12] takes days to move freight from
one place to (131 another. With the
upgrade the time delay (14] could be cut
from days to hours, which would [15]
benefit everyone from us the farmer to
the [16] consumer in lower costs. I also
think this [17]is important because itis a
more economical [18] mode of trans-
portation than putting our (19] grains and
other products on a truck and (20
congesting our highways more than
they [21] already are.
[22] Also, as on the ambulance service,
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(11Tam concerned about the bypassidea.
This (21 is not the answer I feel because it
would (3] cause major delays in our

service area and (4] the ability to give our
patients the care (5] that they deserve.

t61 In closing, I feel this is a good (7 deal
for safety issues, meaning more [8] trucks —
less trucks on our highways.Iam (9] also
in support of improved crossing to make
[10] our lives safer. Thank you.

111 MR. ABRAHAMS: Thank you for this
{121 opportunity. My name is Lionel
Abrahams.I [13] have been a resident of
Rochester now for the [14] past 26 years. ]
have been transferred by (151 IBM from
New York back in '74.1 have been (1i6]
moved to this city.

(171 Although I retired five-and-a-half 18]
years ago I am still here. Wonder why I
have (191 not gone back to New York,
where I still have [20) family. Two words.
QL and Mayo. QL is my [21] acronym for
quality of life. Me and my wife [22] have
raised three children here and have
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(11 always enjoyed the small town atmos-
phere, the (2] friendliness of the people
hereand the clean (3] environment. To us
Rochesteris home.I 4] certainly want it
to stay home.

[siMayo.The best medicalfacility [¢] right
intown and accessible in minutes. For [7]
people getting on in age, that’s very [s]
important.

191 Now, it’s my opinion it threatens [10]
both of those. Quality of life. The STB in
[11] my opinion has not done a proper
evaluation 12} and has pootly quantified
the significant 13) impact of this rid-
iculous proposal. A [14] greater than 10-
fold increase in the number [15] of trains
through Rochester, anybody who 116
claims we have currently 10 trains is (17}
obviously notusing — three to five trains
(18]is more like it. Greater than 17-fold 119
increase in train speed, from the current
1201 three to five miles to greater than 50
miles [21] an hour. I have yet to take my
slide rule to [22] measure a train going
through town, but I am
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(11 sure theyare not 1.5 miles long. It is (2]
rather obvious that such increase can
only 3] negatively impact Rochester.

141 I would submit it is one thing to 5] get
hit by a train going at three miles per (6]
hour, but totally than being completely
{71 annihilated resulting from a train
hitting 8] you at 55 miles an hour. We
have school 91 buses carrying our chil-
drento and from (101 school, and crossing
those tracks many, many [11] times of day.
‘Who wants to put a price on 12} the lives
of these children. Not if but [13] rather
when one of the school buses gets [14]
blasted away by one of the 37 plus trains.
1151 Does the STB want to put that price.I
sure [16] don’t want to.

1171 Beside accidents,and it would not (18]
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be the single, what about the action of
(19 delays it would cause pedestrians at
train [20] crossings. I, for example, have
many times [21] been caught in one of
those crossings with [22] the result of
being late for Mayo
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11 appointment. Now I was amazed to
read that (21 the projected delay is
estimated about five (3] minutes. Maybe
at 3 a.m., during the (41 weekend, in the
middle of the night. From my (5] ex-
perience, this is the current delay, five [6]
minutes, when I have kept up by those
trains.

(71 Now the proposed 1.5 miles of (]
trains, delay is expected to be the same?
191 Give me a break.Isure would not want
to be (101 there duringan emergency. The
STB — air{11] quality impact of having 37
trains, 1.5 miles (12} long, dispersing dirty,
polluting cloud of [13] coal dust along the
road and right in the [14) middle of
Rochester. The STB. has not 115) ad-
dressed the noise pollution of having 37
(16 train horns plasting day and night. [17]
Currently it is barely acceptable and I
live 1181 in the northwest. Now imagine
17 percent [19] increase in that noise. I
cannot talk for (20} Mayo I am sure they
don’t want me to talk for 21) them. But
froma patient point of view, 1221 don’tgo
to Mayo for leisure. When I 'want to
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{1 get to Mayo, I need to get to Mayo. I
don’t 121 want to wait 25 minutes for
trains to go by 3] before I get to Mayo.

41 A very short observation. There 5]
needs to be an addendum in my opinion
to the 61 STB report, which reads,
prepared and paid 7) for the STB by
DM&E. From a 10,000 — I can (8] only
reach one conclusion, either object —[9]
to the STB group which prepared this
report, [10] or they are on the DM&E
payroll. To the [11] DM&E, I want to send
them this message, not [12) in my town.
Thank you. ‘

(131 MS. CALLAHAN: My name is Dor-
othy (141 Callahan, and 1 live about 10
miles southwest {15] of Rochester in
Salem Township. My husband (6] and I
moved here to this community in 1952,
(171 and I have always thought of it that
way, as [18] this community. Rochester,
Olmsted County. [19) Many of the things
have been involved with [20] over the
years,whether it was housing for [21] low
income citizens, whether it was [22]
corrections, whether it was envir-
onmental

Page 326
{11 problems, I have always thought of
them as (21 things we had to solve
together, and ro work 3] together. I

opener for me.

(511 do not favor the expansion of the 6]
DM&E Railroad to go through Ro-
chester, or to 171 go through a bypass. I
just feel that we (8] should go with the no
build option. We have [9)in Rochester a
community which lives in the noj bowl
of the river valley, and because of [11]
that, it has many problems. It has had
flood 1121 problems, as you know, It has
had air 113] pollution problems, which
have required (14 working together to
solve those. '

(15] The problem that was mentioned [16)
today, but I think one of the gentlemen
who [17) said, said it wasn't mentioned in
the 18] Environmental Impact Statement,
but indeed it 119 is, and that is the
problemofkarst geology. 201 It does exist
through this county and into (21} Winona
County as well. But what the 1221 En-
vironmental Impact Statement said is
that
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(1] areas associated with karst topog-
raphy are (21 not well suited for railroad
construction [3] activities.Further, it says,
some areas [4 adjacent to Rochester are
dominated by karst (51 topography.

(61 These statements do occur in the (7]
DEIS,but no use ismade ofthem. There is
81 no follow-up to let people know that
this is [91a real cautionary note. Theyare
around [10] Rochester. They are in Ro-
chester.Infact, 111 karst geology extends
along the right of way [12] of the present
DM&E trains. As you know, [13] what we
are talking about here is the 114 potential
for sinkholes and the impossibility [15] of
doing some of this work.

116] The redirection of water and heavy
117] grading are both predictors of sin-
kholes (18] formation. So we do have a
problem in 191 Rochester and sur
rounding Rochester all the [200 way
through Winona County.You have heard
[211 eloquent testimony on all of these
areas.I (22] simply want to say that for me
thisisa
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(11 problem that we need to solve toge-
ther. Al 12) of us.

31 MS. VANSCOY: My name is Patricia [4]
VanScoy, and I speak as a concerned
citizen. (51 My husband and I live in
northeast Rochester. (6] To allow more of
my fellow colleagues a (71 chance to
speak I will keep this short, which (8] is
most unusual for me. I am against the 9]
upgrade and expansion of the DM&E
railroad.10i Taminfavor ofthe noaction
alternative. [11] I believe the project will
have a major [12] negative impact on the
safety and [13) environmental, financial
and emotional [14] factors for Olmsted
County and its citizens. 15 Thank you.

(161 MR. KING: My name is Terry King. [17)
My wife and I farm southwest of Ro-
chester in [18] Rock Dell Township. I
would like to [19] emphasize the im-
portance of the DM&E. One of [20) the
reasons the country is strong is the [21]
infrastructure fromthe railroad.Itis a 1221
major part of the infrastructure.
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(11 It is an undisputed fact that the 2
transportation of bulk material, coal,
grain 3} is moved by railroad and barge.
The two {4] methods complement each
other. Today we have 5] a railroad, the
DM&E is here,serving a large {6 corridor
between the Burlington Northern and 7]
the Union Pacific.If something should s)
happen due to a natural disaster or
sabotage, [9] this country would have a
major impact in the [10) east/west trans-
portation. It would affect 1117 Congress
and the national defense.

(121 If the DM&E dies because it’s not [13]
allowed to upgrade, many mote trucks
willbe 141 put on ouraginginterstate and
highways, [15) which are already over-
crowded and in need of [16) major repair.
There have been suggestions [17] that
monitors be placed in vehicles and [1s]
charge for the use of the Interstate.

1191 The locks and dams of our rivers [20]
needto be updated as well and the same
[211scenario plays out,where the railroad
fill 1221 in the locks and dams if the locks
and dams

- Page 330

111 were forced to shut down. When
there is (2] competition between bus-
inesses the customers 3] of those bus-
inesses are able to reduce their 4
operating costs. This is true for users of
(51 coaland grain. The more haulersthere
are, (6] the more competitive the freight
rates.

(71 I believe this business, the DM&E (8]
has a right to update itself on its own (9]
property. Rochester should not push an
(10] unfounded problem out in the rural
area with 111) a bypass. It is stated the
railroad is 1121 needed for growth. 1
wonder, would they also (131 be opposed
to grain unit trains. Thank you.

(141'MS. KELLY:Hi, I am Linda Kelly. (15 I
am originally from Pennsylvania. I lived
(161 in a small coal town and coal trains
went [17) through our town. The state
closed the [18) hospital and the town I
livedin. We had to 191go 17 milesaway to
the next hospital.In (20 that time we had
a couple patients in the [21) emergency
pass away in the ambulance on the [22]
way to the 17 miles away nearest hos-
pital.
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11 So I am against the railroad coming
through (21 Rochester. I live downtown

suppose this night has been an [4] eye
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right here in 3] Rochester next to the
library across the 4 street, and I woul-
dn’t appreciate the noise (51 and the
whistle late at night whenIam j6) trying
to sleep. So I am against the [7) railroad.
Thank you.

8] MS. KEITH: Good evening. I am [9]
Sandy Keith,a member of the Citizens to
Stop (0] the Coal Trains. This has really
been a very 111 sad afternoon and
evening for me, listening (121 to the
divisions within our community, one of
113] the most remarkable communities in
the world. 141 To hear the hostility to
Mayo, to see the [15] divisions between
our people, the farmers and [16] the city
people, it’s just sad.

1171 I was born here 72 years ago next [1s]
week. My dad and mother came down
from 119) Canada to work at Mayo, to help
the Mayos [20] develop this incredibly
unique group practice (21] of medicine.I
told my mom and dad I am [22] never
coming back to this hick town again,
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(11 when I was 17 years old. Nine years
later I 121 was so happy to come back to
Rochester, to 31 come back to solithern
Minnesota. ‘

49 I had learned a lot in higher [5]
education. I had learned more as a (61
lieutenant in the Marine Corps, Korea,
where [71 I saw terrible destruction and
war. I 8] returned home. The reason
Mary and I came to (91 Rochester is
because it’s a community due [10] largely
to Mayo that has a sense of [11] ex-
céllence that Thave neverseeninany [12]
otherarea that] have everbeenin inthis
[13] country.

114} During these 45 years that Mary and
115] I have raised our family, we lived in
rural (16} areas. My commitment to this
community has 171 grown ever deeper.1
amhonored to wotk in a (18] community
devoted to helping care for the (191 sick,
in our neighborhood, in our city, in 120}
our community, in our state, all over the
1211 world. This remarkable place where
sick (221 people can come and get help.I
think of 20
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(11 years ago when we had the terrible
flood. We (2 rallied together and we put
an end to it. Tt 3] took us a long time but
we did it.

141 Now we are being told that they ate [5]
going — it makes no sense, thirty some
coal 16] trains through the center of this
town. You (71 have heard the senior
citizens. You have g} heard all of the
people,the problems we are (9] going to
have with safety, transportation, (10 their
ability to obtain medical care, their [11]
environment and so forth. It doesn’t
make [12] any sense. It’s just going to

erode a great [13] medical community.
[14] Mayo may have to rethink whether it
[15] wants to expand or grow. Frankly I
think the 116 entire proposal makes very
little sense. But (17] certainly I would
hope this Board would see [18] to it that
this does not happen to this city. 19
Thank you very much.

120) MS. DOUGHER: My name is Vera (211
Dougher, and T am representing the
Rochester [22) League of Women Voters.
The Rochester League
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(1] did a study of the DM&E issue as it
pertains [2] to Rochester and Olmsted
CountyinFebruary 31 0£1999.The result
of this study was to 4] strongly suppott
the no build option.

[5) We believe that this project will [g]
have serious consequences for this city
and 77 county. Much time, planning and
money has [8) been spent to revive what
had become a 9] crumbling downtown.
Due to these efforts you [10] now witness
a vibrant city. Groups have been [11)
formed to help revitalize neighbor-
hoods. 112] They have worked hard to
deal with problems [13] typical of older
areas in the city. Now [(14] their neig-
hborhood is being threatened by a (15
privately owned business that tells them
that [16] their concerns are beyond their
control.

171 We are finding the DEIS to be 18
inadequate.It is too long and difficult to
19 read. The paging system slows down
any (20] desired referencing. In volume
7A and B [21] there are no page numbers.
The document is [22] incomplete and
does not represent the true
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1] facts that are of great concern to
Rochester.

121 For example, the Federal Medical 3
Center disputes your statement con-
cerning [4] vibration and its security
fencing. The fire [51 department has
serious questions about the [6] estimates
for stopping at railroad crossings (7] to
walit for trains. When the DEIS talks (s}
about concerns that exist here, there are
91 sadly seldom any solutions to the
concerns [10] stated. Take the example of
vibration on [11) houses in Rochester.

121 According to the DEIS, there [13] are
254 structures in Rochester that would
be 114 affected by vibration. Nowhere
does the DEIS {15] give assurance or make
recommendations that [16) the owners’
quality of life issues are going [171 to be
addressed. The DM&E has told these (18}
owners that it has no intention of buying
1191 their property. It is not fair to think
that (20 these structures will just be
allowedto [211 deteriorate overtime with
no help from the (22] railroad.
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111 These same structures and people [2]
willalso be bombarded with noise levels
131 above the accepted level of 65 dec-
ibels. 4] Nowhere does the DEIS discuss
the double 51 whammies these indiv-
iduals will endure. The 6] DEIS says that
the overall impacts to [71 business and
industrial land use are expected s} to be
positive. However, negative impacts (9}
potentially significant may occur to
certain [10] businesses adjacent to the rail
line.

(11] Listen carefully to representatives (12]
from the Mayo Clinic, the hotel industry
and (131 Pemstar. Again, there is no
suggestion or [14] recommendation as to
what can be done to (15] alleviate these
businesses that will be [16] negatively
impacted. It is not fair that one 17
business be allowed to harm another in
such a (18] manner.

[19) Do you consider the loss and impact
201 on these businesses when you are
considering [21] the economic impact of
the increased freight 22 traffic on Ro-
chester. The STB also needs
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(1] adequate time to develop some solu-
tions to 21 the problems that have been
raised in these (3] meetings and to
respond to those raising [4] these issues.

- Thank you.

151 MR. MIEDTKE: Iam Duane Miedtke. 6]
I am a retired professional engineer
living [7] on the other side of the tracks.I
am going 8] to spend a few seconds
talking about the EIS [9) in particularand
not addressing the issues [10] in depth to
the extent that it should as it (1] looks at
the impact. Let me give you two [12]
examples. First of all, in regard to air {13]
pollution. The City of Rochester is [i4]
designated as a nonattainment area due
to the (15] amount of pollution in the
downtown area. [16) The Draft Bovir-
onmental Impact Statement is [17] silent
regarding the excessive pollution that
118iwill be added to the already high level
by 91 the 90 to a hundred diesel
locomotives going [20] through down-
town every day.

[21] Further study will show that that [22]
amount of pollution will adverselyaffect
the
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{1] environment and be extremely det-
rimentalto 121the health of the citizens of
Rochester and 31 of Olmsted County.
Even with a bypass, the 4] amount of
pollution reached in Rochester will [s)
create a significant problem.
(61 Secondly, the traffic study speaks (71 to
the fact that we have a number of
blocked (81 intersections. Now, I live
north of town. (9] Every time I come into
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downtown I cross those (o] tracks.
Obviouslyif Iknow thatthere is (111 going
to be atrain ora possibility of a (12) train,
will divert my route, go over to [13]
Highway 52 and come across on the
overpass. [14] Except that Highway 52 is
already ovetloaded [15] with too much
traffic.

(161 We are already doing studies which
(171 say we have to upgrade it,and those
studies (18] did not include the impact of
the thousands [19] of us that live north of
the tracks that [20) would seek that route
in coming downtown. {211 From that
standpoint, from those two issues I [22]
think the whole Environmental Impact
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11} Statement needsto be rereviewed and
looked 2 atall the issues indepth and not
just 3] touching across the top of it.

41 Tamvery concerned that the local (5]
citizens are going to be expected to pay
for [¢) anyand all solutions to some of the
{71 -mitigating problems. I say if the
railroad (8] wants to come through, then
the railroad 91 should meet all the
criteria of overpass, [10] underpass, gates,
whatever,and the railroad 111 should pay
for it, not the citizens who are [12] going
to be adversely affected. Thank you.

(131 MS. BOYUM: My name is Sally Boy-
um. (14 I am a member of the Eastside
Pioneers (15 Neighborhood Association.

I was here this (1] afternoon and I |
listened to somevery (17 compellingand

some very emotional testimony. (18] You
might get some emotional testimony
right 1191 here.

1201 It’s been very difficult for me to [21)
see this divide between the county and
the 122) city.Part of what Twas going to say
is
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{11 that my Swedish great grandfather
came to [2] Rochester in the late 1800s,
and since then 3] six generations of my
family have called 41 Rochester home.

151 My Norwegian great grandfatheron (s]
the other side settled in Kasson, Min-
nesota. (7] So I really feel quite a tug here.
However, [8] I have a great stake in this
city which six 19 generations of my
family have called home. (10 My great
grandfather lived in the same [11] neig-
hborhoodnearthe railroad tracks where
I (121 currently have my home. My neig-
hborhood is (13] primarily comprised of
elderly people on [14) fixed incomes,
young families just starting [15] out, and
single-parenthead of households (16] like
myself. -

(171 The DM&E proposal will make [18]
everyday life truly unbearable in our [19]
wonderful neighborhood. I have seen
my [20] elderly neighbors be just dev-
astated and not (211 knowing where to go

and trusting that the (221 government is
going to do right by them. We
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(11 have alreadytalked about the 12 trains
per 2] day.

31 I think you heard it enough to
establish that no, we do not have that
many. 5] Come sit in my house and see
the three or [¢) four go by. The highest
numberIhave ever [7] seen is six. But one
of my neighbors 8] commented that if
we do have 37 trains a day, [9] it will be
one train every 40 minutes and (10) hone
of us will ever sleep again.

111] The increase in heavy coal train [12]
traffic will expose our neighborhood to
much 13] higherlevels of noise vibration
and an 114] increased risk of derailment.
Those of us [15] close to the tracks will
experience decibel (16 levels that HUD
considers unacceptable for (171 human
habitation.

(18] Our neighborhood has sandy soil. 119
Sand shifts. Those increased vibrations
will (20 wreak havoc on our foundations
and the (211 structure of our homes. But
we didn’t see (221 any mitigation forus for
noise and
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[1] vibration. So what are your recom-
mendations 2; to the railroad to com-
pensate for us to ;31 improve our homes
so we can survive the (4] assault of these
trains. We are the human 5] environment
of this city. We look to:you for ]
protectionfromthe destruction of our (71
quality oflife as surelyasany endangered
81 species. I would hope that you would
91 consider what you would want for
your family {10} and your home and your
neighborhood if you (111 were in our
place. I support a no build [12] policy.
1131 Rochester, Minnesota, in addition [14]
to having been home to several gene-
rations of [15] my family, is also home to
one of the most 116) important medical
institutions in the world, (17] the Mayo
Clinic. The world has benefited [18] from
Mayo’s medical discoveries. Coal train
191 traffic will make Rochester a less
desirable [20] place to live.

1211 Will we still be able to attract (22) the
same caliber of medical personnel that
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[1) have improved life for all people all
over [2] the world. How do you mitigate
the potential 3} loss of important medi-
cal discoveries. Thank [4] you.

51 MR. SOLEM: Good evening. My name
(61is Lyle Solem.Iwant to thank the Board
for [7) being here to listen toall of us.Ilive
in (81 Rochester. I have been here for a
number of (91years. This evening ITwould
like to share 0] with you a true ex-
perience. I was the 1111 Governor of

Kiwanis International for {121 Minnesota
and Dakotas’ district, which [13] includes
North Dakota, South Dakota and 4
Minnesota. As the governor of Kiwanis
you [15] have to travel all through those
three [16] states. You have to visit all the
clubs. 1171 Kiwanis is a service for our
communities.

(18] We were making this trip, we were
(191 up in North Dakota in November
1996. We were [20] in Jamestown, North
Dakota. We checked into (217 the motel
and we were unpacking our suitcases 22
when suddenly there was a noise. I
honestly
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(11 thought it was a tornado or a runaway
truck. ‘

{21 I talked to my wife. She couldn’t (3]
even hear me. You had to yell. We
opened up 4] the curtains and looked
out,and about a half ;5] a block to a block
away was the Burlington 16) Northern
train going through with all those (7]
hundred plus cars.It zoomed through. A
few [8) minutes later we were just
unpacking. A (9 while later another one.
{10] Well, that evening we had a banquet
111] which I was the keynote speaker.
Those [12) trains, I don’t know if they
were every hour, (131 half hour or what. I
can’'t honestly tell (14] you. But at the
banquetin that hotel you [15) had to stop
or you had to yell,because you [16] could
nothear, other people could not hear17]
you. ‘
(18] The two concerns that I really have
(191 with regards to this train coming
through [20] Rochester, is what will you
proposeto the ;211 DM&E to prevent this
from happening around [22) the houses
and the businesses, because they
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(11 will not hear anything when this train
comes 2} through.The second concernl
would have, [3] people that live there,
because the noise is 141 so high, the
decibellevelis so high,if 5itheybecome
deaf and filed a lawsuit, are you [
responsible or is DM&E for the loss of (7]
hearing?

181 In summary, the trains will be 91 flying
though Rochester and will bring no [10]
economic impact to the city, What they
will [11] bring is noise. You did ask for
solutions, [12] and I do have a solution.In
the power [13] business it’s referred to as
wheeling, when 114 you drop some
electricity on a line in [15] another area.
‘Why don’t we put this power [16] plant
right out at the Powder River Basin (17]
area and wheel that power out of there.
That [18] will save the pollution. It saves
the 119) railroad tracks.

zo1 I would like to take this 211 op-
portunity to thank you for letting me
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share [22) my experience with you.I say
stop the
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[1] train.
121 MR. VANSCOY: My name is Robert 3]
VanScoy.I have lived in Rochester for 34
[4] years. Actually, I grew up in a small
town [5] in Iowa called Osceola, Iowa,
about 50 miles (6] south of Des Moines. I
actually come from a (7] railroad family.
My fatherwasa railroad s official for the
Burlington Railroad, which [9) became
the Burlington Northern Railroad, [10]
which became the Burlington Northern
Santa Fe 1) Railroad. He still lives in
Osceola,Jowa, (121 which is on their main
line.
113] Every day 30 plus full coal trains (14]
go east through Osceola and 30 plus
empty (15] coal trains go west. out of
Osceola. I know [16] the numbers that
have been spoken about here (17] in our
meeting have been 30 total, thirty (18]
some total coal trains. But I have a 119
question, if the expense of putting in a
1201 double line ribbon rail line through,
will 1217 they really stop at thirty some
coal trains [22] per day.
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111 Secondly, we have all heard about (2]
the blockage of the crossroads, of the
roads. 3] That is a really serious problem.
You have (4 spoken about that before.
Some things, if (51 the trains actually
amount to seventy some [6] coal trains a
day,thenit’s more thanthe 7) thirty some
we have been talking about. (s} Fur-
thermore, when one train gets too close
to (91 the one in front of it, then it must
slow (0 down wherever it is. This
happens on the [11] railroad. So if it’s in
Rochester and it’s (12 too close to a train
ahead of it, it must 13) slow down in
Rochester. That's a serious [14] problem.

(151 Secondly, the doubles on the [16]
details,and a lot of the detailsare fine (17]
details that we probably don’t have time
to [18] deal with, but must be dealt with.
For 1o example, the vibration factor
interferes with [201 the MRI scanners. It
makes the MRI scanners [21] inaccurate.
With the new MRI scanners, it {221 makes
them even more inaccurate because
they '
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[1] are more sensitive to vibration.
(21 Another factor with respect to the 3]
Mayo Medical Center is that we have a
large 141 number of intensive care units. If
a (5] chemical spill orifa coal train spill (6]
occurs, the coal may be combustible on
its 71 own without anything setting it on
fire. 8] There is no place nearby to
evacuate all of 9] those people in the
intensive care units.
(101 So I do wish to thank the Surface [11]

Transportation Boatrd for coming here
and [12) listening to us.I hope they were
able to [13] see whata special community
Rochester is, [14) what a special place
Mayo Clinic is, not only [15] to Rochester
but to the United States, and [16] for that
matter, for the world, and what a 117]
disaster it would be if we have so many
coal 18] trains going through downtown
Rochester. (191 Thank you.

120 MR. ORLOWSKI: My name is Mark 121
Orlowski. I am speaking as a represe-
ntative [221 of myself and my family as
citizens of
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(11 Olmsted County and the State of
Minnesota.I 21 would like to address the
DEIS aspects of the (3 noise, safety,
economic justice, cultural 41 con-
siderations and health.In other words [5]
all the things that I consider to make up
6] quality of life issues for me and my
family.

(71 I think there have been a lot of 8] facts
and conflicting facts and opinions [9)
presented here today.But Iwonder how
many [10] people in this room have
actually seen unit [11] coal trains in
action. There have been a lot 12) of
comparisons to trains that currently run
1131 through this area. Really, physically
there [14] is no comparison. I have seen
unit coal [15] trains in opetation out in
Eastern Wyoming, (16} just west of Black
Hills.Isuggestif {17) anyone wants to take
a road trip they might 18] want to head
out there and see what these [19) things
are like. ‘

120; They are just huge. They can [21
stretch over a mile-and-a-half long. They
(221 are not pulled by one or two loc-
omotives.
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(1) Three or four locomotives. They are
just an (2] awesome thing to behold in
person.

3] One thing about them running 4]
through Eastern Wyoming is there is
very few (5] people out there. Iwant — I
would suggest [¢] to the STB members
that perhaps you might, if (71 you have
some time before you fly out of 8] here,
go to just a few blocks east of here [9]
where the tracks run through my neig-
hborhood [10] in east Rochester, There is
a nice [11] recreation trail there. It’s very
pleasant. ;121 The weather is not so great
now.

[13] But tell me how you see these units
4] being compatible with that neig-
hborhood [15] environment, because I
sure don't. I think [16] to say that we
should accept an upgrade of (17] this
scale through our city is like saying 18]
you should accept a high speed divided
(191 highway in front of your house

because you 120] always had car traffic
there.I think it’s 1211 ludicrous.

1221 Right now I live four blocks away
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111 from the current right of way. My wife
andI 21 canhearthe existing, three trains
B1approximately per day,when we have
our 4 windows open. To be duite
honest,it’s (51 really not an issue.Because
we know that (6] when that train is gone
we may not hear one [7) for days.

i8] But we are talking about every 40 [9]
minutes one of these coal trains coming
{101through our neighborhood at decibel
levels [11] from the charts I have seen,
about 15 1121 decibels more than the
current trains. This {13] is totally un-
acceptable froma quality of (14 life issue.
1 want to come out in opposition [15] to
this proposal.

(161 I am upset that this process has (17)
degenerated to pit the urban and rural
(18] citizens of this county against each
other. (191 But this proposal does not fit
the future of 20} this community or the
future of this nation. (21 Thank you.

1221 MR. RUPRECHT:I am not Kathy
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11 Ruprecht,asyou cansee.Tam David [2)
Ruprecht.Iwill speak for the both of us.
131 To let you know to begin with, I was
for the (4] upgrade on the train. We live
outside of [5] Lewiston about two miles.
‘Weheard on (6] television and the papers
that the switching (71 station was going in
on our property,or (8] between Uticaand
Lewiston, and we are right [9] square in
the middle. Nobody had talked to [10] us.
Nobody had said anything.
(11] The first time we met Mr. Kevin [12]
Schieffer was on the train. He was kind
(131 enough to take usforaride and show
us (141 where everything was going to go.
The second (15] time we saw Mr. Schief-
fer after he had said [16] to the media, if
the landowners don’t want [17] that, we
won’t put it in, we will move it [18]
someplace else.
[191 We met with him, the six [20] lan-
downers, Mr. Schieffer said it’s going in
121] between Utica and Lewiston. We
asked him 221 about eminent domain. He
told us, yeah, we
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(1] have the right of eminent domain but
we won’t 121 hold it over your head; we
will give the STB 31 Board two options to
put the switching 4 station and then we
will take it.
151 Now, on that map that you were (6]
given you will see where we live by that
(71 stat, north of Highway 14, They are
going i8] through all of our property and
they are [9] going to take 80 acres of our
ground. The [10] crop equivalency rating
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on those parcels (11] range from 94 to 98,
the top being a hundred, 12) which is as
high as it gets.

1131 They are forcing us on Highway 14
[14] to go a minitmum of 2.9 miles around
to get to (151 the other side of our
property. That is [16] going to take
roughly 30 to 40 minutes round 17] trip.
Two-thirds of our product has to go [1s]
one way or the other. We have 700
steers. [19] We have 520 acres and rent
another 200 acres. (200 Two-thirds of
everything has to go across or [21] now
around that track.

[22) We don’t travel. We travel very
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11] little on Highway 14 because of the
danger. 21 We cross Highway 14, take our
dirt road,go 31 downto the crushed rock
road on Township 13, [4] that they are
closing.After that is done, [5] it’s going to
be a mile — or almost three [6] miles to
the east, three miles to the west. (71 It
makes no difference. They throw us on
181 Highway 14. Not once was anything
ever [9) stated on the EIS reportabout our
safety.

(101 I beg you, please come down and see
[1ywhatweare talkingabout. I'will come
to (121 Rochesterand take you back down
there if you [13] would like and bring you
pack. But please (141 show what our
family is going through. I am [15] really
sorry if this bypass goes out in the [16]
country, to deal with Kevin Schieffer. I
117] really feel sorry for you. We know
from [18] experience.Thank you.

1191 MR. HEG: My name is Glen Heg.I [20]
am a farmer. Actually I farm with Dave.
(211 Dave’s farm has been in the family [22]
since 1941. We currently own 520 acres.
We
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(1] rent another 200 acres. We raise 700
dairy 121 steers from calf to finish. The
DM&E is [3) proposing to build a staging
yard beginning (4] one mile east of Utica.
It will continue (5] for 2.1 miles and then
1.3 miles west of 6] Lewiston. It will go
directly through our [71 property and
take 80 acres of our land.

18] What are the implications of that 9]
loss of acreage. First of all, they will (10
close all of the field roads and the
township [11] road, cutting off our direct
access to the [12] acres that lie south of
the tracks. Our 13] building site is one-
third on the south third 114 of the tracks
and two-thirds of our land is [15] on the
north side ofthe tracks. We will [16] have
to travel a minimum of 2.9 miles one way
171 with every load of grain that we
harvestand (18] every load of manure that
we haul. We will [19) either have to go
west toward Utica on U.S. j20) Highway
14, turn south on CountyRoad 18and [21]

go back east on Township road 10to our
land. (221 A minimum time of 40 minutes
per trip. '
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(1] Go east again on Highway 14 to a 2]
new field road that the railroad has
proposed 3] building. Go south, then
come back west to (41 our land, and go
easton Highway 14 to (s Lewiston, south
on County Road 29 and west on (6]
County Road 18 to get to our 80 acres to
the (71 south. This is not economically
sound.
8] Secondly, we live right on U.S. [9]
Highway 14. So that means that we are
(1o} traveling with tractors and other farm
(111 machinery on a very busy highway. It
has (121 been called the most dangerous
highway in [13] Minnesota. In 1998,
Minnesota Department of [14 Trans-
portation statistics say daily traffic (151 on
U.S. 14 west of Lewiston exceeds 5,000
16] cars and 370 heavy duty trucks.
That’s a (17] safety issue.
118] Thirdly, if this project is to be 19
completed there will be 12 tracks south
of my 20 house, at approximately 200
feet away. We [21] have three children
and we have real concerns [22] about
safety, both from the additional
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(11 traffic that 12 tracks and 37 trains per
day (21 will bring and from the transient
population [3] that such a facility would
draw.

(41 Dave’s parents live next to us. (5] They
also will have 12 rows of tracks to (6]
contend with., They have a beautiful
home in [7] the country built on three
acres that will (81 drop considerably in
value. With the noise, 197 dust, con-
gestion, and a loss of their [10] aesthetic
view, my parents are in (11] their 80s —
parents are in their 80s and [12) they
shouldn’t have to be afraid to open [13]
their doots.

4 In conclusion, there is some [15]
frustrations and concerns. Safety being
1i6] number one. In the 16 months since
'we have 117] heard about this project on
television the (18] DM&E has shown total
disregard for our [19] family’s safety and
from the safety of all 120] those who travel
between Utica and Lewiston [21] on
Highway 14.They should not be putting
us 1221 on U.S. Highway 14 with agric-
ultural ‘
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i11equipment.Iask whyshould yougrant
the (21 DM&E permission to proceed
with this project (31 when they have so
little regard for human [4] life. Again, I
extend that invitation to our (5] property.
Thank you.

61 MR. CAMPION: Good evening. My 7]
name is Michael Campion,andIam here

to (81 speak on behalf of my family in
opposition of 9] the railroad bypass as
proposed by the City (10 of Rochester.
This proposed upgrade onan (11 already
existing route has many issues [12] re-
volving around it. Environmental safety
(131 and quality of life, just to name a few.
(141 However, all these issues can be [15]
broken down and categorized into two
16} fundamental categories. The first
would be (171 those problems that can be
minimized and (18] mitigated by working
togetherand coming [19] togetherwith a
compromise on the existing [20] toute.
The second category involves those [21]
new problems created by a new pro-
plem that [22) cannot be mitigated by
working together.A
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(11 bypass creates a whole new situation.
It is 12; more harmful and detrimental
with factors (3] that cannot be mitigated.
41 With this framework in mind, I (51
would like to address several issues, [6]
including the overblown, highly ex-
aggerated (71 emergency vehicle re-
sponse time. However, [8] due to time
concerns I will focus on the [9] en-
vironmental concerns.On October 27th,
110] year 2000, President Clinton signed
the ny largest budgets ever for the
Department of (12] the Interior. President
Clinton is quoted as 113} saying, “This
agreement is a major step [14] toward
insuring communities the resources [15]
they need to protect pristine lands from
116] threatened farmland to wetland to
pristine (17] coastal areas.”

18) I mention thisbillas an example (191 of
how the bypass will create new [20]
environmental problems that cannot be
121) mitigated. The 34 mile bypass will (22]
consume 800 acres of pristine farmland
that '
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(11 the Interior Department was asked to
protect. 2 There is no way to minimize
this destruction. 31 Not only will the
bypass destroy farmland, it (4 will ir-
revocably damage and destroy wildlife
i1 habitat.

(6] Woodland and wetlands and 71 vul-
nerable prairie land will be degraded or
i8] lost. These are the very environments
the [9) Department of the Interior is
asked to [10] protect. Now the City of
Rochester wants you [11] to overrule the
Interior Departmentand move 1z1ahead
with this unnecessary and unwarranted
113] destruction of the environment.

1141 The environmental concerns on the
[15] existing rail line do not begin to
approach [16] the concerns of the bypass
line for the (171 simple fact that the rail
line is alreadyin 118 place.The increased
railtraffic issimply [191that,anincrease. A
bypass is a whole new [20] problem with
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new destruction. The [21] environmental
impact on a increase in rail (22) traffic on
an existing route, one that has

Page 361

m only five to six blocks of non-
commercial [2] development along it, is
nothing compared 3] with the des-
truction of the new habitats.

41 To summarize, the bypass actually (5]
creates motre problems that cannotbe 6]
minimized than it alleviates. The up-
grade on (7] the existing line has pro-
blems that can be (8] minimized with
cooperation between Rochester [9) and
DM&E. The solutions are much easier to
110] achieve simply due to the fact the
route is [11] already in place. Do not let
the rhetotic (121 being spread influence
your minds. Thank you 113} for your time.

1141 MS. MICHAELS:I am Jean Michael,
151 Vice-chair of the Olmsted County
Board of 16 Commissioners that un-
animously supports 17] option one.Iam
also a vice-chair of the [18] Envitonment,
Energy and Land Use Steering [19] Conr
mittee for National Association of [20]
Counties. Thank you for thisopportunity
to [21] make comments.

221 The manner in which the Draft
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m) Environmental Impact Statement
handles issues [2] related to geology and
threats to ground [3] water uality is
uninformed and misleading (4 and is
consistently biased in favor of the 5]
railroad’s proposal. The geologic an-
alysis 6] can be fairly characterized as
irresponsible (7] and reprehensible.

8] The consultant characterizes [9] sou-
thwestern Olmsted County as being part
of 1101 the prairie pothole region. In fact,
the [11] prairie pothole is an area of small
Iakesand 1121 pondsformedin flat,poorly
drained areas. (131 Olmsted County’'s
geology is characterized for [14] the most
part by well drained soils, (15] overlying
fractured, rapidly drained bedrock.

ne] Olmsted County is the only (17
Minnesota county with no natural lakes.
It’s pst as far from the prairie pothole
region as 1191 possible. It’s clear in the
analysis that (z0 southeastern Minnesota
did not receive the [21] care and attention
it deserves. The analysis [22) alleges a
threat to ground water quality from
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] hazardous material spills and sin-
kholes. 121 Consistent treatment of this
matter would 3] require the same con-
cern to be brought up in [4] connection
of the proposed rail yard between {51
Lewiston and Utica in Winona County.
That 6] Section on the geology and soils
of that (7) railroad site makes no mention
of the very (8] high sensitivity of the soils
to ground water [9] contamination.

o) In fact, limiting concern over [11]
ground water impacts to areas with high
1121 sinkhole probability significantly [13)
understates the threat to ground water
114] quality from hazardous material
spills. All [15] of the area of Olmsted
County underlaid by (6] fractured car-
bonate bedrock is karst. All of [17] it
provides an immediate conduit to [18]
underlying aquifers. Along the cutrrent
route [19] the aquifer at risk of con-
tamination is a (20} source of drinking
water for the population [21] of Olmsted
County. Threats to this aquifer [22] are a
serious concern to the health and
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(1] economic future of the entire county.
The (21 EIS does not recognize the
interconnectedness 3] of surfaces and
ground water in southeastern [4] Min-
nesota, Nearly all of the DM&E line in [5]
Olmsted County crosses land mapped as
highly (61 susceptible to ground water
pollution.

71 The EISalso does not recognize (8] that
the DM&E rail line crosses over the (9]
focus ground water recharge area
known as the 0] Decorah Edge. This is
the area identified by 1111 the U.S. Geol-
ogical survey as contributing (12 about
50 percent of the recharge of the [13]
aquifer supplying the drinking water for
1141 Olmsted County.

115] The rail line crosses the Decorah [16]
Edge west of Byron, crosses it again both
117] west and east of Rochester and
crosses it 4 (18] third time west of Dover.
Construction in [19] these areas has the
potential to interrupt (201 ground water
recharge and the natural (21) attenuation
processes that occur in this [22] setting.
Studies suggest that the soils and
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1] vegetation in the Decorah Edge sett-
ing are (2] responsible for nitrogen re-
moval from the 31 recharged water.
Ground water quality is (4] vital to the
healthand vitality of this ;5] region. There
is scant evidence that this [6] issue and
the related issues of geologic [7] setting
Decorah Edge hydrology and wetlands
i8] and karst created risks receive more
than 9] cursory attention from the con-
sultant charged [10] with evaluating the
environmental impact of [11] the railroad
proposal. Until this issue is (121 studied
adequately, the Surface [131 Trans-
portation Board should find it (14 im-
possible to make an informed decision
on [15] the matter before you. We don’t
want our [16] area to be the poster child
for ruined [17] communities caused by an
out of control 18] railroad fostered by

nonexistent federal [19 legislation.
Thank you.
201 MS. VRIEZE: Good evening. My

name [21] is Mary Vrieze and I strongly

oppose the [221bypassaround Rochester.
My husband and I
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11 reside in rural Eyota. Our home is
located 21 approximately 1500 feet to
the west of the p] bypass. Our home
resides on farmland that’s (4 beenin the
family for over 40 years. We (5] live in a
third generation home.

161 My husband’s parents live 71 approx-
imately three-fourths of a mile to the (8]
west. They reside on the Vrieze family
farm. (9] This farm has been in the family
for 110 approximately 60 years. Farming
is a part of [11) the Vrieze heritage.

1121 We have been told the line could be
113 placed a half mile either way fromthe
(14] bypass. That would mean my home,
my third 115} generation home would be
destroyed. Tell me [16] how can I be
mitigated for losing three (171 gene-
rations of history, family and love for (18]
this home and farm land. You can’t.

1191 Any placement of the rail lane on [20]
anyof the farm land in thisarea willneed
121] to deal with the sink- holes and karst
1221 topography. I challenge the STB and
DM&E to
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[1] visit area farms affected by the bypass
and [21ask to see the number of sinkholes
on each 31 property.Qurplan wasto take
pictures of (4] the sinkholes but a roll of
film wouldn’t be [51 enough to coverthe
number of sinkholes (6] around the area.
You can’t stop them. They [7] continue to
show up in the fields and around 8] our
home.

191 I would like to know how the STB [10]
and DM&E plan to deal with the ex-
tremely (11} large number of sinkholes. I
believe there [121is no way to ensutre safe
construction and 13} operation of rail
line through this area due [14] to the
sinkholes.

151 In looking at the Vrieze family [16]
farm land, derailments are likely due to
117] sinkholes. Derailments can cause
pollution (18] to our water supply, dam-
age to the 119] environment and damage
to propertyandfarm 20land. Icannotbe
mitigated for my family [21] being pois-
oned because our water was [22] con-
taminated as a result of a train
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1] derailment.

121 My husband needs to cross the rail i3]
line, or would be if the proposed bypass
14 passed, approximately 40 times per
month in (51 order to go just to wotk at
the Dover-Eyota (6] High School.I myself
would need to cross [7] the rail line at
least 80 times a month. My (s} brother-in-
law,who livesabout a mile to the (91 west,
would also need to cross about 80 times
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[10] per month in order to go to work.
My nieces [11] and two nephews attend
school in Eyota. (121 Their school bus
would pass at least 40 times 13} per
month to go to school.I'm not willing [14]
to chance my husband’s family and my
family [15] members’ lives that the acci-
dent frequency 161 will fall below the
SEA’s level of [17) significance. A life can
never be mitigated.

(18] If the rural residents affected by [19]
the bypass do not pay for the proper
cross (z0] guards with the money out of
their pocket, [21] then they are going to
pay with their lives. (221 I am not a U.S.
Senator, a former Vice

Page 369

111 President, chiefjustice of the supreme
2] court, mayor of Rochester or ex-
ecutive at the 3] Mayo Clinic. I am a
resident and taxpayer of 14 Olmsted
County. I work for a nonprofit (5] or-
ganization and my husband is a school (6]
teacher. Our goal in life is not to make (7]
money. Our goal in life is enjoy our
family, 8] our heritage and our farm land.
‘We do not [9] have deep pockets, nor a
loud voice. However (10] Turge the STB to
give my comments as much [11] weight
and consideration as those in higher [12]
positions. Thank you.

1131 MR. VRIEZE: My name is Dan Vrieze.
[14] As my wife stated, I am a resident of
Eyota (15 Township,Section 20.Iamalso
strongly [16] opposed to the bypass. Our
property has been [17] in the family for
three generations. I grew [18] up on a
family farm and I have hunted this [19]
area my entire life.

1201 It’s obvious there is a need for [21]
upgraded raillines in thisarea to haul (22
farmers’grainand coal for electricity. But
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111 I also oppose the bypass. This would
pose [2] many obsttuctions, obstructions
to the 3] movement of farm equipment.
4] Our personal house, the rail line (5]
would wrap around it and block the
north, (6] south and east crossings, exits
from our [71home.Inaddition,Thave four
family (8] members that are buried in the
Eyota (91 cemetery. Excuse me. I would
not like to [10] see their graves moved.
111} The karst topography,Italked toa (12]
few farmersinthearea,and justinthe (13
proximity of myhome we found 20 open
114] sinkholes. There is no way to avoid
these (151 with tracks on a bypass.There
are instances [16] of bumps on County
Road 23 and Interstate 90 (17] that the old-
timers will tell you that there (18] are
sinkholes underneath these bumps.
They 1191 do nothing but get worse. The
DOT tries to [20] fix them, and it also has
little effect.

121] In addition to the possible (221 der-

ailments and pollution of the ground
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(11 water,ourwellonour place needed to
be 12] replaced a year ago because the
well was 3] polluted. How many more
instances of this (41 may we have if the
bypass goes through. It’s (5] obvious that
the area needs upgraded rail [6) beds,and
the trainand the cargo that they 7 carry.
The City of Rochester should not ]
expect rural citizens to sacrifice land
when (9 the rail bed already exists. I
strongly urge [10] the STB to reject the
bypass.

111 MR. LARSON:I am Larry Larson, 112
president of Mower County Farm Bur-
eau. I am [13] representing the Farm
Bureau and my concerns [14] for the
farmersin our community. DM&E is a [15]
veryimportantasset to our communities
and (16} the opportunity to upgrade this
rail line is [17] exciting to me. This is an
opportunity to [18] strengthen the eco-
nomy of many local (1991 communities
beyond our vision. It will [20] strengthen
commodity prices that farmers [21) re-
ceive along this line. It will bring (22)
opportunities for expanding markets for
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11 businesses that already  exist and
create [2] opportunities for new business
to develop.

3] We cannot foresee what those (4
opportunities are unless we allow the
DMA&E 151 expansion. The entire country
has already (61 lost because of decreasing
rail service,and (71 it has been damaging.
Qur little town of (8} Sargeant lost its rail
several years ago, [9] landlocking us to
lower commodity prices due [10] to the
poor efficiency of trucks. The 111} op-
portunities to ship west, south and north
[12] are gone,

113) Health and safety are also a [14] factor.
Without the rail, many more trucks (1]
willbe added to the already crowded (16]
highways. Do you realize that each
hundred (177 car unit train transports [18]
approximately 300,000 bushels of grain
with [19] one engine. Take that away and
add over 330 [20] semis to already crow-
ded highways, adding [211 more - fuel
burned and a lot more car/truck [22)
accidents.

- Page 373
1 If you go to Chicago you will see [2 rail
all over that town. But you can build 3]
bridges and underpasses. It works in 4
Chicago. I believe it will work in (5]
Rochester. Thank you.

16t MR. FLEMING:I'm Kevin Fleming.1 7]
live just a few blocks from here.Iam (8]
disappointed in this process. The STB
has 91 had two-and-a-half years to write
5,000 o1 pages. We have 90 days to
comment and three (11} minutes to

speak. I am disappointed in the 1z
process that seems designed to divide
our [13] communities and thus conquer
them.The STB (141asThave come to learn
isgovernment bythe [15]train companies
for the train companies. [16] That Ro-
chester and Olmsted County will be (171
forced to bear costs and risks without
any [18] real say by an unelected Board.
That is the 1197 essence of taxation
without representation. 200 The very
tyrannythat wasfoughtat the birth (211 of
this country.

(221 We feel threatened by risks not of
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(1] our own making. Qur concerns have
been (2] trivialized, downplayed or ig-
nored. Our 3] fears are not allayed by
telling us that they (4 are unfounded.
151 The promises of risk management (6]
have been shockingly, laughably in-
sufficient (71 and small. Indeed, by the
language offered (8] in the DEIS, un-
enforceable. Precisely 9] because the
STB exists as a proponent of this [10]
project, their interpretation of the risk
and [11] mitigation requirements are not
credible. [12] Rather as proponents they
are favoring [13] assumptions about risk
that decrease the (141 likelihood orignore
them altogether. For [15] example, the
discussionsabout vibrationand (16 noise
as has been mentioned are simply called
171 difficult to mitigate. -
(18] While those who live east of the [19]
Mississippi might benefit from the
DM&E 200 expansion, Rochester and
Olmsted County will (211 be forced to
bear all of the associated [22] risks, thc
n01sc the loss of quality of
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(11 life, traffic accidents, emergency dis-
ruption [2) without compensation. In-
stead, those who win [3] by this proposal,
DM&E, the power companies [4] and
regions eastward should be willing to
pay 151 for all of the associated costs. The
fact (6] is, the real total cost of this coal is
far(71higherthanhasbeen stated.But the
STB and 81 DM&E have pushed all the
costs on Rochester. 9] Of course coal is
cheaper if you don’t have [10] to pay for
the cost incurred in obtaining it. [11) If
this development is truly necessary and
(121 valued by society,and we have heard
that 113) this is not the case, then those
who gain 1141 should compensate those
who stand to lose. [15) Those who profit
must bear all of the costs, 116) not those
suffering from the risks.

(171 This project is very much like [18]
putting a super highway right through
the 119] centerofthe city. That was said by
(201 representative Gil Gutknecht over a
year ago. 121} The risks of this project are
not just (22 difficult to mitigate, they are
impossible to
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(1) mitigate. But they can be ignored. This
121 should not be built.

31 MR. RADUNZ:Good evening. My
name [4] is Steven Radunz.Iamhere tobe
in (5) opposition to the proposed bypass
by the City 6] of Rochester. In October
1998, a number of [71 people in the
community became involved in 18] this,
when they learned that the city and (9]
some officials had drawn up and pro-
posed a [10] bypass route. There were
several routes, and 11) they were whit-
tled down to two orthree,or (12 we don’t
really know because there are maps 13]
floating all over.The map that we are [14]
responding to isthe one that’sinbook 5.
1151 The insensitivity of city [16] leadership
was put upon rural residents in [17]
committees that were formed to study
this [18] bypass issue. We had no voting
(191 representation onany committee. We
were so [20} outnumbered that our vote
meant nothing.

[21] Again, city leadership in (221 sen-
sitivity heightened for me on Christmas
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(11 Eve when my father-in-law received a
letter (2] sent to all affected households,
telling them 3] that they might get
$15,000 to help them 4 relocate. That
letter was written on [5] December 24th
of 98, Christmas Eve day.

[6) Another part of that letter states (71 the
main foundation of employment base for
81 the City of Rochester and for this
entire (9] area is based on the services
provided by the [10] Mayo Clinic and their
ability to compete with 11} health care
providers and quality communities (12
throughout the state, the United States
and 1131 internationally. We want to insure
that they [14] continue to choose Ro-
chester. Many patients [15] come to
Rochester for that reason. Over 40 [16]
percent of the area jobs are provided by
the [171 medical care and hotel industry
in Rochester. (18] Thirty-four coal trains a
day have a serious [ig] effect on the
attractiveness of the community [20] and
for patients seeking medical care.

(211 What are the motivations for a [22]
bypass. Greed and selfishness. See my
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11 needs, see my point of view. Are safety
[1issues and emergency response issues
of less [3] importance to rural residents
than city (4] residents. Is a life less
importantinthe [5) ruralareas thaninthe
cities. I think not.

(61 Rochester is a unique city. It is, 7] as
you have heard, a company town, with
the 18) Mayo being its driving engine.
Mayo’s 191 powerful influence is felt and
extended 10} through the city, state, and
county [11] government and policy and

decisionsare made (12 by these officials.
(131 I beg you to just keep it simple in [14]
your decision making process. Read
your DEIS [15] that you have now. Thank
you very much.

1161 MR. BJORGUM: My name is Bruce
(171Bjorgum. My wife andIlive in rural (18]
southeast Rochester, approximately hal-
fway (191 between the cutrent DM&E
railroad tracks and (201 the proposed
DM&E bypass route. I speak as [21].an
individual.I speak against the Rochester
1221 bypass. I speak against the entire
proposal.
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(11 I speak in favor of the no action 2]
alternative. Rochester, Minnesota, is a [3]
unique city. If the original Dr. William 4]
Worrall Mayo had not come to Rochester
136 (5] years ago this city would be just
another (6] rural Minnesota city.

(71 Thinking out of the box is in vogue (8]
these days. Let’s try some. It’s baffling (9]
to me why the DM&E railroad folks
didn’t 110) think out of their box orig-
inally. Why they 11} didn’t realize the
uniqueness of Rochester, (121 Minnesota
and the Mayo Clinic and say to [13]
themselves, you know, this city is a
special (141 place, if we make plans to
avoid problems [15] there, this proposal
will probably go a lot [16] smoother. The
Surface Transportation Board [17) might
think out of the box and would say, you
18} know, this Powder River Basin ex-
pansion (19] project is a lot like a prison
inmate task of [(20) moving a pile of rocks
from point A to point [211 B. The STB
should consider tabling the 122] Powder
River Basin expansion project
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(1indefinitely onthe basis that nothing is
121 known about what will happen to
millions of 3] tons of coal that this
railroad would deliver 4] to Winona. I
would hope that the Surface (51 Trans-
portation Board would not wantto see [6]
any decision of theirs used perversely as
(71 justification for some equally poor
decisions (8] made elsewhere by others.
191 For example, isn’t it conceivable [10]
that coal piling up in Winona might be
used (111 as justification for some en-
vironmentally (121 unsound coal trans-
portation projects down the [13) Mis-
sissippiRiver orin the eastern United 14
States because we couldn’t just let the
coal [15] sit there. If nothing else, as stated
in 16} footnote 11 on page ES 22 of the
executive [17) summary of the Draft EIS it
would seem to be [18] within the Surface
Transportation Board’s [19] purview to
consider and balance the proposed [20]
economic advantages of this project
against [21] the equal or greater econo-
mic harm done to [22] corporations and
communities along the
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{11 proposed route.

12) So finally, what are we left with. 3) We
are left with the DM&E Railroad, a [4
shameful and unneighborly corporation
asking (51 you to apply process and laws
that are out of [¢] step with the 21st
Century for the purpose of [71 approving
a project that taken by itself is [8) without
merit.

191 This project should be rejected [10]
outright for many good reasons.But from
the 111 perspective of Rochester, Min-
nesota, and the (121 Mayo Clinic, an
institution of international (13] repute as
well as the economic dynamo for [14]
Minnesotaand the upper midwest,foran
{151 agency of the United States federal
[16] government to make any decision
that might [17] negatively impact this
important medical (18] center directly or
indirectly would be [19] obscene.

1201 MR. ELTON: Yeah, my name is Jim [21]
Elton.Iam the present chairman of the
High 1227 Forest Township. As a High
Forest Township
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111 official, land owner and concerned
parent,I 21 oppose the DM&E bypass for
these reasons. 31 Number one, 90
already dissects High Forest (4] Township
and dead ends many roads.This (s1would
only dead end more roads, causing (6]
dangerous situations for school buses
and 71 fire and rescue vehicles. It would
also 18] delay both services as well.

191 I was just handed a sheet here a [10]
while back that the Stewartville School
(11] District, the buses would cross 168
times a [12] day alone. Also, farms would
be blocked [13] between 90 and the
railroad tracks if this [14] went in, the
bypass went in.

115)1Number two,farms would be split, [16]
causing problems and hardships, suchas
[17) farmers would lose their building
sites, (18] homes and travel many miles to
do their crop 1191 land.

1201 Number three,on highways 14,63 [21)
and 52 there would be no overpasses,
which 221 would cause many delays not
only for fire and
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[1) rescue butalso for many people going
and 21 coming home from Rochester.
Rochester has to 3] remember that a
large portion of their work |4 force is
outside of Rochester.,

(51 Transportation and maintenance [6]
costs would also increase, which would
puta 71burden on everyone affected by
the bypass. 8] This would cause a trickle
down effect from [9} the cities, to the
townships, which would (10] create new
taxes.

(111 In closing, with all the money [12)
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spent on opposing this project, Ro-
chester [13] could have helped pay for
overand 1141 underpasses, sound barriers
and be whistle [15] free through Ro-
chester. Thank you.

116) MS. KEELER: Hi.My name is Lynn [17]
Keeler.Iam justd concerned citizen and
I 118) live just a few blocks away from
here. My (191 home is like just a half a
block away from 120) the railroad. As it is
now, just three [211 trains that come
through, my house does 221 vibrate. I
can’'t imagine what it would be
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111 like to have 37 trains come barreling
through (2] all the time. I really question
what kind of ;3] sleep that I would get.

141 I think my other concern is the (5] fact
thatthe schoolage children that come [6]
through,they walk, they ride their bikes,
(71and also the buses,and how the safety
would (8] be with that. I see children on
occasion now 9] with the trains coming
through and at a p0] slower rate, will
jump on a box car on one [11] block and
jomp off at another. I can see [12] them
still trying to challenge to do that [13]
with these trains barreling through at 50
[14] miles per hour. Or hurrying to run to
beat [15] the trains so they can get to
schoolontime.[16] Thatis just something
that — Ithink safety (171 issomething that
is not really addressed.

1181 I don’t think that vibrations or [19] the
pollution issue was that much ad-
dressed. [20] I really think we definitely
we need an [21] extension just SO we can
lookat the impact [22] statement because
I just can’t decipher all
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(11 that. It’s just a huge amount of
volumes, [2] and I really think we need
like a six-month [3] extension, not Janu-
ary 5th or even 90 days. 4 I think we
really need to take a good hard (51 look at
what is there. I think the one thing 6]
that’s been bothering me tonight is I 7]
consider Olmsted County and even the
cities 8] that are outside of Olmsted
County our [9] communities. It’s really
bothering me how we (10} are dividing
ourselves between what the City [11] of
Rochester wants and what the people
want [12) that are being affected by the
proposed [13] bypass.

141 preferjust to see this not 1) happen
at all. I think we can build a power [16]
plant outin Wyoming. We can wheel the
(17) electricity. We can look at wind
power as (18} another form of energy.
Coal is a pollutant [19] in itself, I think we
need to look at other [20] forms of energy.
This vein is supposedly [21] going to be
dryin 10years.Sowhyare we (22 putting
a billion dollars into rail and turn
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(11 around and it is not going to be
productive [2] in another decade. This is
the 21st Century. 3} There are cleaner
forms of energy available. (4] I really think

if we are going to have to put (5] up with

upgrades,that the DM&E doesneed to 16)
pay for the overpasses and the under-
passes 71 and the protective walls and
sound barriers.

18] I personally do not understand why 9]
we as a community have to go ahead and
put up [10] with a corporation and that
their needs are [11] more important than
safety.Ireallytruly (12 believe that safety
needs to be rural and [13] here in towns.
So I propose to just not have [14] this
upgrade at all. Thank you.

(151 MR. BERMEL: My name is Jerry (6]
Bermel. First of all T would like to [17]
compliment and commend you folks for

taking (18] your time. It's obvious that-

your work on [19] this Draft EIS was a big
job and certainly 120 work to go on. So
thank you.
[21] Also, to preface my remarks I would
1221 like to sympathize somewhat with
those folks
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(1] in the Lewiston area. I think it shows
that 21 there is a whole lot of work to be
done. 3) It’s a huge project. It's a major
project. 4] There are areas like that that
have to be [5 attended to. A few bricks
don’t make a 16 building. That's ob-
viously an area that has 7] to be attended
to yet.

8) T am a resident of the city of (9] Eyota,
which is the next city east of [10] Ro-
chester on the DM&E line. I was a
member [11] of the Traffic and Safety
Subcommittee of the [12) Rochester and
Olmsted County DM&E task force. (131 I
was also a member of the committee that
4] represented the City of Eyota which
(15] negotiated our community agreem-
ent with the (16§ DM&E. During the
process of negotiating the [171 com-
munity agreements I also had the [1s]
opportunity to join with the cities of [19]
Lewiston and Kasson for some of their
work.

200 On that note I would hke to 121
commend the DM&E and Mr. Schieffer
for their 221 willingness to Work with
affected
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[1] communities. It was a good process
that for 2] the most part worked. The
City of Eyota has 3] one of the very few
side tracks where trains (4] can pass each
other on the entire DM&E (5] system.
Because of this we routinely get [6) trains
thatare slowing;stopping and backing (7]
up.This causeslong waits.Some as much
i8] as 15 and 20 minutes on Highway 14,

Center (91 Street and County Road 7.

(10] With the railroad upgrade, and as 11
agreed upon in our community agreem-
ent, this 112) siding system and the con-
gestion it causes [13] will be eliminated. I
must also note that in (141 Eyota our
crossings are routinely slowed and [15]
delayedastrain cars loaded with coalare
1161 sided, stored and jockeyed before
they are (171 brought into the City of
Rochester for their (18] coal fired elec-
trical generating plan.

(191 In Byota we are regularly [20] in-
convenienced by Rochester’s coal ship-
ments. (211 But as a good neighbor, we
haven’t (221 complained.Most of the very
concerns that
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11 many have brought forth today are
concerns (2] because their local gov-
ernmental 3] representativesand leaders
have failed in [4) their responsibility to
this community. They (5] have had the
opportunity to negotiate, to (6] mediate
these concerns with the DM&E, but (7]
have continually shunned that op-
portunity [8] while belittling, vilifying
and otherwise [91 ridiculing the DM&E
cotrporation.

(10 Over the last two years the [y
Rochester community could have been
(121 negotiating for grade separations, a
[13] communication system integrated in
the law 14 enforcement center dispatch
or the dispatch [15] center and other
important concerns. In the [16] past two
years I was personally told by a [17]
supervisor for Gold Cross ambulance
that they (18] may have to make ad-
justments for the upgrade, (191 but they
would continue to serve this area [20]
with top notch emergency medical ser-
vice and (211 they would not join in
causing fear to area [22] Citizens.
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111 To close, this would be a (2] treme-
ndous piece of transportation [3] infras-
tructure that would benefit all of us. (4 I
urge you to permit this proposal to
become 5] a reality on its present cor-
ridot, Also, I (6] would like to discourage
the extension of 7] the 90 day comment
period. I think it’s (8) adequate. We have
been working on it two [9] years and we
pretty well all know what the 110 con-
cerns are. Thank you.

1111 MR. NELSON: Ladies and gentlemen,
121 we are glad you are here and
hopefully this [13] meeting will be in-
formative to you. We are [14] just trying to
relay some of our concerns. [15] My hame
is Rollie Nelson.Iamonthe Rock [16] Dell
Town Board. I happen to be a 17
supervisor.Iamhere just in honor of our
(18] constituents in the Rock Dell Town-
ship.
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(191 Some of the things that we would be
1201 concerned about would be road
closings. One (211 of the bigger dete-
rmining factors would be (221 statute
number 219073, which says that less
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111 than a hundred cars used in any one
day,the [z1road would stand to be closed.
This would 31 probably cover most of
our township roads. 4] This would be a
definite, you know, disaster [5] to our
town people. _

6] Some of the other things we are [7]
concerned about is the fact that it would
up 8 the cost of our maintenance
considerably, in 1) fact dramatically. It
would impait the [10] grading, the fire
protection, the loss of a [11] tax base,
snowplowing, postal service, and [12]
school bus routes. The railroad would
split, (131 disrupt, and possibly annihilate
numerous [14] businesses, namely farm-
ing,which isthe [151biggest source of our
food supply. There is 16 a real need fora
decision to be made (171 immediately.
18] In closing, the summary, the City [19]
of Rochester has no right in theit au-
thority 120) to cast their problems out in
the rural area [21] on to our rural people.
Thank you.

1221 MS. CARLSON: My name is Joyce
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11 Carlson. This is a very personal
statement. {21 My husband Harley and I
have lived in (3] Rochester northeast for
42 years. We love (4] living in Rochester
and are truly sickened by (5] the thought
of 30 to 40 coal trains going (] through
our wonderful city every day.But it (7] is
not the degradation of the city by coal 8]
trains that I wish to address tonight, but
t91 the real danger to life itself. We have
o] numerous grandchildren who come
to visit us (1] often. Several have had
serious breathing [121 problems. Three
times in aboutas many years (13] we have
had to rush them to the emergency [14]
room at Saint Marys Hospital. A delay of
1151 five to 10 minutes could be fatal in
these [(16] situations.

1171 My blood runs cold when I think of
[18] waiting fora mile long train to passas
our [19] grandchild is gasping for breath.I
come (207 from Montana. I have seen
these mile long [21] trains and I know
how long ittakes themto (22} pass.When
you have a choking child or a
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111 bleeding child or a child who has just
121 swallowed poison, it takes an eternity
for i3] these coal trains to pass.
141 There are hundreds of such children
1s) in northeast and northwest Rochester
who need (6] emergency room attention
every yeat, whose [7] lives will be threat-
ened by these trains. s 8] the DM&E and

the Surface Trahsportation Board ]
willing to take responsibility for the
lives, 110} yes, even the deaths of these
children. This [11] is a very real problem.
Thank you.

f121 MS. BRADTUS: Thank you for this
(13] opportunity. Thank you for coming
here.I (14 rise in support of the no build
alternative. 15 My name is Nancy Brad-
tus. I served in the [16] state senate of
Minnesota representing the [171 City of
Rochesterand Cascade Township for 17
(18] years.Thave served eight yearsonthe
119 State Higher Education Board. Now I
am proud (20} to serve as the vice-chair of
the Citizens to (211 Stop the Coal Trains. 1
wish this committee [22] did not need to
exist. It is with great
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11sadness that I heard tonight the kind of
121 remarksand the acrimonythatisfeltin
our (3 beautiful dear city of Rochester
and the 4 wonderful county in which
we are located.

1s1 First off,Iimplore you to extend (6 the
comment period another 90 days bey-
ond [7] January 5th, 2001, in light of the
two-yeat, (8) two-and-a-half year period
that the STB had 191 to produce the five
thousand plus page, 65 110] pound draft.I
think it would be only fair 111 to extend
our time to comment. I have heard [12]
every person who has testified today.
have (3] been deeply touched by the
testimony on both (14 sides.But the crux
of this issue really (151 comes down to the
loss of jobs.

116 When the wotld, and the United 7]
States of course, hearsthat Rochester, [18]
Minnesota, where patients come bec-
ause it is (191 a clean, peaceful, quiet,
crime free city, (20 whenthey come here
for their medical care [21] and find out
that we have 37 trainsa day, (221 with train
whistles every 40 minutes,
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(1] obviously some of them are not going
to [2] return here as patients because
there are 12 31 other medical institutions
of just about 4] equal quality.

(51 When Mayo loses patients, they will (6]
have to make layoffs. It is true, when
Mayo (7] has fewer patients, the hotels
are not [g] filled, nor are the restaurants,
nor are any (91 other business entities. I
beg the STB to (101 choose the no build
aiternative. Thank you [11] very much.
121 MR. FLYNN: Good evening. I am (13}
Matt Fiynn. T am an Olmsted County [14]
Commissioner, and I represent two-
thirds of [15] this county, pretty much all
the land mass [16] outside of City of
Rochester.

1171 Obviously the train now covers 50 (18]
percent of my district. A bypass would
(19} cover 95 percent of the district. Aswe

look [z0] at it in the outer city limits, there
is no 21 difference between a Stew-
artville or Hayfield [221 school bus or
Rochester school bus or a South
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111 Dakota school. The situation does not
solve [2] itself by moving tracks.

131 In the political jurisdiction,you [41 can
argue one way or the other.I can give (5]
you relay medical time delays every-
where.[6 The problemiswe havetoface
reality and (71 solve the problem where
we have got the [g] current track. That is
where it comes down 19] to your Board.I
have to make decisions at a [10] county
level. You have to make a decision [11]
soon or the split continues in the mid-
west on [12] this railroad track. It's been
two years, [13] make the decision. If you
make a decision to [14] upgrade the
tracks, make the precautions that (15 are
necessary along the route or deny it and
116] get on with it. Life goes on and we
have got 117 to make a decision. Thank
you.

118} MS. BREEN: My name is Carol Breen.
1191 I live about two-and-a-half blocks
fromthe [201track.Iam married with two
children. It [21] really scares me because
the tracks, we can 22 hear the train, it
wakes us up now in the
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11 middle of the night. Doesn’t matter
when it 2] is. My kids and I ride bike and
the bike 3] path crosses that track very
many times. I (4] am very wotried about
that. It’s very much a (5] danger.

61 I have seen the attitude of the (7]
engineers now, which is not good.Thave
181 seen them on Broadway pull up until
the rails 191 go down, they sit on the side
of the track (10 and they wait until the
traffic backs up. (11] Then they back up.
They never go across the [12] street. To
me that’s a really bad attitude [13] to start
with.

1141 Yesterday I got stuck in traffic, (15] the
train was goingacross the main trackand
116] the siding at the same time. So the
people 1179 who were watching the main
track with the red (i8] lights and bars
down, but the siding did not 119 have
that. A car went around me and did not
120 see it.It just was really close to getting
1211 hit. They were not slowing down.
They 1221 didn’t care whether you were
on the track or
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(1] not.
121 I am also a nurse in this town,and 1311
take care of handicapped people. There
is (41 a building about two blocks from
the tracks (51 on Broadway that housesall
handicapped. 161 They have electric
wheelchairs. They have (71 regular
wheelchairs. They take those chairs (8]
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and they go across the track downtown.
191 A lady just a while back got her [10]
wheelchair stuck in the track and could
not 111 get out until somebody came
along. If the [12] train comes along at 50
miles per hout, she [13] won't have a
chance. It happened to be 141 coming
slow and somebody got her out in time.
1157 That is really bad, because the
wheelchairs [16] that are heavy, you
cannot lift. Even if you [17] are there to
help them, you can’t get them (18] off the
track because they are heavy.

119] Also, mry parents who are seniors (20
live onthe otherside of town. Theyhada
i211 fire last year, and the fire department
told [2z1themiftheyhad notgotten there
under five
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11 minutes, which is what they did, they
would (2] have lost the whole house. But
because they 131 could get there, the
house was saved and they (41 were all
right.

151 We just don’t need the coal train. (6] I
don’twantto see it ruin Wyoming.I don’t
[71 want to see it ruin Rochester. I don’t
want [g] to see it ruin the country, the
farms. I (9] don’t want the bypass. We
don’t need it. We 10 just don’t need it.
When the DEIS is 5,000 111) pages and
only 28 of them, you know, address [12]
any of the problems, and then they are
not (13] solved, you know, we really need
an [14] extension, at least six months. I
really (151 would like to see this train just
stopped. (16] We do not need it. Thank
you.

(171 MR. SCOTT: My name is Benjamin [18]
Scott.Iamaffiliated with the Citizens [19]
Against the Rochester Bypass. I own a
farm 20] in Section of 34 Salem Township
here in (217 Olmsted County. My great
grandfather 221 homesteaded the farmin
the 1860s coming from
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(1) western New York with land patents
purchased (2] during the administration
of Abraham Lincoln.

131 By profession I am a priest in the [4
Episcopal church. I have been a dioc-
esan js staff memberandrepresented for
10 years the [6) Episcopal Bishop and
congregations all- across [71 southern
Minnesota. Among the tasks in my s
ministry I have been one of the people
sent [9] in to a congregation when there
was a good (101 old fashioned church
fight.

11 I believe that there are many [12)
parallels between that kind of experi-
ence in [13] a local congregation and the
conflictwhich 141has emerged between
town and country over the 15) expans-
ion of the DM&E railroad. There is a [16]
good old fashioned fight between town

and [17] country going on, which has
escalated far (18] beyond the issues of the
railroad.

(191 Now, it makes good sense to me, 1 [20)
believe we have aneed,to have allthe 121
people in Olmsted County encourage
the 22 railroad to investin the expansion
of the
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(11 railroad industry and develop its
services [2] for the prosperity of both
town and country. (3] After all, the
railroad passes through both [4 rural
townships as wellas the city and it [s1has
contributed to the growth and deve-
lopment (6] of both town and country for
125 years.
(71 The railroad’s prosperity will only (8]
contribute to everyone’s prosperity. The
(9] railroad’s decline diminishes both the

* city [10] and rural areas. It has been the

railroad’s [11) intentions since the beg-
inning to make a (121 large capital in-
vestment all across Olmsted 13} County.
We can encourage the DM&E to make
1141 the best of their intentions and for us
to [15] get the most out of its investment
for [16] everyone in the county.

(171 So what'’s the fighting all about. 18 It
only impedes the quality of life for (191
people in both town and country. It
breaks (201 down the working relation-
ships in our (211 political system and
deters economic [22] development and
change for all of us.This
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(1 fighting is really about power and
control.[21 Ithas escalated far beyond the
issues of the 3] railroad.

4 In rural Olmsted County global [5)
factors way beyond the control of local
6 agricultural businessmen and bus-
inesswomen {7} play upon the family
farms. These struggling (8] farms in the
small towns and small businesses [9]
which are related to them have not
brought to [10] rural Olmsted County the
prosperity enjoyed [11] by its city neig-
hbors.

(12) The international cotporations [13]
which are at home in Rochester, and
there are (14 many of them, both large
and small, that make [15] working and
living there one of the most [16] desirable
citiesin the nation.Butthe i177 powerand
control factors which are evident [18] in
the fighting between town and country
now f19] have little to do with the
railroad. The [20) fight is simply classic in
the management of [21] escalating social
life. Without intervention [22} itis likely to
get worse. No one within.
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(1] Let the DM&E have its way.
121 MS. BACKUP:Iam Peggy Backup.I 3]

live in Wabasha County. 1 farm near
Stockton [4 in Winona County. The
DM&E runs along my 51 property, so I
guess they are my neighbor. I 16} would
like to speak about a number of issues (7]
briefly. I am very sympathetic to the (8]
farmers in Olmsted County who have
spoken (91 here opposed to the bypass
around Rochester. (10 However, I like to
suggest to our farmers {11] here that they
think about the ranchers in 121 Wyoming
who are faced with not a .30 mile [13]
bypass but almost 300 miles of new
railroad (14} construction that will be
going through their 151 homes and their
ranches. I'urge the local 116 farmers to
join with the ranchers in Wyoming [17]in
support of the no build alternative.

118] Now, I would like to turn to issues [19]
concerning the upper Mississippi River,
which [20) have not been dealt with in the
Draft EIS. [211 The STB ruled that the
volume of coal to be [221 moved by barge
is speculative at this time;
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(11 and, therefore, the barge loading
facilities 121 could be removed from the
scope and the EIS. ;31 However, the
DM&E in their Draft EIS have [4] also
failed to include information about (5]
where it plansto sellany coalat any time.
61 Therefore, the entire apphcation to
expand 71 the DM&E railroad is spec-
ulative and should (8] be dismissed by the
STB until proof of actual (9 need is
presented. That's by your own [10] re-
asoning.

1111 The alternative would be for both [12]
the Corps of Engineers and the STB to
deny 13 the current draft as incomplete
and require [14] an amendment in which
the DM&E specifies [15] where their
markets are and includes issues [16] of
accessto the upper Mississippi Riverand
1171 barges. These issues would include
the [18] storage of coal, the loading and
offloading 191 of coal, barge fleeting and
allimpacts to [20) wetlands in the Winona
and Minnesota City [21] area, and dredg-
ing and so forth to the river [22) itself.
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111 As a farmer whose land is bordered f2)
by the DM&E, I could be basically driven
out 3] of business by changes to the
railroad (41 bridgesand flooding,issues of
eminent (5] domain, damage, herbicides
used by the (6] railroad, lack of access to
the tracks and (7] due to spraying now
and also on the basis of 8] species they
refuse to control that are 9] invading my
land. All of these issues are [10] not in the
current EIS. They need to be 11 ad-
dressed.Thank you.

1z MR. KETTERLING: My name is Lloyd
113)-Ketterling. T am a retired educator
from the (141 Rochester school system. I
was struck by a (151 comment that one of
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the speakers made when he [16] was
addressing you this afternoon, where he
1171 said what an awesome decision and
(18] responsibility you have.Iwould like
to add (191 to that, an all prevailing
decision that you (20 are facing in
connection with this issue.

121 Now,lam not going to spend time [22]
going over many of the issues, the angles,
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[1] the arguments of the coal train, rural
or 21 whatever,because you have heardI
think just 3) about everything in many
ways and very (4] eloquently by many of
the speakers. But I 5] would like to
express a feeling that I have (6] had and
with the people that I have talked (7]
with, a feeling of helplessness. A [8]
feeling — though I have never myself
dealt (91 with the process, a feeling that
you probably [10] would have if you are
going through the (11] process of emin-
ent domain, a feeling of [121 helplessness.
The DM&E gives us this feeling 113 by its
take it or leave it atmosphere.

[14] Witness the report I read in the 15)
paper, I think it was yesterday, about a
city 6] where negotiations were dec-
lared at an [17] impasse with the DM&E,
The DM&E then (18] commented that
talks have ceased; therefore, (191 the
DM&E would proceed according to
their own [20] original plans. Sort of a
high-handed take (21 it or leave it.

(221 I think it’s accurate to say that
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(1; this whole thing is primarily a business
121 venture, The DM&E is in the business
of [3] entering the competition, pro-
viding coal. We (41 have heard tonight
that it is nota necessary [s]thing. There is
one important factorhere () that Iwould
like to add. That is, that this (71 will invade
the very lives of hundreds of [8] thous-
ands of citizens on a daily basis 9]
permanently. I would propose to the
Board o) that when you make this
decision you do it in 11 the spirit of
representing all of the (12 citizens in-
volved and that you try to respect [13]
their wishes.
(141 What if a vote were held in the 15
three states in the areas dealing with the
[16] issue, what would the outcome of
such avote (171 be: Yes to the coal train or
no to the coal 18] train? I am sure the
answer would be a (191 resounding no.I
feel certain that the (201 margin would be
such that youwould have no jz11need for
a ballot recount.

22) MR. GEBHARDT:I amWi]]ia,m
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(11 Gebhardt. I am a member of the
Minnesota 21 Corn Growers.I'would like
to thank the 31 Board for ruling that there
is a necessity [4] for the upgrade of the

railroad. I have s} three sons farming. I
am retired. But they (¢} still ship grain.
You know the figures {71 better than1do,
how many trucks it would i8] put on the
highwayif DM&E would be forced [9) out
of business.

1101 Let themimprove. We allimprove [11]
our equipment. We are not working with
old (121 equipment. Youn don’t use type-
writers in your [13] office any more.
When your car gets old, you (14 buy a
new one. When our tractors get old, we
(151 buy new tractors.

(16] Let the DM&E improve themselves so
(171 they can compete in their business.
New (18] trains will be quiet, safe and
faster. Let [19] progress move forward.
Give us a chance to [20] compete in the
economy.We are at the low [211end of the
economy now. But the economy is [22]
booming all over. But we can’t — we
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[1] aren’t — the farm community is not.
They 121 don’t share in this big boom.

131 Let the DM&E improve its rail 4
system. What if these lights went out (5]
tonight, there ‘was no mote electricity,
who (6] would be complaining then.
Somebody has (71to — the electricity has
to be produced some (8] way. I just urge
you to let the DM&E rail [9] system be
improved.

(10 MR. STREL:I didn’t think I was [11)
going to have to speak tonight. Ithought
I (12} could just carrythis sign to the front
and 1131 maybe it would be self ex-
planatory. But I 1149 didn’t know all the
rules so I had to stay (15] outside. Thanks
forletting me bring it down 16/ here.Igot
out of line a few times.

1171 I just want to thank the Board. I (18]
think they did a good job on the EIS
report (191 and I think the commentary is
plenty long. 1201 In my dealihg with our
representatives I [21) found out that on
this proposed bypass deal, (22 there was
not going to be a hundred foot
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(1] right of way but a 250 foot right of
way.[2] Thatother right of way was going
to be for 3] the high speed rail between
Chicago and 14 Minneapolis, which I
think would be (51 beneficial to the
comimunity.

t6) But then I started looking at the (7]
map.Isee,gol, whatan excellentroute to
(8] take this right through Rochester,
along with 91 the coal train, stop right in
front of the (10] Mayo Clinic, which they
are there, it would (117 bring a lot of
business to them. It would (12] really be
an advantage to them.

(131 Maybe I should explain my sign a (14
little more. I made a citizens group.Tam
(151 looking for joiners. I hope to get
$25,000 16 from the city and $25,000

from the county to (171 promote my
efforts.I'wantto knowwhen the [18] next
meetings are so I can do this. Right 19
now it’s nontax payer support.It’s all my
120) effort in here tonight.

[21] Where am I at here. Oh, yeah. I [22)
thought if they brought that high speed
rail
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11} through town, Gus Chafoulias would
jump right (2} in with 135 million dollar
building. He 3] would like the extra
business it would bring. (4] Nordstrom’s
would come right to town right 5} away.
161 Oh, on this deal that we no longer [7]
need coal. I thought well, the DM&E
builds (8] us a brand new track and goes
bankrupt in 10 19 years, whoopee, we
have gotanice brand new [10) rail trainall
the way through Minnesota and (11
South Dakota and Wyoming. I thought
that’s a 12) real benefit.

113] Oh, on this subject of not being [14]
able to get around in town. I understand
(15] that the railroad already is going to
build 1161 two overpasses.SoI don’t see —
Ithink if 117) you negotiate a little bit they
will probably (18] build five.So instead of
being able to get [19; around less, they
will be able to get around {201 more. So to
me that seems like a big [21] advantage.
1221 I was going to — I'was hoping that
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(11 if the DM&E came through, maybe
one day a 21 week we could have
passenger service on that [3] train, and
maybe make a gambling thing on (4
there. Senior citizens would love that.
We 151 could take all our children out
west. They i6] could see the wind farms
out there, the new [7] energy sources.
They could go to the Owabhi (8] (?) dam
on the Missouri river. Another 91 ex-
cellent opportunity. I am not quite [10]
finished here.
(111 Anyway, I thank you folks. You did [12]
a good job. ‘
{13 MS. BRIESE: Good evening. My
name [(14] is Catherine Briese.]I live right
here in 1151 the City of Rochester.I'would
like to speak (16] against the upgtade of
the DM&E through (171 Rochester. Also, I
would not like to see the [18) upgrade or
the bypass around Rochester. No 19]
bypass.
1201 From listening here for the last [21]
couple hours, it seems like the only
people [22] or the majority of the people
that have been
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minfavorofthetrainupgrade have been
the (21 farmers. There have been a few
that haven’t 31 been farmers, but most of
them have been [4) farmers.I do have a
real concern about the [5] long-term
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accessibility of the railroad to (¢ the

farmers. My understanding is as long as

171 the DM&E has the resources available
to do (81 so, they must make themselves
available to (9] provide this service for
the farmers. (10 However, if the DM&E is
able to fully utilize [11] theit railroad
company with coal business and (12] has
no available cars or track time available
(13] for the farmers, they absolutely are
not [14] required to provide this service.
The [15] farmers would be left high and
drywith no [16] railroad service available
and certainly [17] higher costs to truck
their grain.

118 I think it stands to reason that [19]
income from hauling coal would be
much more [20] lucrative than hauling
grain, in that the 211 DM&E would be
utilizing the entire length of [22) their
track with no labor intensive switching

Page 414

(11 of cars along the way. In short, the
DM&E 21 would make more money with
less labor and 3] effort by hauling coal
than by hauling grain.

(411also have averyreal concern (sjabout
safety in our community.Ido not ¢ think
at the present time that the warning (7]
systemsthat the railroad hasin use are (8]
safe. I do not feel safe crossing the (9]
railroad tracks at this time. There have
(10] been a few instances where 1 have
been [11] waiting for the train to cross the
tracks, [12] the gates have been down, this
is at the (131 Sixth Avenue Northwest
railroad crossing, and 1141 the gates have
gone up after the train has [15] gone
through, the gates have gone up to their
(16] vertical position, the flashing red
lights 171 have turned off,and Thave seen
cars go (18] across the tracks and then all
of a sudden 119} the gate comes down. At
one time it came [20) down righton top of
a car. There was (211 absolutely no
warning. )

(221 If these trains would be going any
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(1] faster, a catastrophe is in the making.
This (21 is why there is absolutely no way
with the 3] history of the railroad in this
town that we [4] can possibly have a safe
community without 5] bypasses. Or not
bypasses, underpasses and (6 over-
passes.

71 The railroad has let their tracks s
deteriorate to this point. The heyday of
the (9] railroad is way gone 40, 50 years
ago, maybe [10; more. They have let their
tracks (111 deteriorate. It’s a different
community now. {121 Vehicular traffic is
way more. The (131 population is greatly
increased. There is [14] absolutely no
reason.

(151 If the railroad wants to build (16
underpasses and overpasses, that should
be 171 their total financial responsibility.

Thank (18] you for listening.

1191 MR. WALKER: Thank you. My name
is [20] Matthew Walker.Iam representing
myself. (21 Thank you for staying up late
like this and [22) hearing our concerns.
People over here have
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11] talked quite strongly about not having
the (2] bypass. I think you need to think
about how [3] unmitigatable that would
be. I am here to (4 really say that the
impacton Rochesteris [sj unmitigatable.
If you add those up,I guess 6] that means
no railroad.
1711 am a physician.I am an [s) infectious
disease specialist. I take care 9] of our
leukemiaand cancer patients and our [10]
transplant patients. Now, a lot has been
(111 said about Mayo. But I hope you do
realize 21 that everyyeara million-and-a-

. half people (13) come here every year for

the care of 300,000 [14] patients, the rest
being families and [15] friends. The re-
ason they fly over all of j161:those other
cities on the way here is because [17] the
care that’s given here is unique.

118} These are rare cancers, child [19]
leukemias,congenital heart disease.Peo-
ple 1201 fly from Europe, Asia for special
procedures. [21] They often need to stay
here for several [22] months during their
recovery. If you were to

Page 417

(11 take the time to walk along the
campus (2] between Mayo Clinic and
Saint Marys, you 3] would see quite a
numberof residential (4] facilities that are
specifically built for (51 patients who

need to live here for months. 6 In-

cluding the Gift of Life Transplant
House, 171 Hope Lodge for cancer pat-
ientsand the Ronald (s McDonald House
for children and their (9] families.

(10) Now, we don’t atways cure these [11]
patients, but we can extend their lives.
For [121 many of these patients it’'s a
matter of 13] months. So they end up
spending a [14] significant part of their
remainder of their (15 lives here in
Rochester.In fact they p161actually spend
the end of their lives within [17] several
hundred feet of that rail line. (18] These
are people who have flown all over the
151 world here. This is their last hope.
1201 I hope you realize that this is a 21]
historic decision you are making. They
said [22] thisis the biggest railroad project
to ever

Page 418

111 be proposed. You understand that
Rochester 12] has a population, is the
largest population 3] anywhere along
the line. You also have on [4] top of that,
the fact this is a unique i5) medical
institution. It is truly one of the [
wonders of the world. It’s one of the (7]

wonders of the world. You in your
decision (8) will significantly impact on
that. Possibly (9] destroy it.It wouldn’t be
here 30 years 10 from now in its current
form. That decision 11] is yours to make.

1121 MS. BERNATZ: My name is Corrine
(13] Bernatz, and I am a very concerned
citizen. [14] I hope that the STB com-
mittee has physically [15] gone and seen
where the railroad track goes [16]
through our town,and so you knowhow
close (171t is, physically close to our two
hospitals, (18] to Charter House, which is
a retirement {191 community, and to the
marny hotels in this (201 town, and to the
Mayo Clinic and to the [21) research
buildings, et cetera.

(221 I also in some way object to the

Page 419

(11 fact thatit’s calleda coaltrain,because ’

[2] many times it will be hauling toxic 3]
substancesalso. We also learned that the
{41 DM&E is the most unsafe railroad for
its size (5] of any.If Iremember correctly,
within the (6] last year where there have
been two (71 derailments.

8] I have been a nurse for several [9]
years.Now retired.But if there werea [10]
derailment through our town, it would
just be [11] a tragedy. There would be
absolutely no way [12] we could evacuate
theill patients that are {131 inthe hospitals
and the infirmed patients 14] that are at
the clinic in the office [15] buildings and
many infirmed elderly people 1161 who
are in the hotels downtown and going
from [17] appointments, et cetera.

18] The track also goes by the hotels, [19]
by the schools and it’s close to the
Federal (201 Medical Center; which is a
federal prison. 121) One does not evacu-
ate prisoners anywhere.So (221 I thinkit’s
imperative that Rochester does
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(11 not have a train that is a coal train and
2 will also carry toxic substances
through its 3] town 37 or more times a
day.

41 MR. GARDINER: That concludes my
151 list of people who have not spoken at
(61 previous meetings.I have a half dozen
[71 people on my list of people who have
spoken [g] at previous meetings.Before I
do that list, (9] is there anybody who has
not signed up who 110y had not spoken at
previous meetings who feels [11) moved
to provide some comments? One [12]
gentleman in the back:

1131 MR. QUIRK: Okay. One of the last [14]
things I'wantto address here tonight was
in [15) the mitigation Section of the DEIS,
(16 pertaining to the residential areas. We
had 117) one little Section about yea big,
four little 118) paragraphs, that essentially
dealt with the 191 construction of this
project. There was [20] absolutely noth-
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ing of any type of mitigation (211 that dealt
with residential neighborhoods 221 once
this project is fully operational.
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111 Of course, earlier you stated that 2]
you were looking to us to provide some
(31 mitigation measures. What’s upsetting
about 41 that is that that’s technically not
my job. (5] That’s your job. What you are
doing is you [6] turn around and you ask
me, my neighbors to [7) decide what
mitigation measures there are (8] going to
be. We are not experts on the train (9]
industry. We are not mechanical en-
gineers or [10] civil engineers. So it’s
goingto bevery i1 difficult forusto give
viable options for [12) mitigation to your
Board. That’s what we [13] were looking
to you for direction for.

{141 But Itold other people here, since [15]
the DM&E Railroad has not provided any
type [16] of mitigation towards our neig-
hborhood, that 117) I will give a stab at it.
So I am going to 18] start throwing out
proposal to you to (19 mitigate problems
in the City of Rochester. 120) One of the
first problems that we have is we [21]
talked about our large medical com-
munity, [22) elderly people living close to
the tracks,
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111 and what happens if there happens to
be a [2] toxic spill.

131 So the first proposal I am going to (4]
give to youisthatthe DM&E should be (5]
required to provide an evacuation plan
for (6] the medical community and for
our elderly (71 community that live near-
by the tracks. This 8] plan should be
approved by Mayo Clinic and (9] the city
and it should also be approved by (0]
FEMA. In that plan I believe the DM&E
should (113 be responsible to maintain
equipmentin the [12] City of Rochesterto
help evacuate people [13] from the area.

(14 Also,Ibelieve that this plan (15 should
be tested during the first few years (16 of
its operation and after that maybe we
can [17] stretch it out every couple years.
Every (18] five years the plan should be
once again {19} reviewed by both the city,
the DM&E, Mayo [20] Clinic and FEMA.
(211 Now, as far as mitigation in our 22
residential neighborhoods. Now, the
major
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(11 problem we are going to have is going
to be (21 noise.So what Iam suggesting is
that the 31 DM&E go in and start pur-
chasing homes that (4] are nearby the
railroad. Once we have (5] eliminated
some of the homes thatare, say, [6) within
a couple hundred feet of the railroad, (7]
we are able to build sound bermsto help
i8] reduce the sound, the noise problem
within (9 the neighborhood.

110] Finally, any homies still within the [11]
area that might exceed this 65 decibel
level 1121 of noise, I would say we
probably want to [13] reduce that a little
bit more just to qualify [14] it a little bit
better. But if you notice up [15] in the
Twin Cities near the airport we [16]
require the airport to provide sound [17]
deadening construction in the homesin
that (18] area.

1191 I suggest that at the same time [20] that
the DM&E should be required that all [21]
homes in the area that the decibel is 122
exceeded that they provide some sound
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(11 reducing construction within those
homes.
121 I will provide more for you later.

31 MR. GARDINER: So I think this is a (4]
good time to conclude. Again, I'would [5)
encourage you, if you have statements
with (6] you, please leave them with us,
and please do [7] provide us with written
comments by the 8] January 5th deadl-
ine.Thanks very much for [9] coming.
o] (Whereupon, at 11:00 p.m., the (11
PROCEEDINGS were adjourned.)
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